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5  and  his  Kin. 
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>A .     In  the  Tables  of  descent  the  Roman  numerals  in  the  left  margin 
shew  the  generations  in  their  relation  to  Table  vii.    Certain  Christian 
^  names  are  so  constantly  recurrent  that  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish 
■^^the  persons  by  number  e.g.  Thomas       the  sequence  is  based  on  the 
\  order  postulated  in  Table  vii.    A  name  repeated  in  the  same  gener- 
\  ation  of  one  family  is  shewn  differently,  e.e.g.  Daniel  (2)  Janet  (4). 
T  The  parish  registers  at  Kendal,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Tunstall  and 
^  Beetham  are  referred  to  by  the  initial  letters  within  square  brackets 
^  e.g.  [K.L.]. 

N.  &  B.  =  Nicolson  &  Bum's  Hist,  of  Westmorland. 
R.K.  =  Records  of  Kendale. 
i        K.B.R.  =  Kendal '  Boke  of  Recorde  '  (printed  1892). 

M.C.W.= Memoir  of  Carus-Wilson  family  (printed  for  private 
circulation) . 


I.    THE  MAN  AND  HIS  HEIRS. 

I.  A  man  who  in  his  Ufe-time  builds  and  endows  a  school 
of  learning  is  assuredly  a  person  to  be  honoured  in  his 
own  right.  To  say  of  anyone  that  he  was  '  successful  in 
business  '  defines  no  character :  it  is  commonly  accepted 
as  a  deliberate  reticence.  But  a  i6th  century  apprentice 
who — without  marrying  his  master's  daughter — becomes 
an  employer  of  craftsmen,  and  in  the  thick  of  compe- 
tition, builds  up  a  great  business  by  his  industry — who, 
moreover,  having  amassed  a  fortune  sufficient  to  endow 
a  lineage  of  *  public  men,'  sticks  to  business  and  preserves 
frugality — such  a  man  must  be  assumed  to  be  a  person 
of  remarkable  character,  if  not  of  exemplary  virtue. 
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It  may  therefore  be  thought  that  the  founder  of 
Heversham  School,  which  by  its  product  of  scholars 
has  shed  considerable  lustre  on  the  county  of  Westmor- 
land, has  hardly  received  hitherto  the  attention  of  its 
antiquaries  which  his  interest  warrants.  He  is,  of 
course,  often  named.  No  account,  for  instance,  of  the 
Dallam  Tower  family  would  be  complete  without  a 
reference  to  the  founder  of  its  fortunes.  This,  however, 
is  only  reflected  glory.  His  personal  history  has  never 
been  disentangled.  He  has  been  casually  placed, 
without  documentary  evidence,  in  various  relationships, 
all  of  which  are  found,  on  investigation,  to  be  impossible. 
The  only  documented  fact  about  him  yet  discovered  in 
print  is  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  man  of  the  same  name. 
[M.C.W.  p.  2gn.].  On  this  fact  the  present  study  is 
built  up  with  materials  now  available  through  the 
publications  of  recent  years. 

A  memoir  of  the  family  left  by  Hutton,  the  i8th 
century  antiquary  of  Beetham,  has  exceptional  claims 
to  attention.  He  was  well  placed  to  collect  the  local 
traditions,  he  was  connected  with  the  family,  and 
actually  succeeded  one  of  its  distinguished  members, 
Daniel  Wilson,  Fellow  of  Trinity,  in  the  Beetham 
vicarage.  According  to  this  account  [Beetham  Reposi- 
tory, p.  138],  Edward^  Wilson  of  Nether  Levens  was  a 
nephew  of  Henry^  Wilson  the  first  Alderman  of  Kendal 
(1575-6),  who,  being  himself  childless,  left  his  fortune  to 
his  brother's  children.  The  said  brother  (name  un- 
known) had  a  large  family  at  Lyth,  which  he  supported 
by  dealings  in  cattle.  The  Wilson  family  had  long 
before  been  settled  at  '  Heaves  in  Helston.'  Edward^ 
was  "  apprenticed  to  the  then  flourishing  manufactory 
at  Kendal,"  which  he  afterwards  conducted  with  great 
success.  Pretty  early  in  life,  having  acquired  a  large 
fortune,  he  gave  up  business  and  took  the  farm  of 
Nether  Levens,  where  he  resided  till  shortly  before  his 
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death,  aet.  95,  in  1653.  At  the  age  of  93  he  rode  to 
York  in  a  day,  and  back  the  next.  He  had  married  a 
\\idow  with  one  daughter,  whom,  having  no  children  of 
his  own,  he  portioned  handsomely  and  married  to  a  near 
relation  Thomas^*  Wilson,  then  in  the  Kendal  manufac- 
tory. He  settled  them  at  Heversham  Hall,  and,  after 
living  with  them  for  two  or  three  years,  finally  left  them 
the  bulk  of  his  fortune.  This  Thomas^^  Wilson  (son  of 
a  man  of  the  same  name  who  died  in  1624)  was  born  at 
Dalton  in  1592,  and  died,  aet.  64,  at  Heversham  in 
1656.  The  famih/  is  then  followed  in  descent  from  three 
sons  I  Edward  b.  in  Lyth,  1618.  2  James  b.  at  Nine- 
sergh,  1652  (evidently  a  misprint  for  1622),  3  WiUiam. 
The  last-named  Edward^^  is  the  "  little  Edward  "  of 
famihar  quotation.  "  '  Little  Edward  '  calls  Edward^ 
of  Nether  Levens  his  grandfather  (it  must  be  by 
courtesy  of  his  wife)  for  he  calls  Thomas^  Wilson  his 
'  own  '  grandfather." 

4.  In  this  account  there  are  a  number  of  errors,  as  will 
appear  in  the  sequel.  The  first  Alderman  of  Kendal 
was  not  childless,  nor  does  he  mention  any  nephew  or 
niece  in  his  W^ill.  [App.  33,  R.K.  i,  271].  And  the  step- 
daughter was  not  married  to  Thomas  Wilson  [infra  §  9] . 
Moreover  the  nonagenarian's  energy  seems  hardly  in 
character  with  an  early  retirement  from  business.  But 
the  story  leaves  a  general  impression  which  is  probably 
trustworthy,  and  includes  particulars  which  will  find 
corroboration  below,  while  the  later  history,  e.g.  the 
family  of  WiUiam,  proves  accurate  on  verification. 

5.  Now,  to  proceed  constructively,  we  may  first  annex  to 
the  one  fact  already  known  another  equally  trustworthy, 
that  Edward^  is  claimed  as  a  cousin  by  Henry ^  Wilson, 
the  rich  clothier  of  Underley.  [App.  15].  This  Henry^ 
will  be  shewn  in  due  course  to  be  the  son  of  Thomas-  of 
Kirkby  Lonsdale.  There  are  various  degrees  of  cousin- 
ship;  but  on  the  death  of  Thomas^  in  Aug.  1591,  the 
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administrators  of  his  estate  include  Edward^  and  Henry^ 
brothers  of  the  deceased,  and  described  as  '  of  Kirkby 
Lonsdale,  gents.'  L^pp.  13].  There  were  therefore 
three  brothers  (a  fourth  will  be  afterwards  claimed)  and 
they  are  no  doubt  the  three  persons  of  their  names  who 
were  together  appointed  supervisors — presumably  as  the 
landlords — in  the  Will  (12  Dec.  1582)  of  John  Gibson 
of  Keastwick,  where  Henry*  is  independently  known  to 
have  had  considerable  property.  [N.  &  B.  i,  248].  Two 
of  the  three,  Edward^  and  Henry*  were  parish  feoffees  in 
1591  [School  Charter],  and  were  then  classed  as 
'  yeomen.'  Henry*  and  Thomas^  were  shopkeepers  in 
different  trades,  and  as  such  purchased  a  limited 
freedom  of  Kendal  in  1575  [K.B.R.,  pp.  21,  58,  72,  212, 
214]  to  trade  there. 

6.  It  seems  certain  (as  N.  &  B.  suggest)  that  Henry*  was  " 
the  eldest  brother.  His  family  begins  just  before  the 
first  gap  in  the  parish  register  (Jan.  1556/7 — April,  1560) 
and  continues  afterwards.  No  children  of  Edward^  are 
registered  either  before  or  after  the  same  gap;  but 
Edward^  had  a  brother  Henry^  [App.  2],  and  the  gap 
in  registration  m.ay  well  cover  these  two  children 
consistently  with  the  tradition  of  the  age  to  which  the 
elder  survived.  The  father  Edward^  probably  lived 
till  Nov.  1609,  since  Henry*  names  Edward  the  younger 
as  a  trustee  in  1607  [App.  11],  when  there  was  only  one 
other  person  of  the  name  surviving  in  the  parish,  viz. 
his  nephew  Edward."^ 

7.  We  have  seen  that  Henry*  and  Thomas, ^  shortly  after 
the  Corporation  of  Kendal  was  chartered  in  1575, 
acquired  a  measure  of  the  liberty  by  purchase.  It  is 
therefore  certain  that  Edward^  who  afterwards  traded 
in  Kendal,  and  could  not  have  done  so  except  as  a 
freeman,  served  an  apprenticeship  there.  Only  one 
man  of  the  name  is  found  to  have  become  free  as  a 
Shearman  at  this  date ;  he  is  said  to  have  become  free  in 
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1582  [K.B.R.  p.  52],  but  is  evidently  the  apprentice  of 
Walter  Nycolson  [ibid.  p.  259],  taken  in  1576.*  The 
full  term  of  seven  years'  servitude  was  enforced  by 
ordinances  in  1575/6  and  1587  [K.B.R.  pp.  93,  137],  and 
is  expressed  in  this  and  in  all  the  registrations  of 
Indentures.  But  the  Freemen  in  this  craft  are  not  given 
in  order  of  seniority,  as  is  shewn  by  the  marginal  dates. 
Most  of  them,  of  course,  were  free  by  patrimony;  the 
only  apprentice  before  Wilson  is  Edward  Bethom 
(7  June,  1576)  who  appears  lower  in  the  list.  Anyhow 
the  steps  taken  by  Edward^  for  his  son's  advancement 
followed  closely  upon  other  efforts  of  the  family  to 
pierce  the  new  entrenchments  of  Kendal.  Edward^  was 
some  years  beyond  the  ordinary  age  for  apprenticeship : 
late  starters,  however,  are  not  necessarily  the  last  to 
arrive. 

8.  An  apprentice  of  course  might  not  marry  without  his 
master's  consent,  and  it  is  probable  that  such  consent 
was  rarely  obtainable.  One  of  the  first  instincts  of 
freedom  would  be  to  react  from  this  limitation,  especially 
for  a  man  already  past  the  normal  age  for  marriage  in 
his  family.  And,  accepting  the  tradition  that  he 
married  a  widow  with  one  child,  there  is  some  warrant 
for  conjecturing  that  the  marriage  belongs  to  this  time. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  he  had  a  step-daughter,  Agnes 
Richardson  [infra  §  9].  Only  one  child  of  this  name 
appears  in  the  Kendal  register,  the  daughter,  baptized 
in  Sept.,  1579,  of  Thomas  Richardson  of  Staveley.  A 
man  of  this  name  married  Isabel  Pennington  in  July, 
1574 ;  a  second  (or  the  same)  married  Isabel  Muckelt  in 
Oct.  1576  [K.] ;  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  children 
besides  Agnes.  A  young  widow  with  a  child  of  three  or 
four  may  seem  to  fit  the  case. 

*  There  is  no  question  about  this  date.  The  original  registration  in  K.B.R. 
shews  that  the  Indenture  was  dated  i  Oct.,  1576  and  the  registration  is  dated 
II  Oct. 
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It  is  not  impossible  that,  so  far  from  retiring  to  Nether 
Levens  with  his  fortune  made,  Edward^  "  took  the 
farm  "  of  it  early  in  married  life,  so  soon  as  he  had  got 
his  business  under  way.  There  is  sufficient  evidence 
that  men  with  business  in  Kendal  lived  away  from  the 
town,  and  a  man  of  his  name  was  named  as  supervisor  in 
the  Will  of  Giles  Ayliff,  vicar  of  Heversham,  in  1588 
[Trans.  N.s.  xxv,  77],  for  which  role  no  other  appears 
quite  so  eligible.  That  he  "  never  lived  in  a  house  of  his 
own  "  [N.  &  B.]  may  suggest  that  he  lost  his  wife  before 
he  made  his  chief  acquisitions,  and,  having  only  himself 
to  think  of,  preferred  to  cherish  his  memories.  Though 
childless  he  remained  a  widower,  which  is  the  more 
noteworthy  because,  as  we  shall  afterwards  find,  the 
family  was  in  many  branches  remarkably  deuterogamous 
and  t winsome. 

At  this  point  it  will  be  convenient  to  follow  the  step- 
daughter's story  so  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained.  Henry 
Fisher  of  Skelsmergh  Park,  who  died  in  Aug.,  1616, 
mentions  Edward^  Wilson  of  Nether  Levens  as  his 
father-in-law.  [App.  3].  In  addition  to  the  frag- 
mentary Will,  there  are  registrations  at  Kendal  and  an 
Inquisition  [R.K.  i,  291]  in  aid  to  reconstruct  his 
family.  The  marriage  of  "  henrye  fisher  of  bradlefield 
and  Agnes  Richardson  "  is  registered  [K]  on  18  April, 
1598.  In  April  1599  the  first  child,  a  daughter  whose 
name  is  lost,  was  buried;  the  father  is  then  described  as 
of  Helme  End,  a  house  near  Oxenholme,  not  far  from 
Underhelme  of  which  he  died  possessed.  The  son  and 
heir  was  born,  according  to  the  Inquisition,  2  Ap.  1600, 
and  received  the  name  of  Edward,  probably  in  homage 
to  Edward^  Wilson.  Nine  other  children  followed,  of 
whom  three  died  at  birth  or  shortly  after.  The 
survivors  were  Dorothy,  Margaret  and  Henry — who 
were  born  1601-5 — and,  among  the  registered  children, 
Agnes  (1609),  Ellen  (1612),  and  Nicholas  (1615).  Henry 
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Fisher  was  buried  [K]  in  Aug.  1616.  He  is  first  dignified 
as  Mr.  Fisher  in  1612,  but  was  settled  at  Skelsmergh,  at 
least  b}^  1606. 

Dorothy  was  married  to  Thomas^*  Wilson  who  became 
her  step-grandfather's  heir.  As  she  was  a  mother  in 
1618,  she  was  third  in  her  generation.  Another 
Thomas^^  Wilson  carried  off  Margaret  in  1620/1  [infra 
II  §  9],  who  is  doubtless  the  sister  Wilson  in  Dorothy's 
Will  [App.  7].  This  Thomas^^  was  a  nephew  of  Henry ^ 
of  Underley,  and  inherited  his  estate.  The  two  men  of 
the  same  name  have  naturally  been  sometimes  confused ; 
they  were  for  some  time  both  resident  within  the  parish 
of  Heversham.  Their  famihes  will  be  dealt  with  in 
due  course. 

The  mother  Agnes  Fisher  was  left  a  widow  at  the  age 
of  37  with  seven  children  under  age.  As  Margaret 
is  known  to  have  been  married  at  Heversham,  it  is 
probable  that  the  widow  chose  to  reside  at  Underhelme 
in  that  parish;  but  at  her  death  in  1637  she  was  at 
Bradleyfield,  where  her  husband  had  a  patrimony,  and 
Margaret  was  at  Underhelme,  which  she  or  her  husband 
may  have  bought  for  a  home  before  this  date.* 
The  idea  that  Edward^  Wilson  was  already  in  1598 
redundantly  rich  appears  hardly  credible.  He  was 
probably  saving  steadily  and  picking  up  small  properties 
in  Kendal  [infra.  §  12]  that  were  in  the  market  for  sale 
or  mortgage;  but  his  large  transactions  in  real  estate 
belong  to  later  years.  There  is  therefore  no  reason 
to  imagine  that  Henry  Fisher  was  suddenly  enriched  by 
his  marriage.  More  likely,  as  a  man  tested  and  approved 
in  business,  he  was  advanced  in  prospects  b^^  becoming 
a  junior  partner  in  the  concern.  His  younger  brother 
Edward  Fisher  was  similarly  a  partner  of  Henry^ 
Wilson  of  Underley  as  a  merchant  clothier  [App.  15]. 
His  widow's  personalty  in  1637  is  small  TApp.  4],  which 

It  entered  into  the  Underley  estate,  and  was  so  sold  in  1732  [infra.  II  §  11]. 
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is  not  suggestive  of  a  large  marriage  settlement.  On  the 
other  hand  the  daughters  Dorothy  and  Margaret  dispose 
of  relatively  large  estates  [App.  7,  18]  though  their 
husbands  both  died  a  few  years  after  they  inherited, 
and  the  Underley  property  was  strictly  entailed. 
But  the  lapse  of  another  15  years  would  make  a  great 
difference  to  the  developing  fortune — for  we  may  assume 
that  the  '  creation  of  wealth  '  in  this  case  connoted 
money-making  to  the  enterprising  manufacturer.  In 
16 13  he  was  able  to  purchase  Heversham  Hall  with  the 
demesne  lands,  and  to  found  a  grammar  school  thereon. 
[R.K.  ii,  157].  Whether  he  acquired  also  the  lordship 
of  the  manor  [N.  &  B.  ii,  201],  appears  extremely 
doubtful.  It  is  called  '  his  manner  '  in  the  foundation 
deed  of  1619/20  [R.K.  ii,  159] ;  but  he  does  not  express 
the  lordship  of  Heversham  in  his  Will  [App.  2]  and  the 
claim  of  Edward^^  in  1700  to  one-third  of  the  manor  was 
disputed  by  the  Bellinghams  with  what  seems  a  good 
case  [R.K.  ii,  164-5].*  And  assuming  that  the  heir  in 
1764  is  rightly  described  as  lord  of  the  manor  of  Hever- 
sham [R.K.  ii,  246],  it  may  well  have  been  acquired 
meanwhile,  in  addition  to  several  others  which  the 
family  are  known  to  have  mopped  up. 

In  later  days  it  was  probably  taken  for  granted  that 
the  manor  had  passed  with  the  Hall.  When  Richard 
Watson  wrote  the  Latin  inscription  for  his  old  school 
[Anecdotes  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Watson,  2  vols.,  1818, 
p.  6],  describing  the  founder  as  De+ Heversham +Hall 
H-Armiger,  his  intention  was  to  indicate  his  worth,  not 
to  define  his  residence.  Elsewhere  he  is  always  described 
as  of  Nether  Levens.  But  the  inscription  would  be 
known  to  Hutton  of  Beetham,  who,  with  the  precon- 
ception that  the  place  was  bought  as  a  wedding-present 
for  his  heir,  concluded  that  he  lived  there  with  the 
young  people.    The  wedding,  however,  took  place  four 

cf.  also  an  extraordinary  proceeding  referred  to  infr.  §  17. 
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yesivs  later,  and  Hutton  himself  witnesses  that  the 
earliest  children  were  born  elsewhere.  The  earliest 
registration  [H]  is  that  of  James  in  1621 ;  and  the  father 
is  first  found  as  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson  in  1625.  Hever- 
sham  Hall  and  demesne  is  in  1652  part  of  the  estate 
bequeathed  by  Edward^.  All  which  goes  to  shew  that 
the  property  was  simply  an  investment,  and  was  no 
doubt  let  to  produce  income,  for  the  proprietor  was  a 
business  man. 

The  deed  of  24  Jan.,  1619/20  securing  the  School 
endowment  is  printed  in  R.K.  ii,  157  foil.  An  income 
of  £24.  is  accounted  for,  arising  from  no  less  than  28 
properties,  chiefly  burgages  in  Kendal.  The  last  item 
however,  is  exceptional.  This  is  a  property  of  6  a.  in 
Strickland  Ketel  called  Dawson  Close,  lately  purchased 
of  Thomas^  Wilson,  one  of  the  four  Trustees,  a  clothier 
of  Kendal,  and  producing  £3.  per  annum.  By  a  proviso 
appended  (p.  161)  the  said  Thomas^  his  heirs  etc.  are 
not  to  be  disturbed  in  possession  so  long  as  they  pay  a 
rent  of  £3.  to  the  Trustees:  and  the  said  Thomas^  may 
withdraw  it  from  the  Trust  by  substituting  other 
property  of  equal  value.  The  deed  is  witnessed  by 
Thomas^*  Wilson  junior,  among  others,  who  will 
naturally  be  taken  for  a  son  of  the  Clothier  named, 
and  will  eventually  be  proved  so  to  be. 

This  Dawson  Close  will  be  found  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  family  history.  Here  it  may  be 
pointed  out  that  it  is  clearly  a  mortgage  that  passes  into 
the  Trust,  and  one  that  is  fully  expected  to  be  redeemed. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  still  unredeemed  in  1652 
[App.  2],  when  it  was  withdrawn  from  the  trust  and 
restored  to  the  heir  of  the  mortgagor. 

By  the  choice  of  Trustees  we  are  introduced  to  the 
inner  circle  of  Edward^  Wilson's  associates  at  this  date. 
His  cousin  Henry^  of  Underley  was  in  the  same  circle 
and  names  two  of  the  Trustees  (one  of  them  his  partner) 
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in  his  Will  [App.  15],  and  was  himself  nominated  with  a 
third  in  the  Will  of  Henry  Fisher  [App.  3].  The  two 
cousins,  the  two  Fisher  brothers  and  the  two  Thomas 
Wilsons,  father  and  son,  were  quite  clearly  allied  closely 
in  business.  Without  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  the 
time,  it  is  quite  certain  that  '  big  business  '  could  not 
have  been  created  without  standardization  of  the 
product  and  highly-organized  distribution.  The  term 
clothier  obviously  covered  both  the  manufacturer  and 
the  merchant.  And  the  production  of  the  Kendal  cloth 
employed  a  number  of  craftsmen,  weavers,  shearmen, 
dyers,  fullers,  etc.  The  mere  collection  of  textiles  in  the 
rough  and  finishing  them  for  the  market  might  make  a 
living  for  many,  but  hardly  a  fortune  for  any.  It  is 
conceivable  that  the  meditations  of  an  apprentice  old 
enough  to  think  as  well  as  to  work  had  discerned  this. 
His  business  kept  him  stationary  at  Kendal,  while  his 
cousin  Henry^  trading  at  Blackwell  Hall,  the  woollen 
cloth  exchange  of  London,  was  as  much  at  home  in  the 
capital  as  in  Westmorland  [App.  15].  Edward  Fisher 
also  no  doubt  had  been  '  on  the  road  ' ;  but  about  1610 
he  came  to  rest  in  Kendal,  married,  and  was  soon 
ascendent  in  the  Corporation,  in  which  he  had  a  rapid 
career.    [K.B.R.  pp.  29,  24]. 

The  Trustees  were  all  dead  in  1652  (Thomas^  Wilson, 
1624,  Edward  Fisher,  1641  and  Robert  Crosfield,  the 
last  survivor,  1644-52)  when  the  founder  by  his  Will 
appointed  successors. 
14.  The  Will  [App.  2]  has  the  appearance  of  being  drafted 
by  himself,  and  not  at  one  time.  It  will  be  seen  that  he 
and  not  Edward^^  his  heir's  son  [N.  &  B.  i,  229;  R.K.  ii, 
246],  was  the  purchaser  of  Dallam  Tower  with  the  manor 
of  Haverbrack.  The  mention  of  Crosby  Park  after 
the  nomination  of  his  executor  looks  like  a  postcript  to 
the  original  draft.  If  so,  it  is  an  indication  (not  the  only 
one)  that  he  was  still  creating  wealth  at  an  advanced 
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age.  He  had  acquired  considerable  property  in  his 
native  dale  as  well.  He  owned  the  rectory,  i.e.  the 
greater  tithe  and  the  advowson  of  Tunstall  parish,*  to 
which  he  presented  John  Leake  as  vicar  in  1632. 
[P.R.O.  Certificates  of  Institution].  This  property 
was  charged  with  two  sums  of  £6.  13s.  4d.  p.  a.  to 
provide  Exhibitions  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  and 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  for  Heversham  School. 
The  obligation  was  neglected  in  after  years,  and  Htiga- 
tion  ensued.  ^Magrath,  Flemings  in  Oxford,  ii,  38^].  It 
is  possible  that  he  was  simply  the  mortgagee  in  this  case 
and  that  the  mortgage  was  partly  redeemed  after  his 
death,  for  the  next  presentation  in  1664  was  made  by 
John  Girhngton,  and  the  item  as  expressed  by  his  heir 
[App.  6]  is  attenuated.  He  was  also  the  principal 
mortgagee  of  SeUet  HaU  (bequeathed  in  his  WiU)  in 
the  transaction  described  in  Trans.  N.s.  xxviii,  71-2. 
Lathbutts  (in  Cantsfield)  was  presumably  on  the 
Thurland  estate,  with  other  properties  which  cannot  be 
identified.  It  is  known  that  the  Girlingtons  were 
financially  embarrassed  "c/.  Chippindall,  Outline  History 
of  K.L.  School,  p.  I3~,  even  before  the  Civil  War  broke 
out.  But  it  should  be  noted  that  Park  House  in  Leek 
does  not  appear  either  in  this  \"\^ill  or  in  that  of  the  next 
heir.  '  Little  Edward  '^^  therefore  (infra  §  18)  had  it  as 
a  gift  in  1646,  but  whether  from  his  father,  or  from  the 
eponymous  Edward,^  it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  house 
was  a  dignified  residence,  and  remained  in  the  Dallam 
Tower  estates  till  the  present  century. 
The  Civil  War,  while  paralyzing  business,  threw  on  the 
market  a  large  amount  of  real  estate.  In  the  controver- 
sies of  that  time  Edward^  Wilson  and  his  following  were 
on  the  Parhamentarian  side.  Edward^  was  85  when  the 
hostilities  began,  not  too  old  at  that  age  to  be  active  in 
the  cause  of  his  party.    He  was  evidently  mtimate  \\ith 

The  rectory  was  worth  £120.  p. a.  in  1650. 
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Gervase  Benson  (Mayor  of  Kendal,  1644-5),  for  he  makes 
him  an  executor  [App.  2].  Both  of  them  were  pros- 
pective Elders  in  the  presbyterian  organization  drafted 
in  1645/6  [Nightingale,  Ejected  0/1662,  p.  109],  and  were 
on  the  Committee  for  Sequestrations  in  the  Barony  in 
1647  [Older  Nonconformity  in  Kendal,  p.  17].  The 
Underley  family  were  on  the  other  side,  and  paid  the 
penalty.  [R.K.  i,  112/.].  It  appears  that  the  old  man 
of  go  and  his  *  grandchild  '  of  60  were  investing  in  real 
estate  at  this  time,  either  in  partnership  or  in  each 
other's  names:  they  had,  in  addition  to  the  necessary 
capital, '  inside  information  '  of  opportunities. 

16.  The  features  of  this  man  which  we  have  gathered 
identify  in  general  the  portrait  sketched  by  Hutton  of 
Beetham,  while  modifying  it  in  some  particulars.  As 
a  captain  of  industry,  a  business  man  first  and  last,  he 
naturally  discerned  and  requited  merit  as  it  appeared  in 
the  commercial  sphere,  and  tied  to  himself  the  men 
of  outstanding  value  to  his  concerns.  A  man  who  has 
made  his  way  ordinarily  respects  above  all  those  who 
show  capacity  to  make  theirs,  and  is  more  likely  to 
found  a  school  and  link  it  to  the  universities  than  to 
distribute  his  savings  among  his  young  relatives.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  he  regarded  his  wife's  descendants  as 
his  own,  and  went  so  far  in  sentiment  as  to  claim  the 
husband  of  his  step-granddaughter  as  his  grandchild. 
But  primarily  he  describes  his  heir  as  a  '  kinsman,' 
[App.  2],  so  that  evidently  there  is  an  independent 
relationship  yet  to  be  discovered.  Meanwhile  it  will  be 
convenient  to  follow  the  family  on  which  the  inheritance 
devolved. 

17.  Thomas^*  Wilson  is  stated  by  Hutton  to  have  been  born 
at  Dalton,  in  1592.  The  date  is  confirmed  by  a  monu- 
ment in  Heversham  church,  and  it  will  subsequently 
appear  [infra,  iii  §  2]  that  his  father  was  residing  in 
Furness  at  that  date.    He  was  therefore  about  25  when 
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he  married  Dorothy  Fisher,  a  year  after  her  father's 
death.  She  had  a  provision  made  for  her  at  age  by  her 
father's  Will  [App.  3],  and  it  is  obvious  to  conjecture 
that  the  marriage — which  in  any  case  cannot  have  been 
without  Edwards's  blessing — really  marks  the  advance- 
ment in  business  of  Thomas^*  to  the  position  that  his 
father-in-law  had  occupied.  There  were  certainly  eleven 
children  of  the  marriage,  the  earliest  registration  of  eight 
[H]  being  that  of  James  in  1621.  This  is  consistent  with 
residence  at  Ninesergh  at  that  date  (supra  §  3).  In 
Oct.  1625  the  father  is  registered  as  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson 
and,  though  he  is  not  expressly  described  as  of  Hever- 
sham  Hall  till  1630/1,  the  probability  is  that  at  the 
earlier  date  he  had  become  prosperous  enough  to  rent  the 
manorial  house.  In  1638  he  was  named  as  executor  by 
Henry^  Wilson  of  Underley,  and  is  then  plain  Thomas 
[App.  15]  which  is  strongly  suggestive  that  Mr.  Edward^ 
Wilson  was  still  in  business  at  the  date  and  that  his 
prospective  heir  was  not  regarded  as  an  equal  partner. 
But  there  are  indications  that  he  must  have  acquired 
a  considerable  fortune  of  his  own.  He  bequeathed  the 
rectory  of  Heversham — no  doubt  a  lease  from  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  granted  in  the  troublous  time  of  c. 
1645,  but  in  any  case  a  rich  man's  speculation.  In  1640 
it  is  known  by  the  Cantsfield  deeds  that  he  and  his  wife 
had  property  in  that  township,  and  by  his  Will  that  he 
had  bought  in  his  '  grandfather's  '  name,  lands  in  Old 
Hutton,  probably  sequestrated  from  a  royalist  officer. 
His  daughters  were  married  off  to  gentlemen  of  position, 
and  presumably  were  well-dowered.  For  the  one 
unmarried  at  his  death  he  provided  £1000.  after  her 
marriage:  she  and  it  were  obtained  soon  after  by 
Richard  Tatham,  the  Independent  Minister  whom  he, 
with  others,  sponsored  for  the  cure  of  Heversham  in 
1654.  For,  as  a  matter  of  course,  he  was  of  the  same 
allegiance  as  Edward,^  and  has  therefore  been  confused 
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with  his  namesake  of  Underley  [infra  ii  §  9]  as  serving 
under  Sir  Phihp  Musgrave.  [Beetham  Repository,  p. 
130]. 

He  Uved  only  three  years  after  he  entered  on  his  in- 
heritance, but  his  widow  survived  till  1678  at  Heversham 
Hall,  and  disposed  of  a  substantial  estate  [App.  7].  On 
8  June,  1677,  as  appears  from  an  Inquisition  in  the 
Rydal  Hall  MSS.,*  the  old  lady  was  forcibly  evicted — 
cum  haculis  gladiis  et  sagittis — from  her  house,  of  which 
she  was  seised  for  life  [App.  6],  by  George  Wilson  of 
Heversham,  gent,  and  Dorothy  Burnett  and  Ann 
Bellingham  of  Heversham,  spinsters  (none  of  whom,  on 
the  testimony  of  the  15  local  jurors,  had  any  right  in  the 
property),  and  so  remained  at  the  date  of  the  inquiry 
eight  days  later.  After  her  death  the  only  reference 
to  the  house  noted  is  in  1764  when  a  Court  Baron 
was  held  there  [R.K.  ii,  246].  Perhaps  it  was  kept  as 
a  dower  house. 

Of  the  younger  sons — whose  families  we  shall  not 
attempt  to  follow  in  detail  in  this  paper — Henry,^^  not 
mentioned  by  Hut  ton,  had  his  portion  in  Old  Hutton, 
and  was  clearly  in  his  mother's  favour  [App.  7].  William 
went  to  Oxford  and  was  presented  as  an  Independent, 
in  1657,  to  the  rectory  of  Windermere,  which  he  held  for 
48  years,  after  entering  Holy  Orders  in  1659.  His 
family  is  remarkable.  He  married  in  April,  1662,  had  a 
daughter  Dorothy  baptized  in  Jan.,  1662/3,  3-^^  three 
sons,  two  unbaptized,  buried  on  one  day  in  Nov.,  1663 
[Par.  Registers  of  Windermere,  quoted  by  Nightingale, 
Ejected  of  1662,  pp.  1045-6] — in  all  four  children  in  the 
first  18  months  of  married  life.  Later  on,  among  other 
children,  he  had  twin  sons  who  went  to  Oxford  and  were 
ordained  [Magrath,  Flemings  in  Oxford,  i,  164^^.].  In 
this  exuberant  paternity  he  did  not  quite  attain  the 
record  of  his  great-grandfather  which  will  be  noted  in 

*  Kindly  communicated  by  the  President,  and  here  cited  by  permission  of 
Mr.  S.  H.  le  Fleming. 
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its  place  [infra,  iii  §  3].  Thomas^^  and  George^  the 
youngest  sons  of  Thomas/*  were  both  of  age  when  their 
father  made  his  Will,  but  still  under  indenture  in 
London;  they  were  provided  with  £1000.  each  on 
becoming  free  of  the  City.  They  were  therefore  both 
destined  for  commercial  life.  It  is  not  unlikely  that 
George^  is  the  Mr.  George  Wilson  of  Stricklandgate 
Batchler  "  who  was  buried  [K]  in  June,  1701. 
18.  The  eldest  son  and  heir  Edward^^,  who  according  to 
Hutton  [supra.  §  I  3]  was  born  at  Lyth  in  1618,  was 
inevitably  named  after  Edward^  the  great,  though  his 
nickname  of  '  Little  Edward  '  is  said  to  have  an  inde- 
pendent origin.  His  age  at  death  has  been  well  attested, 
so  that  the  date  assigned  for  his  birth  is  trustworthy. 
He  was  therefore  23  when  he  was  admitted  to  Grays 
Inn  in  June,  1641.  The  age  is  above  the  average  for 
entry,  and  his  dedication  to  law  may  have  been  an 
afterthought.  In  his  own  circle  Nicholas  heir  of 
Edward  Fisher  had  been  admitted  eight  years  before  at 
the  age  of  20,  and  Henry^*  heir  of  Thomas^^  Wilson  of 
Underley  under  17  in  1639/40. 

In  1646,  no  doubt  in  view  of  his  marriage,  he  set  up 
his  initials  E.W.  over  the  portal  of  Park  House  about 
2  m.  from  Kirkby  Lonsdale  [supra.  §  14].  His  first 
marriage  was  with  Jane  daughter  of  Gawen  Braithwaite 
of  Ambleside.  Six  children  of  the  marriage  are  regis- 
tered at  Tunstall,  the  mother  dying  at  the  birth  of  the 
last  in  June,  1656.  Two  years  later  he  married  (2) 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  Roger  Kirkby  of  Kirkby  in 
Furness,  and  by  her  had  four  more  children.  In  1668 
he  secured  his  provision  for  the  second  family  by  renew- 
ing the  lease  of  Casterton  Hall  :*  and  in  1690  he  acquired 

*  See  letter  of  Sir  John  Otway  in  M.C.W.  quoted  in  R.K.  iii,  292,  especially 
"  they  are  resolved  to  make  a  lease  to  you  and  to  no  man  else,  but  for  the  50  lib. 
f&ne  it  must  be  paid  againe."  This  requires  explanation  hitherto  lacking.  It 
appears  from  the  Carus-Wilson  deeds  (kindly  communicated  by  Col.  Chippindall) 
that  on  25  Jan.,  1658/9,  in  view  of  his  marriage  with  Dorothy  Kirkby,  Edward 
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the  freehold  of  Nether  Levens  Hall  where  Edward^  had 
lived  his  long  life.  He  himself  attained  the  great  age 
of  89,  and  only  two  years  before  autographed  his  last 
Will  [App.  8]. 

19.  The  next  heir  to  Dallam  Tower — which  was  regarded 
as  the  primary  seat  of  the  family — was  his  eldest  son 
Edward^^,  b.  1651,  commonly  called  '  Long  Edward  ' 
from  his  stature.  He  went  to  Oxford  in  1669,  and  two 
years  later  was  admitted  to  Grays  Inn.  In  1678  he 
married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Daniel  Fleming  of 
Rydal,  with  a  portion  of  £1000.,  and  by  her  had  five 
children,  of  whom  only  Daniel  the  second  son  came  to 
age.  By  the  death  of  the  eldest  son  the  succession  of 
Edwards  at  Dallam  Tower  was  interrupted,  and  the 
name  Daniel  alternated  in  the  pedigree.  Edward^"^  was 
settled  at  Park  House  while  his  father  lived,  and  his 
family  is  gathered  from  the  parish  register  of  Tunstall. 

20.  Daniel  Wilson,  first  of  the  name,  was  of  Nether  Levens 
in  1705,  of  which  he  inherited  the  freehold  two  years 
later  under  his  grandfather's  Will  [App.  8].  He  entered 
Parliament  in  1708  and  sat  tiU  1747.  His  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  daughter  of  William  Crowle,  a  rich  merchant 
of  Hull,  appears  to  belong  to  c.  1716.  Of  eight  known 
children  seven  can  be  placed  in  order  by  documentary 
evidence.  One  was  baptized  at  St.  Margaret's,  West- 
minster, and  registered  also  at  Beetham  on  his  father's 
succession  to  Dallam  Tower.  Elizabeth  is  spoken  of  as 
his  '  second  daughter  ' ;  and  Dorothy,  who  revives  a 
pedigree  name  lost  in  the  previous  generation,  is 

Wilson  settled  "  all  that  is  cappitall  messviage  and  tenement  called  Casterton  Hall 
and  the  lands  to  the  same  belonging  and  the  water  corn-mill,  late  in  the  possession 
of  Thomas  Wilson  father  of  the  said  Edward  Wilson.  Also  the  rectory  and 
parsonage  of  Tunstall  and  the  tithes  thereto  [belonging]  and  the  tithe  barns  of 
Tunstall,  etc." 

The  original  lease  had  therefore  been  obtained  before  1656  among  Thomas 
Wilson's  transactions  in  the  interregnum.  At  the  Restoration  all  transactions  in 
Crown  property  were  voided.  Sir  John  Otway  obtained  a  regrant  of  the  lease, 
but  all  his  "  skill,  interest  and  art  "  could  not  obtain  remission  of  the  fine  on  entry. 
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probably  the  eldest  child  of  all — for  she  was  married  to 
William  Fleming,  LL.D.,  Archdeacon  of  Carlisle,  1734- 
43.  Daniel  and  William  died  young — optimae  spei,  as 
their  father  attests.  George^^  the  4th  son,  an  officer  in 
the  army,  settled  in  Abbot  Hall,  Kendal,*  which  he  is 
said  to  have  rebuilt  in  1759 ;  an  engraving,  probably  of 
the  new  house,  hangs  in  the  vestry  of  Kendal  church. 
"  Sybil  Elizabeth  daughter  of  George  Wilson,  esq.  and 
Ann  Sybil  his  wife  "  was  baptized  [K.]  in  June,  1766. 
Thomas-^  the  5th  son  entered  Grays  Inn  at  an  early  age 
and  became  a  K.C.  Daniel  (2)  was  a  Scholar  and 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  spent  his  life 
as  vicar  of  Beetham.  In  this  generation  the  family 
attained  the  zenith  of  its  distinction. 

21.  The  eldest  son  was  Edward born  in  1718.  He  lived 
only  to  the  age  of  45,  but  left  by  his  wife  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Fleming,  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  These  are  named  by  Hutton  of  Beetham 
with  particularity  on  which  there  is  every  reason  to  rely. 
The  Baptism  of  Daniel  the  heir  is  registered  at  Beetham, 
and  Dorothy,  b.  1749,  who  was  married  to  Richard 
Watson,  a  Heversham  boy  who  became  Bishop  of 
Llandaff  (and  resided  at  Windermere)  is  stated  by  him 
to  be  the  eldest  daughter.  Very  little  has  been  gathered 
about  this  generation,  but  it  is  known  that  Daniel,  who 
was  unmarried  in  1777,  lost  his  first  wife  two  years 
later.  He  afterwards,  c.  1782,  married  Sarah  Harper 
of  Heath,  Yorks.,  by  whom  he  had  three  daughters  and 
a  son  Edward^*.  The  last  predeceased  his  father, 
whereby  the  male  succession  died  out  in  1824. 

22.  We  have  still  to  consider  the  junior  branch  of  the  family 
which  descended  from  Edward^^  by  his  marriage  (1658) 
with  Dorothy  Kirkby.    At  the  Visitation  of  March, 

*  Probably  succeeding  Christopher  Hudson  to  whom  it  was  devised  by  his 
grandfather  Gervase  Wilson  [infra.  IH  §  13]  in  1701,  and  who  is  found  there  at 
the  Baptism  [K.]  of  a  child  in  Jan.  1746/7. 
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1664/5  two  sons  of  the  marriage  were  entered,  viz. 
Thomas^^  aged  3  and  Roger  aged  2.  Two  daughters 
Jane  and  Dorothy  are  known  by  their  grandmother 
Wilson's  Will  [App.  7].  None  of  the  Baptisms  is  found 
at  Tunstall.  Thomas^^  evidently  died  young,  and  Roger 
lived  only  to  the  age  of  27.  He  married,  probably  in 
1685,  Jane  Foxcroft  of  Holme  House  in  Whittington, 
and  left  three  children,  Edward^^,  Jane  and  Roger. 
Of  these  Edward^^  married  two  widows  in  succession, 
and  by  the  second  had  two  children,  both  of  whom  died 
in  infancy. 

The  succession  at  Casterton  Hall  then  depended  on 
the  second  son  Roger.  He  married  Elizabeth  Anderson 
of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  had  six  children  born  to 
him,  of  whom  the  last  two  died  as  infants.  There 
remained  Ann,  Roger  and  the  twins  Jane*  and  Elizabeth. 
Roger  became  a  Bencher  at  Grays  Inn,  and  was  Recorder 
of  Kendal,  1757-66,  but  died  unmarried  in  1769,  where- 
upon the  property  passed  to  his  sisters.  Ann  was 
married  soon  afterwards  to  Marwood  Place,  vicar  of 
Kirkby  Lonsdale.  Elizabeth  was  already  the  wife  of 
William  Carus,  whose  heir  William  Wilson  Carus  in 
1793  assumed  the  additional  surname  of  Wilson  and 
founded  the  well-known  family  of  Carus- Wilson. 


n.    THE  KIRKBY  LONSDALE  FAMILY. 

I.  It  has  already  appeared  [supra.  I,  §§  5,  6]  that  there 
were  in  Kirkby  Lonsdale  three  brothers,  Henry*, 
Edward^  and  Thomas^  Wilson,  who  founded  families  in 
and  after  1555.  Of  these  Edward^  was  the  father  of 
two  sons,  Edward^  and  Henry^ — and  probably  of  no 
other  child.    His  brother  Thomas^  also,   we  shall 

*  Only  registered  [K.L.]  at  burial  in  May,  1768  aged  40.  The  brother  and 
sisters  are  named  as  such  in  her  Probate  [Act  Book]. 


*  Only  registered  [K.L.]  at  burial  in  May,  1768  aged  40.  The  brother  and 
sisters  are  named  as  such  in  her  Probate  [Act  Book]. 


*  Only  registered  [K.L.]  at  burial  in  May,  1768  aged  40.  The  brother  and 
sisters  are  named  as  such  in  her  Probate  [Act  Book]. 
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shortly  find,  named  his  first  two  sons  by  these  names  in 
the  same  order.  When  therefore  a  third  contemporary 
family  in  the  parish  is  found  beginning  with  the  same 
two  names,  it  must  be  concluded  that  this  is  a  collateral 
family  and  that  the  father  John  is  a  fourth  to  the  three 
brothers  previously  known. 

In  the  three  families  that  had  daughters  the  name 
Mabel  is  bestowed,  and  in  one,  if  not  two,  of  them  on  the 
eldest.  This  strongly  suggests  that  the  parents  of  the 
four  brothers  were  Edward^  and  Mabel  Wilson.  Of 
such  an  Edward^  there  are  evidences.  A  man  of  the 
name  was  a  witness  to  the  Wills  of  two  parochial 
priests  viz.  Sir  William  Helme  (Aug.  1550)  and  Sir  Roger 
Gibson  (Jan.,  1557/8),  the  latter  of  Keastwick,  where 
the  family  property  of  the  Wilsons  is  afterwards 
identified.  At  the  earlier  of  these  dates  Edward^  was 
probably  only  16,  and  unlikely  to  be  called  in  witness 
by  an  old  priest. 

A  question  must  arise  whether  the  family  of  Edward^ 
and  Mabel  can  have  been  born  in  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 
Besides  the  four  known  sons,  a  daughter  married  to 
John  Wethereld  [App.  11]  is  known,  and  possibly  there 
were  others.  The  eldest  son  Henry*  married  c.  1554, 
and  the  others  in  succession,  and  as  at  this  date  men 
married  at  age  or  earlier,  the  family  probably  begins  not 
earher  than  1533.  The  parish  register,  beginning  five 
years  later,  has  no  records,  so  that  five  children  or  more 
would  have  to  be  attributed  to  five  years — a  thing  by  no 
means  impossible  in  this  family,  but  perhaps  against  the 
balance  of  probability  in  a  case  unproved.  The  burial 
of  a  Mabel  Wilson  [K.L.]  in  Jan.,  1597  is  probably  theit 
of  the  mother. 

The  choice  of  the  name  Henry  for  the  second  son  in 
three  collateral  families  is  an  impressive  fact  which  must 
be  kept  in  mind :  for  the  2nd  son  was  normally  named 
after  his  maternal  grandfather,  and  it  is  hardly  con- 
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ceivable  that  the  three  fathers  happened  to  have  each  of 
them  a  father-in-law  of  this  name. 
Henry*  had  a  first  child  baptized  in  July,  1555.  A  gap 
in  registration  occurs  Jan.,  1556/7 — April,  1560,  after 
which  the  family  continues  in  a  Baptism  of  Oct.,  1560. 
To  the  gap  belong  William  [App.  12] — who  married  in 
1586/7  and  had  among  other  children  Jane  and  Mary 
named  in  the  grandfather's  Will  [App.  11] — and  a 
daughter  who  was  married  in  1577  Christopher 
Stockdale  of  Barbon  (a  young  man  17  years  of  age)  and 
was  mother  of  eight  children  including  Jane  (1581)  and 
Alice  (1591),  and  died  Oct.,  1592.  Her  3rd  daughter, 
who  should  by  custom  be  named  after  her  [Trans,  n.s. 
xxvi,  151]  was  called  Ann,  the  other  twin  (for  there  were 
twins  at  this  birth)  being  called  William.  This  may  well 
raise  a  suspicion  that  she  and  her  brother  William  were 
themselves  twins,  born  in  the  second  half  of  1559.  If 
so,  it  is  open  to  conjecture  that  the  earlier  part  of  the 
gap  covers  also  an  Edward  (or  Edward  and  Henry)  who 
did  not  long  survive. 

Soon  after  the  Borough  of  .Kendal  was  incorporated 
in  1575  four  men  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  obtained  by 
purchase  the  liberty  to  trade  in  shops  there  on 
market-days,  etc.,  viz.  Henry*  and  Thomas^  Wilson, 
James  Backhouse  and  John  Bainbrig.  Of  these 
Henry*  Wilson  and  Backhouse  received  the  grant  in 
identical  terms  [K.B.R.  pp.  214,  216],  and  may  therefore 
be  supposed  to  have  traded  on  similar  lines.  The 
Inventory  of  the  latter  (1578)  has  been  printed  [Surtees 
Soc,  vol.  26]  and  exhibits  an  extraordinary  range  of 
wares.  There  is  however  a  remarkable  difference  in  the 
terms  on  which  the  identical  grants  were  made.  Not 
only  was  Wilson  moved  to  contribute  twice  as  much  as 
Backhouse  to  the  charges  of  the  Corporation  (20  marks 
as  compared  with  10),  but  in  his  case  it  is  emphasized 
that  the  concession  is  made  "  not  only  for  his  contri- 
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bution  aforesaid  but  chiefly  to  gratify  our  very  good  lord 
and  dear  friend  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  now  of  England  and  our  very  worshipped  friend 
Master  Thomas  Boynton,  esq.  and  concerning  their 
several  letters  in  his  behalf  to  us  directed."  This 
elaborate  palaver  sets  one  thinking — for  20  marks  was 
not  only  comparatively,  but  absolutely,  a  large  payment 
at  the  date. 

Henry*  had  lost  his  first  wife  in  Aug.,  1574,  and  in 
Nov.,  1575  married  again,  but  the  second  marriage  was 
childless.  Thus  his  family  became  extinct  in  the  male 
line  at  his  own  death  in  1607,  his  son  and  grandson 
having  predeceased  him.  His  Will  [App.  11]  suggests 
that  he  had  retired  from  business.  He  leaves  alms  for 
the  poor  and  a  bequest  to  the  Grammar  School.  His 
great-grandchildren  are  doubtless  children  of  Nicholas 
Borrett.  The  Inquisition  p.m.  is  referred  to  by  N.  &  B. 
i,  248. 

3.  The  few  facts  that  can  be  gathered  about  Edward^,  the 
next  in  the  generation,  have  been  already  set  out 
[supra.  I  §  6].  Nothing  is  known  of  his  occupation  in 
life:  but  his  position  as  a  parish  feoffee  apparently 
warrants  two  conclusions — that  he  was  a  landowner,  on 
whatever  scale,  and  that  his  domicile  was  in  the  parish. 
His  Will  has  not  been  found. 

4.  Thomas^  married  in  Jan.,  1560/1,  and  in  1563-80  had 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  His  family  records  are 
interrupted,  like  his  eldest  brother's,  by  a  gap  in 
registration — which  in  this  case  persists  for  4  years, 
May,  1566 — May,  1570.  He  died  intestate  in  Aug., 
1591,  and  administration  of  his  estate  was  committed 
to  the  widow  Agnes,  his  son  Edward',  his  brothers 
Henry*  and  Edward^  "  of  Kirkby  gents."  and,  by  a 
fortunate  memorandum  endorsed,  two  daughters  Alice 
and  Ellen,  of  full  age,  are  to  be  joined  with  them.  These 
daughters  belong  to  the  gap,  and  probably  complete  the 
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generation.  Ellen  was  married  in  April,  1592  to 
Edward  Jennings,  whose  son  John  and  daughter  Agnes, 
wife  of  Nicholas  Glover,  are  mentioned  by  Henry^ 
Wilson  [App.  15].  Alice  became  the  third  wife  of 
Leonard  Middleton  in  May,  1602.  Jane  the  3rd 
daughter  was  obtained  in  1588/9  by  William,  a  younger 
son  of  Robert  Lightburne ;  and  Mabel  was  wife  of  John 
Williamson  [App.  16]. 

Thomas^  was  apparently  an  ironmonger  [K.B.R.  p. 
212].  The  valuation  of  goods  includes  the  stock-in- 
trade  at  Kirkby  and  Kendal,  and  indicates  a  prosperous 
man.  But  he  died  aged  about  55,  and  left  children 
under  age — Henry^  was  17,  Mabel  13  and  Thomas^  11 
years  old. 

5.  The  Administration  Bond  provided  for  the  '  bringing 
up  '  of  the  family,  and  so  fully  was  the  obligation 
fulfilled  that  the  heir  Edward"^  did  not  marry  till  Thomas® 
his  youngest  brother  had  attained  to  his  first  degree  at 
Cambridge.  He  was  then  36  years  of  age.  He  lived 
till  June,  1621,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
the  undated  Inventory,  etc.  calendared  in  the  Arch- 
deaconry under  1620  really  belongs  to  his  estate.  One 
of  the  valuers  is  John  Williamson  his  brother-in-law: 
and  Thomas^^  Wilson  who  is  to  administer  with  the 
widow  Alice  is  no  doubt  his  son  baptized  [K.L.]  in 
March,  1600/1.  He  had  another  son  Henry^^  born  in 
1602  [App.  i]  who  was  not  baptized  in  the  parish,  and 
may  be  mistaken  in  thinking  that  he  was  born  there: 
of  him  nothing  is  certainly  known  beyond  what  he  has 
himself  put  on  record.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
he  survived  to  the  age  of  109.*    Moreover  there  are 

*  In  March  1711/2  "  Mr.  Henry  Wilson  who  dyed  at  Sellet  hall  in  Lanes,"  was 
brought  for  burial  to  K.L.  This  fact,  taken  in  view  of  his  name  and  designation, 
makes  it  practically  certain  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  dominant  family  of 
Wilson  in  the  parish.  The  only  Henrys  whose  burial  is  not  otherwise  accounted 
for  are  Henry^^  and  Henry^^.  The  latter  was  heir  to  the  entailed  estate  of 
Underley  [infra.  §  10],  which  however  passed  on  his  father's  death  in  1684  to 
Thomas^^  his  next  brother.     There  is  therefore  an  overwhelming  probability  that 
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married  nieces  of  his  brother  Henry,^  especially  Jane 
Poore  of  Halifax  [App.  15],  who  cannot  be  placed  in  the 
known  families  of  their  sisters,  and  probably  are  the 
daughters  of  Edward^.  One  is  tempted  to  suggest  that 
he  was  engaged  in  wholesale  business,  like  his  younger 
brother,  and  that,  while  domiciled  in  Kirkby  Lonsdale 
where  he  had  his  patrimony,  he  was  stationed  as  an 
agent  in  HaUfax,  where  his  grandson  was  sent  to 
school.  The  very  small  personalty  proved  in  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Richmond  favours  such  a  suggestion. 
[App.  14]. 

6.  Henry^,  the  next  brother,  was  17  years  old  at  his 
father's  death,  and  had  probably  only  recently  left 
K.L.  School,  after  catching  something  of  the  new  zeal 
for  learning  which  had  been  kindled  by  the  re-con- 
stitution. He  was  contemporary,  and  evidently 
intimate,  with  Thomas  Bainbrig,  afterwards  Master  of 
Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  himself  the  son  of  a 
merchant  clothier  resident  in  the  parish  [Trans,  n.s. 
xxiv,  125,  142].  His  career  in  business,  of  course,  is 
impossible  to  trace,  but,  starting  with  little  or  no 
capital,  he  amassed  a  very  large  fortune  which,  under 
the  conditions  of  the  time,  is  little  short  of  romantic. 
The  family  was  progressive  and  ambitious,  and  he  had 
the  encouragement  and  example  of  his  cousin  at  Nether 

Henryi^  was  dead  in  1684.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  some  positive  grounds 
for  adopting  the  alternative.  Henryi^,  when  he  introduces  himself  as  "  aged 
yeares  seventy  and  three  "  [App.  i],  appears  to  be  writing  from  K.L,  or  its  neigh- 
bourhood. He  is  a  parish  feoffee  in  succession  to  his  father,  or  perhaps,  im- 
mediately, in  succession  to  his  elder  brother.  He  has  perused  his  uncle's  Wills  at 
Underley,  conferred  with  his  namesake  nephew  there,  and  with  Richard  Jackson, 
rector  of  Whittington.  On  the  latter  he  depends  for  the  school's  history  during 
his  own  boyhood.  All  this  points  to  his  having  been  brought  up  elsewhere,  and 
having  returned  to  end  his  days  in  the  district  where  his  fathers  dwelt.  Richard 
Jackson  was  his  natural  friend  as  one  born  and  bred  in  K.L.,  son  of  a  mercer,  who 
in  161,5  was  a  Joint-owner  with  Henry^  Wilson  of  lands  there  [infra.  §  6].  The 
rector  of  Whittington  was  also  a  friend — and  on  occasion  a  business  agent — of  the 
owners  of  Sellet  Hall.  [Trans,  n.s.  xxviii,  p.  73].  The  only  difficulty  hi  the 
identification  is  the  phenomenal  age;  but  this  is  not  unexampled  in  the  family 
[infra.  §  15]. 
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Levens,  eighteen  years  his  senior.  A  business  that 
Hnked  Kendal  with  London  certainly  demanded  char- 
acter and  courageous  enterprise.  And  Henry^  was 
quite  at  home  in  London,  bestowing  legacies  on 
favourite  preachers  both  in  "  Lumbart  Street  "  and  in. 

ould  Jewrie."  Blackwell  Hall,  which  has  the  sound  of 
a  private  residence,  was  in  fact  the  woollen-cloth 
exchange  of  the  capital,  on  the  west  side  of  Basinghall 
Street,*  to  which  '  foreigners  '  were  directed  to  bring 
their  wares :  he  was  therefore  not  a  freeman  of  the  City. 

In  1613,  before  he  was  40,  he  was  scheduled  in  a 
Subsidy  jointly  with  William  Jackson,  "pro  ter.  ihm. 
[i.e.  in  K.L.]  nuper  ter.  hem.  willson  seor."  [P.R.O.] 
As  he  inherited  only  half-a-crown  from  his  namesake 
uncle,  he  must  have  been  already  buying  up  the 
patrimonial  lands  that  entered  into  his  Underley  estate. 

Six  years  later  he  refurnished  the  choir  of  the  parish 
church,  and  gave  a  carved  pulpit  with  tester.  In  1628 
he  rebuilt  the  Grammar  School,  and  before  his  death 
was  supporting  an  usher  to  help  the  Master.  Moreover 
in  relief  of  the  spiritual  destitution  of  the  parish — the 
vicarage  having  been  held  by  absentees  from  1623 — he 
introduced  at  his  own  cost  Richard  Leake,  prebendary 
of  York,  as  Sunday  lecturer.  He  never  married: 
perhaps  in  his  reference  to  his  friend's  '  blessed  children  ' 
there  may  be  caught  a  momentary  sigh. 
7.  His  Will,  of  which  an  abstract  is  given  in  the  Appendix 
[15],  witnesses  as  much  by  word  as  by  deed  to  the  man's 
fundamental  piety  and  passion  for  education.  The 
extreme  length  and  redundant  verbiage  of  the  document 
make  it  difficult  to  follow  the  provisions.  It  appears 
that  he  charged  his  estate  with  over  ^^4000.  for  public 
benefactions  and  personal  legacies,  the  latter  embracing 

*  stow  says  that  it  was  rebuilt  at  the  end  of  the  i6th  cent.  It  was  again  rebuilt 
1672  after  the  Great  Fire.  In  1820  it  was  pulled  down  to  make  room  for  the  new 
Courts  of  Law  at  Guildhall.  The  present  Wool  Exchange  is  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Basinghall  Street. 
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a  number  of  nieces  and  god-children,  business  associates, 
public  persons  and  personal  friends.  The  larger 
benefactions  include  £500.  to  Queen's  College,  Oxford, 
and  the  like  sum  to  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  for 
acquiring  ecclesiastical  patronage,  and  £700.  for  ap- 
prenticing charities  to  send  boys  and  girls  from  Kirkby 
Lonsdale  and  Kendal  to  serve  indentures  in  London. 
He  also  endows  Exhibitions  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford, 
for  boys  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  two  towns.  The 
whole  distribution  is  on  a  large  scale,  including  £100. 
to  be  doled  to  the  poor  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  on  the  day 
of  his  burial.  All  the  real  estate  is  devised  to  his 
nephew  Thomas^^  Wilson  and  his  sons  in  tail  male. 

Thus,  while  he  profited  by  the  stimulus  of  his  cousin 
Edwards's  example,  it  is  clear  that  he  went  much  further 
as  a  benefactor  to  church  and  learning. 

As  a  royalist  he  was  divided  from  his  cousin  and  the 
Heversham  following;  but  this  did  not  deter  him  from 
giving  legacies  to  several  of  them.  He  was  himself 
scheduled  as  a  Delinquent  long  years  after  his  death 
[R.K.  i,  112]. 

3.  Thomas^  was,  according  to  his  nephew's  witness 
[App.  i]  the  younger  brother  of  Henry^,  and  is  therefore 
doubtless  the  person  baptized  [K.L.]  3  Ap.  1580,  where 
the  record  has  been  interpolated  in  the  transcript.  He 
was  a  boy  at  school  when  his  father  died,  and  was  kept 
at  school  for  another  5  years.  He  proceeded  to  Christ's 
College,  Cambridge,  and  is  found  in  the  College  Register 
next  to  Thomas  Tuke,  the  quaint  preacher  to  whom  his 
brother  gave  a  legacy  in  after  days.  He  was  M.A.  in 
1603,  and  proceeded  B.D.  1610  and  D.D,  1625.  He 
died  in  1626  at  Kettlestone,  Norfolk,  one  of  several 
livings  which  he  held,  and  left  property  there.  By  his 
Will  [App.  16]  he  left  £200.  to  his  College  for  Exhibitions 
for  boys  of  K.L.  School;  and,  subject  to  a  provision  for 
his  servant  and  a  few  other  bequests,  he  left  his  property 
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to  his  brother  "  of  Blackwell  Hall,  London,  clothier." 
He  ignores  altogether  his  son  Thomas^^  (baptized  at 
Kettlestone  Dec.  1607),  who  was  already  a  Scholar  of 
Caius,  and  afterwards  became  a  Fellow.  [Venn, 
Alumni  Cantabrig].  It  must  be  assumed  that  the 
"  Thomas  Wilson,  clerk,"  whose  children  (including 
Thomas  and  Henry)  are  named  as  legatees,  is  a  near 
relation.  The  most  probable  conjecture  seems  that  he 
was  the  son  of  Edward^  Wilson  of  Leasgill,  to  be  men- 
tioned later  (§  12,  13),  a  first  cousin  who  died  in  1605 
leaving  a  large  family. 
9.  The  family  continues  through  Thomas^^,  already 
mentioned  [supra.  §  5]  as  the  heir  of  Edward'.  He 
married,  before  he  was  20,  Margaret  the  2nd  surviving 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Agnes  Fisher  [supra  I  §  9] .  It 
is  a  little  vexatious  that  the  name  cannot  be  read  in 
either  the  father's  Will  or  the  mother's  Inventory 
[App.  3,  4],  and  that  the  father's  name  is  wanting  in  the 
Visitation  pedigree  of  1664/5.  But  the  matter  is 
abundantly  certain  for  a  number  of  reasons :  (i)  their 
2nd  and  3rd  children  are  named  Henry  and  Agnes  (ii) 
the  4th  was  born  at  Helme  End,  where  the  Fishers 
began  their  married  life  [supra.  I,  §  9]  (iii)  in  1638  they 
are  living  at  Underhelme,  which  had  belonged  to  the 
Fishers*  [App.  3]  (iv)  Dorothy  Wilson  had  a  '  sister 
Wilson  '  in  1678  [App.  7],  and  her  own  11  children  by 
the  side  of  12  born  to  Thomas^^  suggest  a  family  likeness 
in  the  mothers  rather  than  a  mere  coincidence — for 
Agnes  Fisher  also  was  the  mother  of  eleven. 

In  two  houses  so  similar  and  similarly  situated — both 
of  them  socially  aspiring — it  would  not  be  surprising  if 
some  rivalry  were  found  to  emerge. 

Thomas^^  was  probably  under  his  uncle's  protection 
in  business  from  early  years.    His  early  marriage  must 

*  It  was  added  to  the  Underley  estate  at  a  date  unknown,  and  was  so  sold  in 
1732  [infra.  II  §  im.]. 
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have  been  favoured,  and  possibly  had  significance  in 
business  as  well  as  in  sentiment.  As  his  uncle  died  in 
Aug.,  1639,  he  attained  to  his  inheritance  14  years  before 
his  namesake  at  Heversham  Hall.  The  transition  from 
Underhelme  to  Underley  was  immediate:  only  two 
months  later  he  appears  in  the  Court  Rolls  as  Steward 
of  the  manor  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  in  succession  to  Roger 
Otway.  He  had  already  sent  his  heir  Henry^*  from 
school  at  Halifax  to  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  and 
shortly  afterwards — doubtless  with  an  eye  to  the  bench 
— he  entered  him  at  Grays  Inn.  The  latter  step  was 
followed  at  Heversham  a  year  or  two  later.  In  1642 
he  was  concerned  in  a  boundary  dispute  with  neighbours 
at  Underley  [Manor  Court  Rolls].  On  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  he  flung  himself  into  the  royahst  cause, 
and  was  commissioned  under  Sir  Philip  Musgrave 
[R.K.  i,  117] — after  whom  it  is  likely  that  he  named  his 
nth  child  in  1643.  He  paid  a  fine  of  £229.  (perhaps  as 
a  tenth  of  his  estate)  in  1646  [R.K.  i,  117].  He  had 
joined  with  Sir  Henry  Bellingham  in  a  lease  from 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  of  the  rectory  of  Kirkby 
Lonsdale,  which  must  have  been  a  large  speculation,  and 
was  certainly  a  bad  one,  for  the  tithe  was  sequestered 
by  the  Parliamentarians  [Nightingale,  Ejected  of  1662, 
p.  1015]  in  April,  1646.  The  corresponding  venture  at 
Heversham  [supra  I  §  71]  was  of  course  sheltered. 
[App.  6]. 

He  died  in  Nov.,  1646,  aged  only  45,  and  was  probably 
poorer  than  when  he  succeeded.  He  may  have  been 
wise  enough  to  make  settlements  on  his  wife,  but  the 
amount  of  his  fine  and  the  security  for  his  Adminis- 
tration point  the  same  way. 

The  widow,  left  with  a  large  family  including  an  infant 
of  four  months,  lived  for  another  44  years,  surviving  all 
her  sons,  and  all  her  daughters  but  one.  She  must  have 
been  a  thrifty  woman,  for  besides  bringing  up  her 
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children  and  portioning  several  daughters,  she  was  able 
to  acquire  lands  of  her  own  at  Underley  (her  husband's 
inheritance  being  strictly  entailed)  and  at  Biggins,  and 
disposed  of  a  large  estate  for  a  widow.  [App.  i8]. 
10.  The  next  succession  at  Underley  was  almost  syn- 
chronous with  the  Wilson  establishment  at  Park  House 
[supra.  I  §  i8],  but  the  heir  Henry^^  did  not  immediately 
come  into  residence.  In  1649  the  Underley  freeholds 
are  entered  in  the  Court  Rolls  in  the  name  of  the  '  heirs 
of  Thomas  Wilson  gent,'  and  it  is  only  in  1651  that 
Henryi^  is  enrolled  by  name  as  the  owner.  He  had  been 
serving  in  the  war  as  a  royalist — for  which  he  was  made 
to  pay  the  penalty  [R.K.  i,  117,  ii,  271] — and  possibly 
had  thus  been  brought  into  relations  with  the  Edmunds 
family  of  Rotherham  and  Worsborough.  He  married 
in  1649/50  Ann  daughter  of  Thomas  Edmunds,  who  was 
secretary  to  the  famous  Earl  of  Strafford.  On  this 
occasion  her  father  wrote  (11  Mar.  1649)  to  the  bride- 
groom's mother  (still  resident  at  Underley)  asking  for 
her  love  and  kind  usage  to  a  daughter  who  had  never 
displeased  or  disobeyed  him.  The  letter  begins: 
"  Good  sister,  I  may  not  let  my  daughter  (quit)  me 
without  some  expression  of  my  respects  unto  you, 
which  by  the  bond  of  marriage  you  may  justly  challenge 
from  me."*  The  Underley  widow  was  evidently  an 
unknown  factor:  on  what  principle  she  could  be 
propitiated  as  '  sister  '  does  not  appear. 

The  issue  of  this  marriage  is  recovered  with  difficulty, 
partly  from  the  pedigree  entered  at  the  Visitation  of 
1664/5,  and  partly  from  registrations  of  burials — for, 
the  father  not  recognizing  the  ministries  imposed  on  the 
parish,  no  Baptism  is  registered  before  the  Restoration. 

But  there  can  be  no  question  that  Henry^^  was  the 
eldest  son.    He  is  so  entered  at  the  Visitation  referred 

*  Information  about  this  family  has  been  kindly  communicated  by  Mr.  G.  E. 
Bower,  a  descendant,  from  the  family  papers. 
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to,  and,  at  his  admission  to  Gray's  Inn  in  1671,  is 
registered  as  his  father's  heir.  The  name  is  irregular; 
but,  shortly  before  his  birth,  Edward^^  of  Park  House 
had  named  his  heir  by  his  own  name,  and  if  there  was 
to  be  an  Edward  dynasty  in  the  one  family,  there 
could  also  be  a  lineage  of  Henrys  at  Underley.  But 
the  ambition  was  not  reaUzed  in  either  case.  Henry^^ 
died  away  from  K.L.,  possibly  in  London  during  his 
student  days.  The  second  and  third  sons  are  evidently 
named  after  the  two  grandfathers,  and  in  the  last  the 
family  name  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  is  bestowed  after 
the  example  of  the  Edmunds  family  [cf.  Foster's  Yorks. 
Pedigrees].  It  seems  likely  that  it  was  owing  to  this 
connexion  that  George  Buchanan,  the  ejected  vicar  of 
the  parish,  was  befriended  by  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth 
[Walker's  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  ii,  211]. 

The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Dec.  1662,  a  month 
before  her  father,  and  only  a  few  months  after  the  birth 
of  her  last  child.*  A  few  years  later  the  widower 
married  a  second  wife  of  the  same  name,  Ann,  who  has 
not  been  identified — but  there  were  no  more  children. 

The  Civil  War,  as  we  have  seen,  impoverished  the 
Underley  family  while  it  increased  the  prosperity  of  the 
rival  house.  In  1656,  by  his  father's  death,  Edward^^ 
succeeded  inter  alia  to  Dallam  Tower  and  was  known  by 
that  seat  before  he  resided  there.  There  was  inter- 
change of  '  salutes  '  and  '  artichoake  slipps  '  between 
the  cousins  of  Park  House  and  Underley ;  but  there  was 
also  a  dispute  about  the  right  to  a  pew  in  the  parish 
church  in  1668/9  [M.C.W.,  p.  55].  In  June,  1669  the 
Chancellor  of  York  "  confirmed  Edward  Wilson  of 
Dallam  Tower,  esq.  in  his  pew  or  seat  next  Adjoining 
the  reading  deske  ....  belonging  to  Beckside  Hall 
in  Casterton."     [Memo,  in  Churchwardens'  Account 

*  The  father  Thomas  Edmunds  by  his  Will  of  7  Oct.,  1662  left  £100.  to  each  of 
her  children. 
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Books].  Such  a  chief  seat  was  no  doubt  thought  to 
carry  a  social  precedence.  Both  the  parties  were 
magistrates  for  the  Barony  [Flemings  in  Oxford,  i,  204], 
Henryi*  died  in  May,  1684  and  his  Will  is  extant 
[App.  19].  His  personalty  is  not  very  large.  He  pro- 
vides for  his  widow  with  £20.  per  annum,  some 
household  furnishings,  a  miniature  of  his  first  father-in- 
law,  and  his  first  wife's  receipt-book.  His  son  Edmunds 
has  passed  out  of  knowledge,  and  John  apparently  has 
not  yet  finished  his  education. 

11.  Thomas^^  the  next  heir  married  eight  months  later,  and 
had  nine  children  baptized  in  the  parish  church,  of  whom 
five,  including  two  Henrys,  predeceased  him.  He  lived 
till  1723,  but  made  no  history.  His  heir  presumptive 
married  c.  1716,  and  lived  only  till  Jan.  1720/1,  when 
his  widow  Barbara  passed  to  Casterton  Hall  as  2nd  wife 
of  Edward^^  Wilson. 

The  succession  therefore  devolved  on  Thomas^^  the 
3rd  son,  who  in  July  17 14  married  '  Mrs.  Frances 
Tatham.'  He  was  at  that  date  '  of  Giggleswick,'  and 
only  one  child  is  registered  in  K.L.  Possibly  he  never 
resided  at  Underley  Hall  which  he  sold  in  1732,*  and  so 
Wilson  of  Underley  came  to  an  end. 

12.  We  have  still  to  trace  the  4th  collateral  family  of 
Kirkby  Lonsdale,  which  descends  from  John  [supra  §  i] 
who  married  in  Nov.  1560,  and  was  therefore  presumably 
born  c.  1539.  Two  children  of  the  marriage,  Edward^ 
and  Henry^  are  registered  before  the  gap  of  1566-70. 
Afterwards,  owing  to  occurrents,  no  certain  conclusions 
can  be  drawn  from  the  registrations,  though  a  John  fil. 
John  in  Ap.  1580  is  suggestive  (only  girls  having  inter- 
vened) of  a  third  son.  Sons,  of  course,  frequently  are 
lost  sight  of,  but  it  is  worth  noting  that  there  is  no  trace 

*  Apparently  in  November.  The  sale  was  advertised  in  the  Kendal  Weekly 
Courant,  of  Oct.  21,  1732.  The  rental  was  said  to  be  £250  p.a.  and  Underhelme 
(90  a.)  was  part  of  the  estate. 
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of  Edward^  or  Henry^  in  later  days  in  the  parish.  The 
facts  are  clearly  consistent  with  a  family  migration,  and 
this  conclusion  is  here  adopted  on  the  following  grounds. 

A  family  exactly  answering  the  requirements  is  found 
afterwards  in  the  parish  of  Heversham,  farming  lands  in 
Leasgill  and  Beathwaite  Green.    The  Wills  of  Edward^ 
(1605)  John  (1612),  Henry^  (1620)  and  John  (1622),  are 
extant  [App.  21,  20,  24,  25].  of  which  the  last  three  are 
those  of  a  father  and  two  sons.    The  first  three  also  have 
a  common  feature  in  that  in  each  of  them  Edward 
Wilson  is  named  as  a  supervisor,  a  compliment  usually 
reserved  for  some  one  to  whom  the  testator  looked  up, 
whether  as  landlord  or  as  a  friend  of  higher  social 
standing.    At  this  time  and  place,  it  is  natural  to  think 
of  Edward^  of  Nether  Levens.    If  it  be  thought  probable 
that  John  and  his  son  Henry^  mean  the  same  person,  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  latter  identifies  him  as  Mr. 
Edward  Wilson.    Edward^  refers  to  his  supervisor  as 
'  my  cousin,'  so  that,  if  Edward^  can  be  taken  for  a  son 
of  John,  the  identification  is  complete.    Of  this  there  is 
the  strongest  presumption  in  the  facts  that  his  pedigree 
continues  in  John — Edward,  and  that  Richard  Nealson 
(afterwards  to  be  further  mentioned)  is  one  of  the 
valuers.    He  predeceased  his  father,  and  his  children 
are  not  mentioned  in  his  father's  Will. 

A  few  more  facts  may  be  gathered  about  the  family 
from  these  Wills.  Mabel  is  mentioned  in  1622  [App.  25] 
and  the  name,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  is  a  link  with  the 
collateral  families.  The  same  Will  mentions  a  sister 
married  to  William  Wilson ;  this  would  seem  to  be  Annis 
married  [H.]  in  Dec.  1609.  The  father  John  does  not 
mention  either  of  these.  His  chief  interest  is  in  Henry 
Wilson  and  Richard  Nealson,  the  one  explicitly,  and  the 
other  implicitly,*  a  son-in-law.    The  former  may  fairly 

*  His  children  receive  each  a  sheep  under  the  Will,  which  is  a  characteristic 
bequest  to  grandchildren. 
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be  taken  for  his  nephew  Henry^  in  the  circumstances, 
who  not  improbably  had  married  one  of  his  daughters  as 
a  second  wife.  Richard  Neaison  buried  his  first  wife 
(unnamed)  in  June  1611  (H.] ;  and  in  Dec,  1612  married 
(2)  Isabel  Briggs.  Meanwhile  in  Sept.,  1612,  we  find  a 
note  endorsed  on  this  Will  [App.  20],  '  to  seek  the  testa- 
ment of  Alice  Neaison  of  Grasdall  who  died  in  161 1  for 
Mr.  Robt.  Brigs.'  That  testament  is  still  to  seek:  but 
it  is  evident  that  Richard  Nealson's  ist  wife  was  Alice, 
there  being  no  other  burial  of  a  Neaison  in  that  year  at 
Heversham.  If  therefore  we  are  justified  in  taking 
Richard  Neaison  for  a  son-in-law,  it  will  follow  that 
John  did  not  leave  an  unmarried  daughter  of  that 
name,  and  the  person  named  as  '  my  daughter  Alice 
Wilson  '  must  be  his  son  Henry^'s  2nd  wife. 
13.  Edward^  of  Leasgill,  the  eldest  son,  predeceased  his 
father  in  1605  leaving  a  large  family  [App.  21].  It  has 
been  suggested  (supra.  §  8)  that  one  of  his  sons  was 
assisted  by  the  uncle  Thomas^,  and  was  ordained.  He  is 
the  son  who  entered  into  a  Bond  to  execute  the  Will. 
The  descents  are  traced  for  a  few  generations,  but  they 
do  not  lead  to  anything  interesting,  except  the  tradition 
of  Christian  names  already  mentioned. 

Nor  does  John  the  3rd  son  call  for  much  remark.  He 
was  evidently  a  bachelor,  and  his  outstanding  credits  at 
a  distance  suggest  a  traveller  rather  than  a  farmer.  His 
Will  provides  for  children  of  his  sisters  [App.  25] . 

Our  interest  in  this  generation  is  with  the  2nd  son 
Henry^  of  Beathwaite  Green  who  died  in  April,  1620. 
He  names  two  surviving  children,  Richard  and  Agnes, 
and  a  widow  named  Alice.  He  had  married  Alice 
Backhouse  in  Sept.  1605  [H.],  by  whom  he  had  a 
daughter  Elizabeth,  baptized  in  Dec,  1608.  Richard 
and  Agnes  are  therefore  children  of  an  earlier  marriage. 
As  he  names  Richard  Neaison  as  '  my  brother,'  it  must 
be  inferred  that  his  first  wife  was  that  man's  sister.  No 
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doubt  Richard,  a  new  name  in  the  Wilson  family,  was 
imported  by  this  alliance.  The  Nealsons  can  be  traced 
for  several  generations  at  Cinderbarrow  in  a  line  of  Johns 
and  Richards. 

14.  Richard  Wilson  was  probably  born  c.  1583,  about  2 
years  after  his  grandfather  migrated  from  Kirkby 
Lonsdale.  He  lived  till  April  1679,  thus  matching  the 
longevity  of  Edward^.  His  age  has  been  magnified  in 
legend  to  136  [Foster,  Wilson  of  High  Wray  and  Kendal, 
(1890),  p.  21].  The  widow  Agnes  whom  he  leaves  is  not 
hkely  to  be  the  first  wife;  she  was  probably  Elizabeth, 
seeing  that  two  first  grand-daughters  were  so  named. 
He  married  like  his  father  at  the  age  of  17  or  18,  and  the 
last  two  children  of  the  marriage,  Agnes  and  Thomas^^, 
just  come  into  the  register  at  Heversham.  His  Will 
[App.  26]  names  also  Henry^^,  William,  Richard  and 
Ann.  Henry,  the  first  to  be  mentioned,  must  be  taken 
to  be  the  eldest  son,  according  to  the  usual  tradition; 
but  the  administration  of  the  small  estate  is  granted  to 
William.  It  should  be  observed  that  Walter  Helme  is 
one  of  the  executors.  This  is  probably  the  Walter,  son 
of  Walter,  Helme  baptized  [H.]  in  Oct.,  1623.  He  is  a 
link  with  what  follows — for  two  of  his  daughters  were 
married  to  two  of  Richard  Wilson's  grandsons  [infra.  §§ 
16,  17]. 

15.  William  the  second  son  must  have  been  born  c.  1603. 
He  seems  to  have  revolted  from  the  family  tradition  of 
early  marriage — to  which  his  elder  brother  had  con- 
formed— but  had  seven  children  baptized  at  Heversham 
in  1643-62.  The  eldest  son  is  Richard,  according  to  the 
proper  tradition,  and  the  generation  includes  Edward^^, 
Thomas^o  and  Christopher,  of  whom  Edward^^  and 
Thomas^o  were  twins.  This  family  has  been  dealt  with, 
not  without  inaccuracy,  by  Foster  in  his  Wilson  pedi- 
grees. 

According  to  the  traditional  story  William  married 
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Ann  Stout  of  Lancaster.    No  sort  of  evidence  can  be 
discovered  to  confirm  this  statement.    William  Stout  of 
Lancaster  left  an  autobiographical  journal  (edited  by 
Harland  in  1851),  in  which  he  declares  that  his  own 
mother  was  Elizabeth  Dickinson,  b.  1632  at  Hale  in 
Beetham,  the  youngest  of  five  sisters  [op.  cit.  p.  i],  of 
whom  the  eldest  was  married  to  this  William  Wilson, 
who  is  said  to  have  died  at  Water  Crook  aged  108  in 
Sept.  1721  [ihid.,  p.  99].    Such  a  record  seems  absolutely  \ 
convincing  as  to  the  relationship,  even  if  details  may  be  \ 
wrong.    Consistently  the  Beetham  register  shews  the  ■ 
Baptism  of  Ann  daughter  of  Richard  Diccanson  on  14  \ 
Mar.,  1621/2,  and  of  Elizabeth  daughter  of  the  same  in  [ 
Dec,  1634.    Stout  may  well  have  been  mistaken  about  \ 
his  mother's  exact  age ;  she  was  two  years  younger  than 
she  supposed.    Ages  are  commonly  found  by  docu- 
mentary evidence  to  be  misquoted.    And  September, 
172 1  is  only  approximately  right  as  the  date  of  William 
Wilson's  death,  for  the  burial  took  place  on  Oct.  9.    [K.] . 

Thus  Ann  Dickinson  was  about  20  at  her  marriage  to 
William  Wilson.  Their  home  was  '  on  the  west  of 
Kent,'  when  first  registered,  and  later  is  defined  as 
Heaves,  probably  the  modern  Heaves  farm.  This  was 
William's  property,  and  descended  in  the  family,  but  no  [ 
evidence  has  been  found  to  connect  it  with  Wilsons 
before  the  middle  of  the  17th  cent. 

We  are  led  to  the  amazing  conclusion  that  this  man 
was  in  fact  118  years  old  at  death,  instead  of  108,  but 
that  his  father  who  '  is  said  to  have  lived  to  the  age  of 
136,'  was  really  40  years  younger.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
the  extraordinary  longevity  of  the  two  men  became 
legendary;  but  the  actual  facts,  it  seems,  have  not 
hitherto  been  investigated. 

The  Heaves  property  with  the  residue  of  the  holding 
at  Beathwaite  Green  was  willed  to  Christopher  the  only 
surviving  son  [App.  27].    Lane  Head  in  Helsington, 
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wdth  which  William  has  been  sometmi^  com 
not  appear  in  the  property  of  this  family  till  later. 
.  It  is  not  proposed  to  follow  exhaustively  the  descents 
from  this  extraordinary  man — that  would  unnecessarily 
extend  the  scope  of  this  paper.  But  it  seems  important 
to  have  the  outline  in  view,  as  it  witnesses  to  the 
continuity  of  the  family  traditions,  and  in  some  of  the 
earlier  generations  provides  corrections  of  Foster's  facts. 
Of  the  four  sons  Richard  the  eldest  was  probably  un- 
married, seeing  that  his  name  was  secured  to  the 
pedigree  in  Christopher's  heir  as  early  as  1692.  He  is 
probably  the  R.W.  of  Helsington  Laithes  buried  [K.]  in 
Jan.,  1715/6.  The  other  three  all  married  at  about  the 
age  of  30.  Thomas^^  was  a  tanner  in  Stramongate, 
Kendal,  and  passed  into  the  intimate  fellowship  of  the 
Quakers  [Somervell,  Some  Westmorland  Wills,  p.  68]. 
His  family  died  out  in  the  male  line  in  1786. 

Edward^^  married  Agnes,  daughter  of  Walter,  Helme 
of  Beathwaite  Green  [App.  28]  already  mentioned 
[supra.  §  14]  who  was  buried  [H.]  in  Feb.,  1697/8. 
As  no  Baptisms  are  registered  in  this  Helme  family  it  is 
probable  that  they  were  Quakers.  Three  children  of 
Edward^^  are  gathered  from  the  parish  registers,  the 
fourth  being  known  only  by  the  father's  Will.  The  ist 
daughter  is  duly  named  Ann  (not  Agnes),  Mary  is  fairly 
certainly  the  maternal  grandmother's  name*  {cf.  the 
collateral  generation) ,  while  Elizabeth  is  a  pedigree  name 
lost  in  the  previous  generation.  William  is  probably 
the  youngest  child;  no  provision  is  made  for  him  by 
the  Will,  the  lands  being  divided  among  the  daughters. 
The  family  was  settled  in  Leasgill,  and  Edward^^  was 
apparently  a  substantial  farmer.  There  is  no  trace  of 
any  connexion  of  this  man  with  Barbon. 
But  his  son  WilHam  married  Ellen  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Edward  (not  Thomas)  Garnett  of  Barbon  in  Feb., 

There  are  burials  of  Mary  Helme  [H]  in  Sept.,  1703  and  Feb.,  171 1/2. 
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1717/8  [K.L.],  and  his  first  three  children  were  baptized 
at  Heversham.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Bridge  End, 
Barbon,  the  property  of  the  Garnetts,  and,  on  the  death 
in  1729  of  Thomas  Garnett  (to  whom  the  property  had 
descended)  he  bought  up  the  interest  therein  of  his 
sisters-in-law  and  obtained  conveyance  of  the  farm 
[Whelprigg  Deeds*].  He  died  at  the  age  of  46,  His 
eldest  son  Edward^^  went  to  Oxford — B.A.  1740 — and 
was  Vicar  of  Haltwhistle,  etc.,  and  eventually  sold 
Bridge  End  to  the  Gibsons  of  Whelprigg.  His  2nd 
daughter  Mary  was  married  in  1749  to  James  Gibson  of 
Fellgarth  in  Barbon. 
17.  Christopher,  ist  of  his  name,  was  the  4th  son  and 
youngest  child  of  the  patriarch.  At  his  marriage 
[Lanes.  Marriage  Bonds],  and  for  at  least  17  years  later, 
he  was  at  Helsington  Laithes,  probably  as  a  joint 
tenant  with  his  eldest  brother  [cf.  §  16].  His  wife  was 
no  doubt  another  daughter  of  Walter  Helme,  in  view  of 
his  Will  and  the  name  history  in  his  descents;  for, 
though  he  does  not  mention  his  father-in-law  as  such, 
he  is  in  a  parallel  position  to  his  brother  who  does. 
Six  children  were  baptized  1692-1709,  including  three 
sons,  Richard,  Thomas^^  and  John,  of  whom  Richard 
revives  a  pedigree  name,  while  John  (whether  inten- 
tionally or  not)  recalls  the  founder  of  the  family.  The 
earliest  daughters  are  duly  Ann  and  Mary,  but  the  names 
William  and  Walter  were  never  reached — they  are 
however  brought  back  in  the  generation  below.  Chris- 
topher afterwards  resided  at  Water  Crook,  where  his 
father  in  his  old  age — if  ever  he  was  old — was  living 
with  him  in  1719,  when  he  made  his  Will,  and  at  his 
death  two  years  later.  This  was  apparently  the 
property  of  the  Guy  family,  for  a  William  Guy  of  Water 
Crook  was  Mayor  of  Kendal  in  1643,  and  by  1731  a 
Thomas  Guy  was  raising  a  family  there  [K.].  This 

*  Kindly  communicated  by  Col.  C.  E.  Hollins.  . 
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gives  an  approximate  date  for  Christopher's  removal  to 
Holeslack  in  Helsington,  where  he  died  in  1739.  His 
Will  [App.  29]  has  no  mention  of  his  three  known 
residences,  and  shews  that  the  property  he  owned  was 
let.  He  specifically  devises  Heaves  to  his  heir,  who 
therefore  did  not  obtain  it  with  his  second  wife.  The 
large  amount  of  money  found  after  his  death,  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  still  larger  sum  of  good  debts, 
suggests  a  merchant  prepared  for  big  transactions.  He 
bequeathed  £400.  to  each  of  the  two  younger  sons. 
Richard  was  settled  on  his  own  property  (possibly  a 
wedding-gift)  at  Lane  Head,  near  Helsington  Laithes 
[App.  30]. 

The  2nd  son  Thomas  a  wool-stapler  of  Kendal,  was 
evidently  a  twin  of  Ann  the  2nd  daughter.  He  married 
in  1730  Ellen  (sometimes  registered  as  Eleanor)  daughter 
of  Seth  Burrow  of  Foulstone,  Lupton.  Five  sons  and 
one  daughter  were  born  in  their  home  in  Natland,  where 
he  died  in  Jan.,  1757.    [App.  31]. 

His  heir  Christopher,  b.  1731,  married  shortly  after- 
wards, and  lived  in  Highgate,  Kendal.  He  was  Mayor 
of  the  borough  in  1788.  By  his  wife  Margaret  he  had 
five  children,  of  whom  the  last  child  and  younger  son 
was  another  Christopher,  in  1758-65. 

This  3rd  Christopher,  who  inherited  the  family  genius 
for  business,  became  very  rich.  In  1801,  when  he  was 
only  35,  he  purchased  Abbot  Hall,  Kendal  (the  3rd 
Wilson  to  own  that  property) ;  and  20  years  later, 
perhaps  through  a  homing  instinct,  he  acquired  the 
beautiful  estate  of  Rigmaden  in  Lunesdale,  where  his 
family  is  still  seated.  This  part  of  the  pedigree  is  too 
recent  and  familiar  to  need  recapitulation.  It  is, 
however,  interesting  to  note  that  after  400  years  the 
original  family  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  is  still  represented 
in  the  male  line. 
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III.    THE  FAMILY  IN  KENDAL. 

On  a  review  of  the  ground  already  covered  it  will  appear 
that,  after  a  survey,  not  indeed  exhaustive,  but  at  least 
comprehensive,  of  the  immediate  kindred  of  Edward 
Wilson,  we  have  found  no  hint  of  his  relation  to  his  heir, 
whom  he  specifically  claims  as  a  kinsman.  [App.  2]. 
The  families  traced  include  some  of  the  most  prominent 
names  in  the  county  history,  and  some  of  the  most 
useful  and  beneficent  men.  We  have  not— except  in 
one  case  [supra.  II  §  15] — crossed  the  borders  of 
Foster's  inquiry,  whose  pedigrees  go  so  far  to  unite  the 
whole  of  modern  Kendal  in  one  happy  family.  But  the 
name  of  Wilson  is  an  ancient  one  in  the  district  [R.K.  i, 
45>  54>  150,  170];  and  it  should  not  be  hopeless,  by 
careful  steps,  to  ascend  in  the  pedigree  to  a  common 
ancestor  of  the  persons  with  whom  this  paper  is  con- 
cerned. 

Thomas  Wilson,  heir  of  Edward^,  is  described  by 
Hutton  [supra.  I  §  3],  followed  by  M.C.W.,  as  son  of  a 
man  of  the  same  name  who  died  in  1624,  and,  according 
to  the  latter,  was  of  Staveley  Hall,  Kendal.  There  is 
an  Inquisition  for  a  man  of  this  name  who  died  in  Nov., 
1624,  leaving  a  son  and  heir  of  his  name  then  "  29  years 
and  upwards  of  age  "  [R.K.,  i,  297].  The  property 
disclosed  consisted  of  a  tenement  of  10  a.  in  Sparrowmire 
at  a  rent  of  7d.,  and  a  close  of  3  a.,  likewise  in  Strickland 
Ketel,  called  Stoniebrow.  Two  men  of  the  name  were 
buried  at  Kendal  in  1624,  viz.  Thomas  Wilson  of  Crook 
and  Mr.  Thomas^  Wilson  of  Highgate,  the  former  is 
accounted  for  by  an  Inventory  of  Jan.,  1624/5  shewing 
insignificant  effects  and  a  son  James  as  administrator. 
Stoniebrow  is  found  in  1701,  together  with  Dawson's 
Close  [supra.  I  §  12]  and  another  close  called  Littlemire  to 
be  the  property  of  Edward^^  [R.K.,  iii,  142].    These  are 
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three  fields  at  Lee  Yate,  on  the  border  of  Nethergrave- 
ship  and  Strickland  Ketel,  which  can  be  identified  on 
the  Tithe  Map,  near  Sparrowmire.  And  Thomas^* 
disposed  by  Will  [App.  6]  of  lands  left  to  him  by  his 
father. 

This  may  suffice  to  identify  the  father  as  Mr.  Thomas^ 
Wilson  of  Highgate  in  1624.  He  was  born,  according 
to  his  father's  Inquisition  [infra.  §  3],  in  1571,  and  in 
1592,  when  his  heir  was  born  (at  Dalton  according  to 
Hutton)  was  certainly  living  in  Furness  [infra.  §  5]. 
He  entered  the  Corporation  in  the  Court  of  Assistants, 
and  was  Chamberlain  in  1604  [K.B.R.,  p.  35].  He  was 
elected  a  Burgess  in  Dec.  1612,  and  was  Alderman  in 
1614  [ihid.,  p.  23],  being  to  this  date  consistently 
described  as  a  mercer.  In  1619/20  he  is  called  a 
Clothier  in  the  Heversham  School  deed,  from  which  it 
may  be  inferred  that  he  had  passed  from  retail  to 
wholesale  trade.  Possibly  the  venture  was  not  a  success, 
in  view  of  the  mortgage  on  Dawson's  Close  and  the 
evident  tenderness  of  Edward^  in  the  matter  [supra. 
I  §  12].  No  Will  or  Inventory  is  found.  He  had 
married  a  widow  with  children,  as  is  clear  from  his 
father's  Will,  but  nothing  is  known  of  her  except  her 
name.  Whether  he  had  other  children  of  his  own 
besides  his  heir,  cannot  be  ascertained;  the  sisters 
mentioned  by  Thomas^*  [App.  6]  may  be  half-sisters. 
The  next  step  in  the  ascent  can  be  taken  with  confidence 
to  James  [K.B.R.  p.  29],  who  by  Will  of  11  May,  1600 
[App.  38]  left  to  his  eldest  son  Thomas^ — after  the  death 
of  his  wife  Agnes  (who  survived  till  1615) — inter  alia 
"  four  closes  of  land  at  the  Leythyeat,  Kendal."  An 
Inquisition  was  held  in  1611  [R.K.,  i,  271],  by  which  it 
is  learnt  that  he  died  three  days  after  making  his  Will. 
The  only  property  disclosed  to  the  Escheator  was  the 
Sparrowmire  tenement  held  by  a  rent  of  yd.  and  worth 
los.  per  annum,  which,  not  being  mentioned  in  the  Will, 
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the  testator  had  probably  given  before  to  his  son  when 
he  came  of  age.  This  fact,  and  the  misnaming  of  the 
widow,  suggest  that  these  Inquisitions  in  the  case  of 
small  estates  were  very  formal  and  perfunctory  pro- 
ceedings. However,  the  two  documents  serve  our 
purpose,  for  we  have  found  the  heir  in  possession  of  the 
properties  after  1615. 

James  Wilson  was  one  of  the  original  Court  of  Assistants 
in  1575,  and  was  elected  as  one  of  the  twelve  Burgesses 
in  1580  [K.B.R.,  p.  32] ;  he  was  Alderman  in  1587,  and, 
on  the  death  of  his  frien^  John  Armer  in  1597,  again 
served  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  [K.B.R.,  p.  23].  He 
therefore  was  a  man  honoured  for  his  civic  interests. 

Like  an  elder  brother  to  be  noticed  afterwards,  he 
plied  the  trade  of  a  butcher  in  Highgate  [K.B.R.,  pp.  32, 
73],  and  had  17  children,  including  twins  in  four  succes- 
sive years.  Here  surely  we  find  the  person  who  enters 
into  the  family  story  [supra.  I  §  3]  as  supporting  a  large 
family  by  dealing  in  cattle;  let  us  hope  to  find  also  a 
childless  and  beneficent  uncle.  But  he  has  no  known 
connexion  with  Lyth,*  and  he  is  certainly  not  the 
father  of  Edward^. 

A  curious  annex  to  his  Will  is  a  long  list  of  debts 
owing  to  his  father  at  the  father's  death;  the  large 
amount  (over  £600.)  indicates  that  the  father  was  in 
much  bigger  business  than  the  son,  probably  as  a 
clothier. 

4.  James  had  two  elder  brothers  in  the  Corporation,  of 
whom  Thomas^  was  of  his  own  trade.  [K.B.R.,  pp.  4, 
27].  He  was  one  of  the  original  12  Burgesses  named  in 
the  Charter  of  1575.  [K.B.R.,  p.  279].  His  premises 
were  situated  at  the  top  of  Highgate  \ihid.,  p.  4].  He 
married,  in  Nov.,  1558,  Agnes  Smith  [K.],  whose  burial 
is  registered  in  Feb.,  1578/9.  In  1579  it  was  his  turn  to 
succeed  to  the  Aldermancy,  but  he  preferred  to  pay  the 

*  '  The  Leythyate  '  of  his  Will  is  the  nearest  approach. 
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heavy  fine  of  £10.  He  died  in  Sept.,  1580,  and  his 
Will  [App.  37]  indicates  that  he  was  childless.  He 
leaves  two  shops  to  his  brother  James  and  legacies  to 
James'  children,  including  "  either  of  his  daughters  " — 
for  only  two  were  surviving  at  the  date — and  house 
property  to  the  sons  of  his  '  brother  Harry,'  but  nothing 
to  Henry ^  himself,  who,  as  an  elder  brother  of  higher 
social  status,  is  named  as  a  Supervisor  with  two  other 
members  of  the  Corporation.  The  Will  has  tokens  of 
pubKc  spirit  as  well  as  of  generous  instincts. 
5.  'Mr.  henrie^  wilson  of  hie  gate'  was  buried  [K.]  on 
29  Aug.,  1592,  and  his  Will  [App.  36]  was  made  five 
days  before.  He  is  presumably  the  eldest  of  the  three 
brothers.  As  a  shearman  he  seems  more  likely  to  be  in 
continuity  with  his  father's  business  than  the  others — 
the  eldest  son  is  usually  the  one  to  succeed — and  he  is 
the  first  to  marry  in  1558. 

His  career  in  the  Corporation  of  Kendal  is  easily 
identified.  He  was  appointed  among  the  Assistants  at 
the  institution  of  that  body  in  1575.  He  served  as 
Chamberlain  in  the  next  year,  and  in  1581  (a  year  after 
his  younger  brother  James)  was  elected  a  Burgess.  He 
declined  to  serve  as  Alderman  in  1586,  and  paid  the 
fine.    [K.B.R.,  pp.  31,  27  marg.]. 

The  parish  register  at  Kendal  is  blank  in  1561-70,  but 
after  that  gap  four  daughters  of  Henry  Wilson  of 
Crossbank  are  registered.  It  follows  that  the  three  sons 
John,  Robert  and  Edward^,  who  survived  him,  and  a 
daughter  Margaret,  named  by  her  uncle  Thomas^  in 
1580,  were  born  in  1561-70;  and  it  is  likely  enough  that 
there  were  others.  Robert  was  at  the  date  of  the  Will 
serving  the  testator's  nephew  Thomas^  in  Furness,  who 
seems  to  have  borrowed  capital  from  Henry^. 

His  property  consists  of  premises  in  Highgate,  in 
which  he  is  dwelling,  and  a  burgage  in  Stricklandgate 
occupied  by  two  shearmen  Edward  Bethom  and  Robert 
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Lickbarrow.  This  burgage,  on  a  comparison  of  the  two 
hsts  of  residents  in  K.B.R.  [pp.  8  and  227],  appears  to  be 
adjacent  to  premises  occupied  in  1575  by  '  Henry 
Wilson  eldest '  and  in  1588  by  Robert  Wilson.  The 
testator  mentions  an  uncle  Robert. 

6.  There  were  therefore  three  brothers  in  Highgate  in  1575, 
all  married,  and  all  keen  in  municipal  affairs.  Their 
order  is  Henry^,  Thomas^,  James,  and  they  were 
born  approximately  1537-45.  The  normal  tradition  of 
names,  seeing  that  the  one  known  eldest  son  in  the 
generation  below  is  Thomas^,  favours  the  speculation 
that  they  were  themselves  the  sons  of  a  man  of  this 
name,  a  trader  in  large  business.    One  of  the  printed 

.  Halifax  Wills  [Reg.  Test.,  xi,  244]  shews  that  a  Thomas 
Wilson  of  Kendal  had  dealings  in  that  place  in  1537. 

7.  There  were  other  Wilsons  in  the  Corporation  of  the 
early  days,  and  preeminently  there  was  another  Henry^, 
designated  in  the  charter  of  1575  as  the  Alderman  of  the 
ist  year.  This  man  is  identified  with  certainty  by  a 
Will  [App.  33]  and  an  Inquisition  [R.K.,  i,  271].  He 
died  in  March,  1608/9  at  Kirkbarrow,  just  outside  the 
liberty  of  Kendal,  and  left  a  widow  Ann.  His  '  eldest 
son '  was  Robert,  b.  1561,  at  whose  marriage  with 
Eleanor  Rawlinson  in  1601  he  had  settled  property  in 
Sparrowmire  and  elsewhere  in  Westmorland.  It  may 
therefore  be  expected  that  he  was  himself  the  son  of  a 
Robert.  Another  son  Thomas*,  dead  in  1607,  is 
mentioned,  to  whose  son  Ralph  he  entails  an  estate  in 
West  Berghholt,  Essex.  No  other  son  or  daughter  is 
mentioned ;  the  Will  gives  an  impression  of  a  lonely  man. 

In  1575  he  was  clearly  resident  in  Stramongate 
[K.B.R.,  p.  12]  and  the  following  registrations  [K.]  have 
to  be  reckoned  with: 

15  Dec.  1578  S.  Isabel  wife  of  Henry^  Wilson  of 
Stramongate. 


 „  ^1  (Cap  1,1  RcgiilBr). 

S.  (li.)  April  iCns, 
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20  Aug.,  1586  B.    Edward^i  son  of  Henry^  Wilson  of 
Stramongate. 

The  only  marriage  intervening  between  these  dates 
in  this  name  is : 

31  July,  1580.    N.    Henry ^   Wilson   and  Mabel 

Mackereth. 

These  records  would  make  a  natural  sequence,  but 
there  are  other  to  be  considered : 

II  Mar.  1584/5.  B.  Wilham  son  of  Mr.  Henry^  Wilson 

of  Sparrowmire. 
3  Ap.,  1585     S.  do.  do.  do. 

I  July,  1586    S.    Henry^  do.  do. 

No  doubt  will  be  felt  here,  the  register  being  unbroken 
in  this  period,  that  the  last  two  children  are  the  issue  of 
a  2nd  marriage,  or  that  the  Henry^  buried  is  a  second 
child,  dying  shortly  after  birth.  Therefore  the  Edward^^ 
of  Aug.,  1586  belongs  to  another  Henry;  and  as  only  one 
man  of  the  n^me  is  found  in  Stramongate  in  1575 
[K.B.R.,  p.  12],  it  will  follow  that  he  had  come  there 
since.  A  man  of  this  name  in  Stramongate  died  in 
1592,  but  his  Will  of  Dec,  1591  shews  that  he  is  not  a 
member  of  any  of  the  families  included  in  this  paper,  and 
that  he  was  a  bachelor;  he  is  doubtless  the  man 
classified  in  1575  among  the  '  yonge  ffolkes  ffree ' 
[K.B.R.,  p.  15].  The  father  of  Edward^i  in  1586  is 
therefore  not  among  the  Henrys  of  1575,  all  of  whom 
can  be  accounted  for,  and  not  unlikely  is  Edwards's 
younger  brother,  who  is  known  to  have  married,  and 
would  be  of  age  in  1580. 

The  ist  Alderman  of  Kendal  can  hardly  be  conceived 
of  as  less  than  40  in  1575.  If  we  place  his  birth  c.  1533, 
he  would  be  28  at  the  birth  of  his  eldest  son,  not 
necessarily  the  first  child.  He  lost  his  first  wife  in  1578. 
In  Jan.,  1579/80,  his  adultery  with  Janet  wife  of 
Christopher  Eskrig  was  exposed  [K.B.R.,  pp.  119,  120], 
and  he  was,  by  a  public  act,  deprived  of  his  offices  as 
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Burgess  and  Magistrate.  Janet  Eskrig  was  buried  [K.] 
March,  1585/6.  Discredited,  if  not  disabled,  for 
business,  and  perhaps  disowned  by  his  relations  in 
general,  he  made  a  new  start  with  a  second  wife  on  his 
own  property  at  Sparrowmire  till  1601,  when  he  settled 
it  on  Robert,  and  himself  removed  to  Kirkbarrow  House. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Henry  Wilson  of  Kirkland  and  Ann 
Braithwaite  is  recorded  [K.]  in  Dec,  1606. 

His  Will  [App.  33]  is  attested  by  Edward  Wilkinson 
and  William  Janson,  who  are  also  witnesses  to  that  of 
James  Wilson  [App.  38].  Edward  Wilkinson  is  a 
Supervisor  in  both  Wills,  and  is  the  cousin  of  Henry ^. 
This  suggests  a  link  between  Henry^  and  the  three 
brothers  of  Highgate;  and  as  they  were  clearly  in  the 
same  generation,  it  is  a  fair  working  hypothesis  that  they 
were  first  cousins.  This  has  some  confirmation  in  the 
two  patrimonies  in  Sparrowmire,  which  at  least  are 
consistent  with  a  division  of  one  property  in  an  earlier 
generation,  and  to  this  extent  the  idea  already  enter- 
tained that  the  '  uncle  Robert '  of  the  Highgate  brothers 
may  be  the  father  of  Henry ^  gathers  substance. 
8.  We  learn  from  the  same  Will  that  Henry^  had  a  cousin 
Alan  Wilson  of  Strickland,  whom  he  names  as  a  Super- 
visor. This  man  is  identified  beyond  question,  his 
children  including  a  Henry (b.  1593)  who  is  doubtless 
the  god-son  remembered  in  the  Will.  Alan  must  be  a 
cousin  once  removed.  He  was  baptized  in  Feb.,  1560/1, 
his  father  Edward  having  married  Agnes  Wilson  in 
1559  [K.];  and  his  eldest  son  was  named  Edward^^ 
according  to  custom.  So  far  all  is  clear,  but  it  is  not 
quite  an  easy  matter  to  place  the  family  in  its  connexion. 

In  1546  an  Alan  Wilson,  goldsmith,  was  with  Alan 
Bellingham  a  buyer  of  the  Kendal  Spital  [R.K.  i,  88, 182] 
The  latter  died  before  1574,  and  in  the  Inquisition  for  his 
heir  Thomas,  held  in  1580  [R.K.,  i,  97,  157]  there  is  no 
mention  of  this  property.    There  is  therefore  ground  for 
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thinking  that  Wilson  was  the  effective  purchaser  of  the 
whole.*  The  fulling-mill  on  the  property  made  it  an 
attractive  investment.  It  is  afterwards  found  divided 
into  three  parts,  held  by  various  persons  of  the  Wilson 
name,  the  third  partj  being  worth  £i.  i6s.  per  annum. 
Gilbert  Wilson  of  Staveley,  who  died,  perhaps  of  plague, 
in  June,  1578,  evidently  possessed  one-third  [R.K.,  i, 
182].  His  son  and  heir  Alan  [1559-9Q]  inherited  this, 
and  also  acquired  another  third  b}^  purchase  from 
'  Alan  Wilson  junior '  [R.K.,  i,  184],  surely  a  near 
relation.  By  his  Will  [Surt.  Soc,  vol.  121,  187],  he 
bequeathes  the  inherited  third  to  Francis  Kitchin,  and 
the  purchased  third  to  another  nephew  Toby  Knipe, 
both  of  which  shares  J  were  apparently  bought  up  by 
Arthur  Wilson  another  of  the  legatees.  [R.K.,  i,  109]. 
Among  minor  bequests  he  gives  £40.  to  '  Alan  Wilson  of 
Kendal '  and  £10.  to  Thomas^  brother  of  the  same;  and 
(in  immediate  succession)  "  to  my  cousin  Richard 
Wilson  £20.  and  to  Gilbert,  brother  of  the  same,  £10. 
To  my  cousin  Robert  Wilson§  of  Barwick,  £10." 

The  two  brothers  Richard  and  Gilbert  are  found  to  be 
the  sons  of  Edward^  Wilson,  who  died  in  the  autumn  of 
1593  [App.  34] ;  and  Richard  at  his  death  in  1603]!  was 
in  possession  of  the  remaining  third  of  the  Spital 
property  [R.K.,  i,  99].  As  Edward^  includes  among  his 
Supervisors  Alan  (no  doubt  of  Staveley) ,  George  Mawson 
(a  brother-in-law  of  the  same)  and  Arthur  Wilson 
[App.  34],  there  is  good  ground  for  taking  him  as  a 
younger  brother  of  Gilbert  of  Staveley.  Agnes,  married 
in  1559  (^^<^^  supra.),  was  a  sister;  her  husband  died  in 

*  See  R.K.  i,  219,  for  some  other  adjustments  of  purchases  between  the  two. 

t  i.e.  probably  of  the  land,  with  which  alone  Inquisitions  were  concerned. 
The  Spital  was  bought  (no  doubt  cheap)  for  £120.  [R.K.  i,  182]  on  which  sum 
£5.  8s.  would  be  a  very  inadequate  return. 

X  The  first  is  accounted  for  in  R.K.  i,  98,  99. 

§  Perhaps  the  son  of  Henry^. 

II  He  was  in  the  Kendal  Corporation  as  one  of  the  Assistants  [K.B.R.  p.  34] 
and  is  perhaps  the  Shearman  of  the  name  [ibid.,  p.  51]. 
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April,  1562,  and  Thomas^  is  perhaps  posthumous,  but 
the  Baptisms  at  Kendal  are  unregistered  from  March 
1561/2  to  Aug.,  1570. 

On  all  the  facts  it  seems  highly  probable  that  the 
purchaser  of  the  Spital  divided  it  among  three  surviving 
children,  Gilbert,  Agnes  and  Edward^.  It  follows  that 
Alan  Wilson  the  goldsmith  was  an  uncle  of  Henry^  the 
ist  Alderman  of  Kendal. 

We  are  committed  to  another  excursion  on  a  much 
larger  scale  by  the  statement  of  Cornelius  Nicholson 
(Annals  of  Kendal,  p.  128),  that  the  Wilsons  of  Black 
Hall  in  Stricklandgate  were  collateral  with  the  family  of 
Henry^.  There  is  reasonable  ground,  in  the  absence  of 
proof,  for  accepting  this  as  a  true  tradition;  but  the 
facts  set  forth  by  Nicholson  prove  inaccurate  and 
require  patient  verification.  If  Black  Hall  were  indeed 
the  family  mansion  of  the  Wilsons  *  for  many  centuries  ' 
(a  spacious  statement)  we  might  reasonably  expect  to 
find  some  allusion  to  it  by  name  before  1615.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  Henry^  lived  there;  we  have  found 
reason  (supra.  §  7)  for  supposing  that  he  lived  elsewhere. 
Moreover  the  apprenticing  charity  in  Kendal  has 
already  been  accounted  for  [App.  15],  and  the  founder 
was  not  his  son. 

William  Wilson,  a  substantial  mercer  of  Strickland- 
gate,  was  probably  a  younger  brother  of  Henry^.  He 
appears  to  be  in  the  same  name-tradition,  and  has  like 
zeal  for  civic  affairs.  He  married  Rebecca  [R.K.,  i,  295] 
about  1575,  and  his  large  family  is  easily  recovered  from 
the  parish  register.  Not  an  original  member  of  the 
Corporation — perhaps  as  too  young,  or  because  two 
brothers  were  thought  undesirable — he  was  nevertheless 
elected,  soon  after  Henry^'s  disgrace,  into  the  body  of 
Burgesses  without  serving  a  prentice  time  among  the 
Assistants  [K.B.R.,  p.  27] ;  he  reached  the  chair  in  1583, 
and  was  again  Alderman  ten  years  later. 
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His  eldest  son  Thomas^  [R.K.,  i,  295],  though  unborn 
in  1577,  did  in  due  time  marry  Mary  Fletcher.  He  was 
probably  the  Alderman  of  1610,  and  was  buried  ('  Mr. 
Thos.  W.  of  Stricklandgate ')  26  Mar.,  1615;  'Mrs. 
Mary  Wilson  of  y^  blacke  hall/  married  4  Dec,  1617,  to 
Mr.  Walter  Beck,  is  no  doubt  the  widow.  William  the 
only  son,  who  was  apprenticed  to  his  step-father  in  1622 
[K.B.R.,  p.  268],  died,  apparently  a  bachelor,  in  1644/5 
[App.  40],  whereupon  the  property  presumably  passed 
to  the  next  collateral. 
10.  Robert,  the  next  brother  of  Thomas^,  may  be  taken 
as  the  clothier  of  Stricklandgate  who  was  buried  [K.]  in 
July,  1613.  The  registration  is  made  prominent  by 
large  writing,  which  is  known  often  to  have  a  mystical 
import.  He  left  two  sons,  George^  (b.  1607)  and 
William  (b.  161 1).  The  elder  of  these  is  doubtless,  in 
view  of  the  sequel,  the  young  lawyer  drowned  in  the 
Ferry  disaster  on  Windermere  in  Oct.,  1635,  and 
apostrophized,  under  the  spur  of  '  both  love  and  blood  ' 
in  the  '  Fatall  Nuptiall '  by  Richard  Braithwaite 
[Trans,  n.s.,  xiii,  152].  He  was  already  within  the 
Corporation  in  the  Court  of  Assistants,  and  had  served 
the  ofhce  of  Chamberlain.  He  left  a  widow  named 
Margaret,  not  Alice.  [App.  39].  She  may  reasonably 
be  conjectured  to  be  a  daughter  of  James  Dixon  (Alder- 
man in  1625),  who  is  the  first  to  join  in  the  Adminis- 
tration Bond  and  had  a  daughter  baptized  (or  registered) 
as  Margery  [K.]  in  Jan.,  161 1/2 — a  confusion  of  the  two 
names  is  not  unlikely.  There  is  no  trace  of  the 
marriage  by  163 1,  at  which  date  the  Kendal  registers 
become  blank  for  48  years;  and,  seeing  that  Margaret 
did  not,  as  might  have  been  expected,  accompany  her 
husband  to  the  Hawkshead  wedding,  it  is  likely  enough 
that  a  son  was  born  about  this  time,  perhaps 
posthumously.  Such  a  son,  in  the  poignant  circum- 
stances, might  well  be  named  after  his  father  and 
dedicated  from  birth  to  his  father's  profession. 
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11.  At  all  events,  in  1671  '  Mr.  George*  Wilson  '  is  found 
established  in  one  of  the  chief  houses  in  Stricklandgate 
[R.K.,  i,  123].  After  the  long  gap  in  registration  we 
find,  in  July,  1681,  the  Baptism,  of  '  Jane  daughter  of 
Mr.  George*  Wilson  Att :  Stricklandgate  '  and  one  or 
two  other  records  leading  to  the  Baptism  of  Benjamin, 
5  May,  1687,  and  the  burial  a  week  later  of  *  Jane  wife 
of  Mr.  George  Wilson  of  Stricklandgate.'  This  is  the 
funeral  which  the  Flemings  attended*  [Flemings  in 
Oxford,  ii,  377]  and  must  suffice  to  identify  the  widower. 
In  1694/5  Mr.  George*  Wilson  of  Black  Hall  is  named 
with  Mary  his  wife  \Trans.,  N.S.,  xx,  181].  Mary  was 
buried  [K.]  23  Nov.,  1695,  and  no  issue  of  the  marriage 
is  in  evidence. f  A  few  months  later,  15  Mar.,  1695/6, 
there  is  a  marriage  of  '  Mr.  George  Wilson  of  Strickland- 
gate and  Mrs.  AHce  Brathwaite.'  The  bride  in  this  case 
is  evidently  a  person  of  consideration,  and  may  be  (as 
Nicholson  says)  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Braithwaite 
(1618-83)  by  his  second  wife  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
May,  1687:  if  so,  she  would  be  some  30  years  younger 
than  the  bridegroom.  There  was  no  issue.  The  burial 
of  '  ye  Attorney  '  is  recorded  [K.]  14  Sept.,  1703.  He 
died  intestate  [App.  41]  and  his  administrator  was  a 
son,  Roger  of  Newcastle. 

12.  In  1710,  in  view  of  a  Chancery  suit  then  pending, 
Mr.  George'  Wilson  was  '  solicitor '  for  the  tenants  of  the 
Richmond  Fee  {Trans,  n.s.,  xvi,  301].  He  is  a  younger 
brother  of  Roger  just  mentioned  [App.  42]  and  the  first 
of  three  Georges  who  occupied  chambers  in  Symond's 
InnJ  and  practised  in  Chancery.§    On  6  Oct.,  1703,  a 

*  He  ranked  with  the  leading  gentlemen  of  the  county  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
list  in  Flemings  in  Oxford,  in,  432. 

t  George  Wilson  of  Stricklandgate  whose  children  are  registered  from  1687  is 
clearly  of  less  social  standing. 

%  Symond's  Inn  was  in  Chancery  Lane  just  north  of  the  present  P.R.O.;  it  was 
demolished  in  1874. 

§  He  is  no  doubt  the  '  young  George  Wilson  at  London,'  who  in  1695  acted  for 
Rev.  George  Fleming  [Flemings  in  Oxford,  iii,  240]. 
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few  weeks  after  his  father's  death,  a  Hcence  was  issued 
in  the  London  Diocese  for  the  marriage  of  '  George 
Wilson  of  Stepney,  Gent.  Bachelor  35  '  and  Mary  Smith 
of  Stepney,  a  widow  two  years  his  senior.  It  was 
directed  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Old  Fish 
St. ;  but  the  register  of  that  church  has  no  record  of  its 
celebration.  He  died  in  1721,  and  had  expressed  a  wish 
in  his  Will  to  be  taken  to  Kendal  for  burial.  This  was 
found  impracticable  (or  the  Will  was  found  too  late) 
for  there  is  no  record  of  his  burial  there.  In  view  of  the 
facts  and  coincidences  we  must  conclude  that  only  one 
George  Wilson  is  involved.  He  was  therefore  born  in 
1668,  and  the  date  is  of  some  use  in  constructing  his 
generation. 

In  his  WiU  of  1716  [App.  42]  he  names,  probably  in 
order,  three  surviving  brothers  besides  his  elder  brother 
Roger,  viz.  William  Thomas^^  and  Richard,  and  a  fifth 
named  Henry^^  then  dead.  Another,  Alan,  who  died 
soon  after  birth  in  April,  1674,  is  recovered  from  a  year's 
transcript,  preserved  at  Lancaster,  of  the  lost  Kendal 
register.  Besides  these  seven  sons  and  the  mother 
of  Hugh  Watson,  a  daughter  Agnes  must  be  placed  in 
the  unregistered  period.  She  was  married  [K.]  in  June, 
1699  to  Anthony  Yeates  of  Old  Hutton,  and  was  born  in 
1677  [Nicholson,  Annals  of  Kendal,  p.  74] ;  her  son 
John  is  named  as  a  nephew  by  William  of  this  generation 
Thus  we  find  that  the  attorney  of  Black  Hall  had  not 
less  than  13  children  by  the  first  of  his  three  wives. 

For  the  junior  descents  we  have  to  depend  almost 
entirely  on  the  interesting  Will  [App.  43]  of  William,  a 
prosperous  tanner  in  Kirkland  who  died  in  Jan.,  1747/8. 
Thomas^^  is  probably  the  *  Mr.  Thos.  Wilson,  Attorney- 
at-law  of  Stricklandgate,'  who  acted  in  the  sale  of  the 
Underley  estate  in  1732  [Kendal  Weekly  Courant, 
Oct.,  28] ;  '  sister  EUzabeth  '  seems  to  be  his  wife.  As 
'  sister  Ann  '  is  at  Black  Hall,  it  is  likely  that  Henry 
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was  the  eldest  of  the  sons  who  remained  in  Kendal  and 
was  brought  up  to  his  father's  practice.  Richard  lived 
to  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  90,*  and  Thomas^^  over  80. 
But  we  may  here  leave  the  Will  to  speak  for  itself,  and 
return  to  the  senior  branch. 
13.  The  next  George^^  at  Symond's  Inn,  a  nephew  (not  son) 
of  the  last,  was  a  full-fledged  solicitor  and  a  married  man 
by  1716.  [App.  42].  His  father  had  apparently  not 
made  good,  and  was  then  occupied  in  the  liquor  trade  in 
Southwark,  as  manager  of  a  business  financed  by  his 
brother  the  eminent  solicitor.  George^^  had  probably 
been  articled  to  his  uncle,  and  had  fully  deserved  his  con- 
fidence; he  is  heir  in  general.  His  wife  Sarah  was 
buried  at  Kew  in  1742/3.  He  died  himself  in  1750,  and 
from  his  Will  of  1748  [App.  44]  it  is  learnt  that  one  of  his 
two  sisters  bore  the  name  of  Mehetabel.  His  elder  son 
George^^  was  under  age  and  had  yet  to  be  articled  in  the 
profession:  he  was  to  succeed  to  the  chambers  in 
Symond's  Inn. 

George^^  was  in  fact  born  in  1731,  according  to  an 
obituary  notice  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  1804 
(p.  984),  in  which  it  is  stated  that  his  chambers  in 
Symond's  Inn  had  been  successively  tenanted,  during 
the  period  of  a  century,  by  his  father  and  grandfather." 
No  doubt  the  meaning  was  '  within  the  last  100  years,' 
but  Nicholson,  not  seeing  this,  increased  the  duration  to 
'upwards  of  150  years.'  This  last  of  the  Georges, 
according  to  the  contemporary  journalist,  married 
Sarah  (who  died  in  1796),  sister  and  heiress  of  George 
Cox  of  Fairseat,  Kent,  and  named  two  sons  George  Cox 
after  him :  but  only  one  of  his  children  survived  him,  a 
daughter  Mary  who  was  married  (as  2nd  wife)  to  Sir 
Hugh  Inglis,  Bart.    [App.  45]. 

These  five  generations  of  men  of  one  name  practising 

*  He  is  described  as  '  of  Stramongate  '  at  burial;  the  inscription  '  of  Black  Hall 
in  a  monumental  record  [Westm.  Church  Notes,  p.  75]  identifies  his  family. 
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law  continuously  for  170  years  would  constitute  a 
remarkable  record  in  any  family.  In  the  present  case 
the  recovery  of  the  history,  however  laborious,  has  a 
special  interest,  for  it  relieves  with  professional  dis- 
tinction a  recital  which  is  mainly  one  of  commercial 
success. 

14.  It  is  likely  that  the  legal  practice  in  Stricklandgate 
petered  out  in  the  person  of  Thomas^^.  One  or  two  of 
his  brothers  had  been  judiciously  attached  to  the 
industry  of  tanning,  in  which  a  junior  collateral  family 
was  engaged  in  Highgate.  The  tanners  of  this  family 
apparently  begin  with  George^  b.  1592  who  died  in  1661 
leaving,  by  his  wife  Isabel,  two  sons  Gervase  and  William 
besides  younger  children.  [App.  46].  Both  of  the  sons 
named  followed  the  father's  industry.  Gervase  [R.K., 
iii,  87]  died  in  1701  leaving  only  a  daughter  Jane  married 
to  Anthony  Hudson,  to  whose  son  Christopher  he 
bequeathed  Abbot  Hall.  He  names  first  among  his 
Supervisors  '  my  cousin  George^  Wilson.'  [App.  47]. 
William,  who  maintained  the  family  tradition  of  service 
in  the  Corporation,  became  very  rich  [App.  48]  and  was 
twice  Mayor.  By  his  ist  wife  Jane  he  had  George^, 
Edward,  Isabel  and  Jane,  of  whom  only  the  first 
survived  him.  [Bellasis,  Westm.  Ch.  Notes,  p.  73]. 
George^  continued  the  industry  in  Highgate  and  lived 
till  1742.  He  married  Mary  daughter  of  Bryan  Philip- 
son  of  Hodghill  in  Cartmel,  by  whom  he  had  William 
(1700),  Jane,  Agnes,  George^  (1707).  George^  (1710), 
John  (1715)  and  Bryan  (1721).  Of  these  Wilham  died 
in  1734.  George^  went  to  Oxford — B.A.  1733/4,  M.A. 
1736 — and  was  in  Holy  Orders  in  1743,  when  it  fell  to 
him  to  clear  up  his  grandfather's  estate  [Archd.  of 
Richmond,  Act  Book].  It  would  seem  that  his  father, 
though  a  business  man,  was  not  a  man  of  business. 

15.  If  we  are  to  find  our  way  to  a  generation  above  the 
point  hitherto  reached,  the  most  promising  quest  will  be 
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for  a  grandfather  Henry  to  account  for  two  first  sons 
[supra.  §§5,7]  of  this  name  in  collateral  families.  He  is 
forthcoming  in  '  Henry^  Wilson,  eldest  '*  [K.B.R.,  pp. 
8,  75]  who  has  been  already  mentioned.  His  des- 
cription as  '  eldest '  could  only  have  been  acquired  when 
he  had  a  son  and  a  grandson  of  his  name  still  living.  In 
1575  either  the  '  elder  '  or  the  '  younger  '  of  the  series 
is  dead — more  probably  the  elder — and  is  represented 
in  the  list  of  householders  by  his  widow  [K.B.R.  p.  9]. 
The  grand  old  man  survives,  evidently  a  marked 
personality  in  Kendal.  He  must  have  been  born  c. 
1490,  and  he  lived  till  isSi.f  His  Will  [App.  32]  shews 
that  he  was  an  inn-keeper,  under  the  sign  of  the  '  Hart 
Head,'  at  the  top  of  Stricklandgate.  The  witnesses  are 
also  inn-keepers  [K.B.R.,  p.  75]  and  immediate  neigh- 
bours [ihid.,  p.  8].  There  was  therefore  a  group  of  inns 
corresponding  in  site  with  the  King's  Arms  and  Wool- 
pack  of  modern  days.  The  testator  leaves  the  premises 
to  his  eldest  son  Robert,  after  his  wife's  death,  and  in 
1588  Robert  is  in  occupation  [K.B.R.,  p.  227].  And 
thus  the  Robert  of  our  speculation  [supra.  §§5,  7] 
definitely  materializes.  We  have  already  noted  that 
Henry^  had  property  adjacent — quite  possibly  another 
example  of  a  divided  inheritance. 
16.  The  framework  so  extended  has  a  perfectly  consistent 
place  for  the  Kirkby  Lonsdale  family,  which  has  been 
independently  developed.  Even  were  it  not  ex  hypothesi 
that  the  families  claimed  kin  [App.  2],  their  relationship 
could  almost  be  inferred  from  a  family  likeness.  They 

*  A  younger  brother  Thomas  is  not  included  in  Table  VII,  as  not  essential  to 
this  paper,  but  by  an  afterthought  his  Will  is  given  in  abstract  [App.  49].  As  the 
testator  makes  no  provision  for  a  possible  grandson  of  his  name,  he  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  at  least  55  years  of  age.  This  brings  him  into  the  generation  of 
Henryi.  He  names  his  '  brother  Harry  '  first  among  Supervisors,  and  his  tene- 
ment in  Stricklandgate,  tenantright  in  Sparrowmire  and  eldest  son  Robert 
together  become  significant. 

t  His  '  wife  and  son  '  were  buried  [K]  20  Ap.,  1559.  If,  as  the  entry  suggests, 
the  son  was  a  new-born  child,  it  will  follow  that  his  widow  was  a  3rd  wife. 
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have  a  common  heritage  of  names  which  they  hand  on 
to  their  descendants:  the  persistent  multiphcation  of 
Henrys  in  one  generation  at  K.L.  [supra.  II,  §  i],  is 
doubtless  a  tribute  to  the  head  of  the  family.  And 
almost  as  striking  is  the  comparison  of  the  first  cousins 
in  the  generation  above,  the  history  of  Kendal  being 
practically  dupHcated  in  the  smaller  town.  In  both 
places  the  younger  sons  are  successful  shop-keepers  in 
various  trades — and  a  great  deal  more  than  that. 
Men  of  public  spirit,  ready  to  undertake  burdens  and 
social  service,  keen  in  corporate  interests,  they  make 
their  way  in  popular  esteem  as  in  material  prosperity. 
Their  Wills  prove  zeal  for  Church  and  education,  and 
contain  bequests  for  charity  and  public  works.  Such 
men  have  already  qualified  as  gentlemen  while  still  at 
the  counter. 

Nor  can  the  vital  statistics  of  these  families  be  entirely 
ignored  as  evidence  of  a  common  descent.  The 
argument  must,  of  course,  not  be  overpressed.  Cases 
of  extraordinary  longevity  undoubtedly  occur  in 
isolation  without  any  known  predisposing  cause,  and  are 
attributed  to  exceptional  virtue,  ease  and  contentment. 
But  in  the  present  case  it  is  the  emergence  of  so  many 
proved*  instances,  in  several  lines  of  descent,  that  calls 
for  remark,  and  suggests  a  heritage  of  exceptional 
vitality.  Having  therefore  by  careful  induction  found 
our  way  to  a  common  ancestor,  we  may  fairly  claim  as 
corroboration  the  fact  that  he  was  a  nonagenarian  in 
1581. 

*  The  oral  tradition  of  ages  was  very  liable  to  error,  so  that  verification  is  all- 
important.  The  present  writer  has  been  unable  to  verify  four  centenarians  in 
Kendal  and  the  district  who  are  referred  to  in  contemporary  records  of  1735-57. 
The  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  1735  (p.  276)  records  the  death  on  2  May,  1735  of 
James  Wilson  '  at  Kendal  Lanes,  aged  100,'  adding  thereto  a  note  *  About  4  yrs. 
ago  Timothy  Coward  died  near  the  same  place  aged  114,  and  there  is  now  living 
Roger  Friers  aged  103.'  Musgrave's  Obituary  [Harleian  Soc]  has  also  (from 
The  London  Magazine,  p.  516)  the  death  of  another  James  Wilson  of  Kendal  aged 
100  on  21  Oct.,  1757. 
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And,  with  this  relation  estabHshed,  we  are  at  last  able 
to  account  reasonably  for  the  difficulties  that  were  made 
when  in  1575  Henry*  desired  to  purchase  the  freedom  of 
Kendal  [supra.  II  §  2].  He  had  no  less  than  four  first 
cousins  in  the  Corporation — a  new  institution  which  had 
to  justify  itself  in  public  confidence.  The  admission  of 
one  or  two  ironmongers  at  a  price  might  pass  without 
criticism ;  but  (where  pannus  mihi  pants)  it  was  rather ' 
a  different  matter  to  let  in  mercers  and  drapers  froni 
outside,  and  especially  a  man  of  this  name.  The  whole 
proceeding  had  to  be  clear  of  the  suspicion  of  jobbery; 
the  record  seems  to  have  been  expressly  drafted  to 
exclude  the  idea  of  family  influence,  and  to  emphasize 
the  Corporation's  determination  not  to  cheapen  the 
liberty  of  which  they  were  the  appointed  custodians. 
17.  Perhaps  the  first  impression  that  this  inquiry  will  leave 
is  the  personal  ascendency  and  capacity  for  business 
which  so  constantly  are  in  evidence.  In  the  man  around 
whom  the  inquiry  has  developed — as  in  his  cousin 
Henry^  of  Underley — this  capacity,  all  things  considered, 
probably  amounted  to  genius.  The  kinsman  to  whom 
he  left  his  large  estate,  though  in  blood  only  a  second  , 
cousin  once  removed,  was  in  business  a  much  nearer 
relation.  And  in  every  branch  of  the  family  we  find, 
in  various  trades  and  industries,  these  tokens  of  the 
same  vitality.  But  a  higher  title  to  honour  is  its 
instinct  for  social  service,  a  trait  so  manifest  under 
varying  conditions  as  to  attest  a  family  tradition  of 
high  ideals.  This  gives  point  to  genealogy,  and 
requites  its  labour.  Gentlemen,  let  us  raise  our  hats  to 
'  Henry  Wilson  eldest.' 

[The  author  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  Vicars  of 
Kendal  and  Heversham  for  generous  facilities  of  access 
to  the  registers  in  their  keeping,  and  to  the  late 
Vicar  of  Beetham  for  his  searches.] 
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APPENDIX. 

I.    Letter  (1675)  from  Henry  Wilson  to  Thomas  Machell 
ABOUT  K.L.  School. 
[Machell  MSS.,  ii,  221].* 

K.L.  Scheie. 

In  answer  to  your  desires  in  your  letter  sent  me  touching  the  free 
Grammer  Schoole  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  in  the  County  of  Westmerland 
I  give  the  narrative  of  what  I  know  and  have  heard  of  the  samef  my 
selfe  being  borne  in  that  towne  november  the  nth  1602  and  am  now 
aged  yeares  seventy  and  three.  My  father  was  a  feoff e  or  governor 
among  others  of  y^  schoole  many  yeares  and  my  selfe  am  since  his 
decease.  As  for  the  rise  and  originall  of  that  schoole  I  have  heard  it 
was  thus  vz.  that  one  whose  surname  was  Godsalve  gaue  one  hundred 
pound  toward  a  free  schoole  to  be  disposed  as  the  parson  of  Whitting- 
ton  (called  parson  Bland)  should  hold  fitting,  and  being  borne  off 
Kirkby  Lonsdale  that  towne  being  an  ancient  market  towne  but  a 
mile  from  Whittington  proposed  his  willingness  that  the  said  hundred 
pound  the  gift  of  the  said  Godsalve  should  goe  towards  the  foundation 
of  a  free  grammer  schoole  at  the  said  Kirkby  provided  Kirkby 
lordship  in  (?  and)  the  parish  would  add  to  it  another  hundred  pound 
wc^  was  done  accordingly  at  w^h  time  Mr.  Tenant  having  purchased 
[the  manor  of  Scotton]  did  for  the  said  two  hundred  pounds  grant  a 
Rent  charge  of  twenty  pounds  upon  the  said  Manor  unto  the 
Governors  for  ever  to  the  use  of  him  who  was  elected  by  them  master 
of  the  said  schoole  and  to  be  paid  yearly  at  two  payments  vz.  at 
Whitsunday  and  Martinmas  by  equall  portions  or  within  ten  dayes 
after  either  of  those  two  festivalls  under  a  monie  poena  of  fortie 

shillings  but  now  that  Rent  charge  is  paid  by  Sr.  Henry 

Tompson  of  Yorke  who  lately  purchased  the  Mannour  of  Scotton  of  the 
heires  of  the  said  Mr.  Tenant  and  he  duly  payes  [etc.  .  .]  The  deeds 
with  the  letters  pattents  (of  33  Elizabeth)  and  all  other  writings 
relating  to  the  said  schoole  in  a  Chest  kept  in  the  Vestry  of  y®  Church 
of  y6  said  Kirkby  Lonsdale  ....  Also  there  was  given  by  the  lady 
Curwen  who  was  heire  of  the  said  manner  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  certan 
parcell  of  lands  called  the  Master's  lands  situate  near  the  Biggins  and 

*  Printed  by  permission  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  CarUsle. 

t  [n.  in  margin  of  MS.]  i.e.  Mr.  Rich.  Jackson,  parson  of  Whittington  near 
Kirkby  Lonsdale  from  whom  together  with  Mr.  Henry  Wilson,  justice  of  peace, 
I  had  the  information. 
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the  wast  grounds  of  the  old  school  house  and  the  new  schoole  house  i 
was  erected  upon  it  worth  per  annum  fortie  shillings  and  upwards  to 
the  use  of  the  said  schoolemaster  as  the  deed  kept  in  the  said  chest  will  ' 
shew  the  old  schoolehouse  being  but  a  mean  thatched  house.    Mr.  i 
Henry  Wilson  of  Blacwell  hall  in  London  being  borne  in  Kirkby 
Lonsdale  and  sometimes  being  a  scholer  there  caused  it  to  be  taken  | 
downe  and  at  his  owne  proper  costs  erected  the  new  schoolehouse.  j 
The  same  is  two  stories  high,  in  the  lower  story  are  two  large  roomes  ' 
devided,  the  east  end  for  the  head  master  to  teach,  in  the  west  end  for 
the  usher,  for  the  maintenance  and  wage  of  w^h  usher  in  regard  the 
whole  former  Rent  and  Revennues  went  only  to  the  former  grammar 
master  the  said  Mr.  Wilson  by  his  last  Will  and  Tes*  gaue  the 
consideration  mony  of  120'i  yearly  to  be  at  two  payments  to  him  that 
should  be  usher,  w^^  i2oii  principall  together  with  other  monies  to 
pious  uses  are  laid  upon  a  part  of  the  demean  lands  belonging  to 
Thurland  Castle  in  the  parish  of  Tunstall  ....    And  in  the  upper 
story  of  the  said  new  schoole  house  there  are  two  very  large  roomes 
and  divided  with  a  convenient  study  distinct  for  the  head  master. 
And  there  are  for  the  roomes  both  above  and  below  for  either  place  at 
the  west  end  a  faire  free  stone  Chimney  and  the  whole  Schoole  house 
is  adorned  with  sutable  free  stone  windowes  both  aboue  and  below  and 
the  whole  roofe  is  covered  with  slate.    Alsoe  for  the  encouragement 
of  scholers  to  come  to  the  said  schoole  there  was  given  by  the  last 
Will  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson  a  parson  in  Norfolke  younger  brother  to 
the  said  Mr.  Henry  Wilson  200^^ .  .  .  layd  upon  land  the  consideration 
whereof  was  to  goe  to  the  master  and  fellowes  of  Christs  Colledge  in 
Cambridge  to  the  use  of  three  poore  schoUers  in  three  Exhibitions 
per  annum  .  .  .  w^h  schoUers  was  to  come  from  the  said  schule  of 

Kirkby  and  to  be  students  in  the  said  Christ  Colledge  and 

the  said  schoUers  to  have  the  same  yearly  paid  them  till  they  were  of 
standing  to  commence  Master  of  Arts,  if  this  soe  long  continued^ 
w*'^  2ooii  was  laid  upon  a  mansion  house  and  land  in  a  place  called 
Bulbank  near  a  town  called  Wraton  in  the  parish  of  Melling  .... 
And  alsoe  Mr.  Henry  Wilson  .  .  .  gave  by  way  of  rent  charge  out  of 
the  tyth  corne  and  grains  arising  within  the  liberties  of  Farleton 
....  the  sum  of  thirtie  five  pounds  yearly  to  be  paid  to  seauen  poor 
schoUers  four  of  them  to  be  sent  out  of  the  said  schoole,  and  the  other 
three  out  of  the  free  schoole  of  Kendal,  and  then  to  be  students  in 
Queens  Colledge  in  Oxford  and  the  said  schoUers  to  be  of  the  Counties 
of  Westmerland  or  Cumberland  as  will  appear  by  the  said  Will. 
Alsoe  the  said  Mr.  Henry  Wilson  made  a  small  library  in  the  church, 
of  Kirkby  over  the  Vestry  and  gaue  severall  bookes. 
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This  narrative  I  haue  from  Mr.  Richard  Jackson  parson  of  Whit- 
tington,  and  as  for  my  uncles  Henry  Wilson  and  Thomas  Wilson  it  is 
all  according  to  their  last  wills  w^^^  I  haue  perused  and  compared. 

Witnesse  my  hand 

Hen:  Wilson. 

I  haue  put  upon  the  file  the  originall  from  Mr.  Jackson.* 
*  [This  is  not  preserved]. 

2.       Will  of  Edward  Wilson, 
of  Neather  Leavens,  parish  of  Heversham, 
CO.  Westmoreland,  gent.; 
dated:  19  December,  1652. 
[P.C.C.  Alchin,  425]. 

I  desire  to  be  buried  in  Heversham  parish  church.  I  bequeath  to 
my  kinsman,  Thomas  Wilson,  of  Heversham  Hall,  co.  Westmoreland 
and  his  heirs  the  capital  messuage  called  Heversham  Hall  and  the 
lands  thereunto  belonging  with  all  rights,  etc.  in  Heversham,  Miln- 
thorpe,  Rowell,  Aughtenwait,  Woodhouse  and  Leasegill;  also  the 
lordship  of  Haverbracke  and  the  capital  messuage  called  Dallen 
Tower  and  all  other  my  messuages  and  lands  in  Haverbrecke  and 
parish  of  Beethom,  and  the  demesne  lands  called  Fowleshawe;  the 
park  called  Natland  Park,  co.  Westmoreland  lately  purchased  of 
Robert  Strickland  Esqr.  now  Knt. ;  2  messuages  called  Over  or  Far 
Riding  and  Lower  Hudriddinge  in  Oldhutton  and  messuages  in 
Casterton;  2  messuages  in  Heversham  called  Hawes  and  Greenhead; 
the  messuage  called  Cragghouse  in  Heversham,  all  in  co.  Westmore- 
land; the  messuage  called  Widdall  in  co.  York;  3  closes  of  land  in 
Heversham  called  Scallabracks  and  all  the  lands,  fishings,  etc.  to  the 
above  belonging;  the  messuages  called  Sweeteholme  skarre  and 
Fustianriggs  in  Shapp,  co.  Westmoreld.  and  the  rectory  and  parson- 
age of  Tunstall,  co.  Lanes.,  with  the  tythe  barns  of  Over  and  Nether 
Burrow,  Ulbanke,  Tunstall  and  Lecke  and  lands  etc.  in  Cancfield, 
Tunstall,  Over  and  Nether  Barrow,  Over  and  Nether  Lecke,  Todgill 
and  Raran;  the  capital  messuage  called  Sellet  in  Whittington,  co. 
Lanes.,  after  his  death  the  said  rectory  of  Tunstall  and  appurtenances 
to  his  son  and  heir  Edward  Wilson  in  tail  male,  and  I  give  the  said 
rectory  to  said  Thomas  for  the  bringing  up  of  his  children  Henry, 
Thomas  and  George  Wilson. 

I  desire  the  said  Thomas  to  pay  the  two  yearly  rents  of  £6.  13.  4d. 
arising  from  the  said  tithe  barns  to  Queens  College,  Oxford  and 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  yearly,  for  the  maintenance  of  two  poor 
scholars  there  to  be  sent  from  Heversham  School,  formerly  founded 
by  me,  I  desire  that  the  burgages  and  lands  in  Kirkby  Kendall  I 


58 


EDWARD  WILSON  OF  NETHER  LEVENS. 


formerly  conveyed  to  the  free  Grammar  School  of  Heversham,  shall 
for  ever  remain  and  continue  to  the  use  of  the  same  school  and 
schoolmaster  there,  and  I  appoint  new  feoffees  for  the  said  school 
Nicholas  Fisher,  of  Stainbancke  Green,  Esqr.  and  Robert  Rawlinson, 
of  Carke  and  William  Knipe,  of  Broughton  and  Edward  Wilson  of  the 
Parkhouse  gent,  to  whom  Master  Thomas  Crosfield,  the  heir  of  the 
survivor  of  the  former  trustees,  now  all  dead,  shall  convey  the  same, 
except  one  close  called  Dawson's  Close,  which  I  desire  shall  be 
conveyed  to  my  grandson,  Thomas  Wilson  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

To  Thomas  Wilson  the  elder  all  my  messuages  and  lands  in 
Mardale,  co.  Westmoreld.,  and  lands  called  Lathbutts  and  Water- 
ilings,  CO.  Lanes,  and  all  my  manors,  lands,  etc.  in  cos.  York,  Lanes., 
and  Westmoreld.,  and  all  my  leases  of  lands  in  the  said  counties. 

Executor: — Thomas  Wilson  of  Heversham  Hall,  the  elder. 

I  have  purchased  one  half  of  Crosby  Park  and  the  Woodhead  adjoin- 
ing in  the  name  of  my  grandchild,  Thomas  Wilson,  for  which  I  paid 
;^93o.  and  Thomas  Wilson  shall  convey  the  same  to  his  son  Robert 
Rawlinson  of  Carke,  on  payment  or  security  for  payment  of  one-half 
of  the  said  sum;  one  half  of  which  money  I  give  to  Thomas  Wilson 
towards  the  payment  of  legacies,  and  the  other  half  I  appoint  him  to 
abate  to  his  said  son  Rawlinson,  giving  security  to  pay  the  rest  in 
two  instalments  one  and  two  years  after  his  decease. 

To  my  servant,  Mary  Leavens,  £100. 

To  my  old  servant,  Richard  Becke,  his  board  and  lodging. 

To  James  Dawson,  of  Old  Hutton,  £20.  and  to  his  eldest  son,  £40. 

To  my  kinsman,  Stephen  Birkett,  £40. 

To  Margaret  Wilson,  daughter  of  my  brother,  Henry  Wilson,  £150., 
[to  be  reduced  to  ;^ioo,  if  she  marry  without  her  friends  consent.] 
To  Mr.  William  Knipe,  of  Cartmell,  £10.  and  my  gold  ring. 
To  my  kinsman,  Edward  Johnson,  £5. 

To  the  town  of  Kendall,  ^100.,  to  purchase  lands  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  there.* 

Supervisors: — my  friends,  Mr.  William  Knipe,  of  Broughton,  Mr. 

Jervase  Benson  and  Mr.  Robert  Rawlinson,  of  Carke. 
Signed: — Edward  Wilson. 

Vv^itnesses: — Nicholas   Fisher,    Robert   Rawlinson,    John  Towers, 

Thomas  Simpson. 
Proved: — 8  June,  1654,  t>y  Thomas  Wilson,  the  executor  named. 


[Text  of  bequest  in  K.B.R.  p.  219]. 
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3.       Will  of  Henry  Fisher,  chapman, 
of  Skelsmergh,  co.  Westmoreland, 
dated:    10  March,  1615/6. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  24  Aug.,  161 6]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  my  parish  church  of  Kendall. 
To  my  wife,  Agnes,  her  third  part  of  my  lands  in  Bradleyfield  and 
my  houses  and  lands  at  Underhelme  and  Skelsmergh. 

To  my  eldest  son,  Edward  Fisher,  all  my  lands  at  Underhelme  in 
Stainton  and  elsewhere,  after  his  mother's  death,  and  my  capital 
messuage  of  Skelsmergh  Park,  and  ;^2oo  at  his  age  of  21;  if  he  die 
before  the  said  £200.  to  my  son  Nicholas. 

I  bequeath  to  *  lands  in  Bradleyfield. 

To  my  son  Henry  Fisher,  lands  in  Bradleyfield. 

To  my  daughter,  Dorothy  Fisher  *  age  of  21. 

To  my  daughter  *  

To  my  daughter,  Ellin  Fisher,  100  marks. 
To  my  wife,  Agnes,  ;^2o. 
Executors: — my  brother,  Edward  Fisher  and  my  father  in  law, 
Edward  Wilson,  of  Nether  Levens. 
To  my  father  Wilson,  £5. 

To  my  sister  George  Wilson's  wife,  ;^2o.,  to  her  and  her  children. 
To  James  Thwaite,  a  cow. 
Supervisors : — John  Lowdon,  of  London,  Thomas  Kilner,  of  Helsing- 

ton,  Thomas  Grene,  of  Kendall  and  Henry  Wilson  of  London. 
Witnesses : — Anthonie  Garnett,  Thomas  Sleddall,  Edward  Wilkinson 

and  Thomas  Wilson. 
Schedule  illegible  and  fragile. 
Proved: — 24  August,  1616. 

4.       Agnes  Fisher. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery — ,  1637]. 

Inventory  of  the  goods,  etc.  of  Agnes  Fisher,  late  of  Bradleyfield, 
Kendall,  deceased,  taken  16  June,  1637,  by  John  Rolandson, 
Edward  Baxter,|  James  Jackson  and  Henry  Rolandson,  ;^24.  18.  2. 

[furniture,  etc.]  Clothing  to  her  3  daughters  Dorothy,  Agnes  and 

•   Owing  her  debts  by  John  Pewers,^  Christr.  Fisher,  Thomas 

Strickland,  Henry  Newby. 

To  her  by  Edward  Baxter,  Mr.  Edward  Fisher,  John  Jackson. 
Owing  clear  £6^.  i.  o. 

*  Large  hole  in  MS. 

t  Probably  a  son-in-law,  see  infra.  7. 

J  ?  Towers  cf.  supra.  2. 
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Bond  entered  into  17  June,  1637,  by  John  Fisher,  of  Helsington, 
parish  of  Kendal,  husbandman  and  Edward  Fisher,  of  Bradleyfield, 
yeoman  in  £160.  that  John  Fisher  shall  administer  the  goods  of 
deceased. 

5.       Will  of  Edward  Fisher, 
of  Stainbank  Green,  Kendal  parish, 
CO.  Westmoreland,  gent., 
dated  6  July,  1639. 
[Archd.  Richmond:  Kendal  Deanery]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  the  high  or  middle  aisle  in  Kendal  Church, 
near  my  wife. 

I  bequeath  to  my  eldest  son,  Nicholas  Fisher,  my  lease  of  Kentmere 
Manor  and  lordship,  at  Kentmeredale,  co.  Westmoreland,  the 
reversion  whereof  was  granted  to  him  by  Gilbert  Stapilton  Esqr.  the 
late  owner,  and  my  three  messuages  in  Kentmere,  also  my  two 
messuages  in  Stainbank  Green  and  ground  there  called  Vicariields 
all  which  I  hold  by  lease;  and  my  house  in  Kirkbie  Kendal  in 
Fmkell  street,  given  him  by  his  late  grandfather  Thomas  Greene,  by 
his  will,  and  ;^40o. 

To  my  said  son,  Nicholas,  in  tail  male,  all  my  land  in  the  Lownd 
and  Lord's  Close,  parcel  of  Kendall  Park  near  Kirkby  Kendall, 
which  I  lately  purchased,  and  my  lands  in  Bradleyfield,  he  paying  my 
second  son,  Henry,  los.  a  year  for  life,  if  Nicholas  die  without  issue, 
the  same  to  Henry  in  tail  male,  with  contingent  remainders  to  my  3rd 
son  Thomas,  my  fourth  son  Roger  in  tail  male,  my  right  heirs. 

To  my  son,  Thomas,  my  lands  in  Casterton,  and  Martin  Croft  and 
GiUingrove  in  Kirkbie  Kendall,  and  other  Closes  there  and  4  burgages 
m  Stricklandgate  in  Kirkbie  Kendale  and  my  messuages  and  lands 
with  the  Croft  garden  in  Butcherrow,  Kirkbie  Kendall,  wherein  I 
lately  dwelt,  and  other  burgages  [specified]  in  Kirkby  Kendall,  if  he 
die  without  male  issue,  the  same  to  my  sons  Nicholas  and  Roger  in 
tail  male. 

To  my  son  Henry  ;^7oo.  in  all. 

To  my  son,  Roger,  my  messuage  called  Hakrigg  End  in  Hutton  Le 
Hey  and  my  messuage  in  Brundrigg,  Strickland  Kettle,  my  cottage 
there  and  ;^ioo. 

To  my  daughter,  Dorothy,  ;^ioo,  besides  her  child's  portion. 

To  my  daughter,  Mary,  ;^ioo,  besides  her  child's  portion. 

To  my  son-in-law,  John  Beck,  ;^ioo. ;  for  him  and  his  wife. 

To  repair  of  the  nether  Bridge,  Kendall,  40s. 

Legacies  to  poor  and  church  of  Kendall. 
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Executors: — my  son,  Nicholas  and  my  friends,  Mr.  Walter  Beck, 
Robert  Crostield  and  my  cousin  Arthur  Dixon. 
To  my  daughter  Margery',  40s.  for  a  ring,  and  I  owe  her  husband, 
my  son-in-law,  Roger  Bateman,  £450. 
Signed: — Edward  Fisher. 

Witnesses: — George    Warde,    Peter    Huggen,    William  Chamber, 

Bryan  Warriner. 
Gjdicil  dated  i  February,  i64o[-i]. 
Bequests  to  sons  already  mentioned. 
Witnesses: — Henry  Fisher,  Thomas  Sandes. 
Proved: — 14  May,  1641. 

6.       W^ill  of  Thomas  Willson, 
of  Heversham  Hall. 
CO.  Westmoreland,  gent.; 
dated:  29  November,  1656. 
[P.C.C.  Ruthen,  49]. 
I  bequeath  to  my  2nd  son,  James  Wilson,  my  messuages  and  lands 
which  were  my  father's,  and  ;^2oo  for  the  preferment  of  his  children. 

To  my  son  Henry,  my  messuages  and  lands  in  Hudridding  as  well 
these  purchased  by  my  grandfather  as  these  purchased  by  me  in  his 
name  of  Captain  Browne,  and  £200. 

To  my  son,  William  ;^5o.  a  year  and  £200,  To  my  son  Thomas  the 
rectory  and  lease  of  tithes  of  Heversham  '  taken  in  his  name  from 
the  CoUedge  '  or  security  for  ^1000.  when  be  becomes  freeman  of 
London.  To  my  son  George  ;^iooo,  when  he  becomes  freeman  of 
London.  To  Thomas  and  George  each  ^10.  a  year  till  they  attain  to 
the  freedom.  To  my  daughter,  Ellen  Wilson,  ;£iooo.  in  three 
instalments  after  her  marriage,  and  meanwhile  £20.  a  year  for 
maintenance. 

To  m.y  wife  Dorothy,  my  messuage  called  Heversham  Hall  and 
Heversham  Demesne,  for  life,  and  £^00. 

To  my  son  in  law,  Robert  Rawlinson,  and  brother  in  law  William 
Knipe,  the  tithe  barn  called  Lecke  Tythe  barn  and  the  tithes  in 
Lecke,  in  trust  to  permit  my  son  Edward  to  keep  the  same  and  pay 
annuities  bequeathed  by  my  grandfather,  Edward  Wilson. 

Residuary  legatee: — my  wife  and  my  eldest  son,  Edward. 

Executor: — my  son,  Edward. 
Supervisors : — my  brother  in  law,  Master  William  Knipe,  my  sons  in 
law,  Robert  Rawlinson  and  Francis  Benson. 

To  my  sister  Bradley,*  £^0.  and  to  her  sons,  William  and  Edward 

*  [Probably  Jane  w.  of  James  Bradley  who  died  Nov.  1639.  Roger  was  b. 
Oct.  1621  [R.K.  i,  347]]. 
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;^io.  each  and  to  Roger  Bradley  the  money  he  owes  me. 

To  my  sister  Medcalfe  40s.  a  year  and  to  my  aunt  Agnes  Bateman 
;^io.  and  my  aunt  Sark  ;^io.  and  to  my  son,  Benson,  £10.,  to  my 
daughter  Christian, 

Signed : — Thomas  Willson. 
Witnesses: — Wilham   Knipe,    Richard   Tatham,   Thos.  Atkinson, 

Robert  Rawlinson. 
Proved: — 28  March  1656  [sic.]  by  the  executor. 

7.       Will  of  Dorothy  Wilson, 
of  Heversham  Hall,  co.  Westmoreland,  widow, 
relict  of  Thomas  Wilson,  late  of  same,  gent. ; 
dated: — 11  November,  1678. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  22  Nov.,  1678.] 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  Heversham  parish  church  in  the  choir 
beside  my  husband  and  children. 

I  bequeath  to  my  eldest  son,  Edward,  and  his  heirs,  ;^2oo.,  he 
paying  my  son,  Thomas,  ^n.  a  year,  during  his  life. 
To  the  children  of  my  son,  William  Wilson,  £$0. 
To  the  children  of  my  son  Henry,  £$0. 
To  the  grandchild,  Edward  Wilson,  at  London,  £-^o. 
To  my  grandchild,  Dorothy  Bland,  ;^2o. 

To  my  cousin,  Agnes  Hodgson,  at  London,  ^5.,  to  Thomas  Hodgson, 
£5- 

To  Jane  Rallinson  and  her  sister,  Dorothy,  £10.  each. 
To  Charles  Benson,  ;^io. 

To  Jane  and  Dorothy,  daughters  of  my  son,  Edward  Wilson,  ;^io. 

To  my  son,  William  Wilson,  of  Windermere,  the  debts  he  owes  me. 

To  my  son,  James,  £s.,  and  a  chest. 

To  my  son,  Edward  Wilson,  los. 

To  my  son,  George,  20s.  and  to  my  son,  Henry,  ^30. 

To  my  daughters,  Rallinson  and  Jackson,  £10.  each. 

Small  money  lagacies  to  John  and  Edward  Christian,  Dorothy 
Dickinson  and  her  brother  Edward,  my  cousins  Eleanor  Man,  Anne 
Mahood,  Anne  Borwick  and  Sidgewicks  wife,  to  Dorothy  Booth  and 
Isabel  Wilkinson,  my  servants. 

To  my  sisters,  Baxter  and  Wilson,  5s.  each. 

To  my  grandchild,  Dorothy  Bland,  a  feather  bed. 

To  my  grandchild,  James  Bland,  of  Winder  (Sedbergh),  a  cow. 
Executors: — my  sons,  William  and  Henry  Wilson. 
Supervisors: — my   grandchild  Mr.   Curwen   Rallinson   and  Wm, 
Helme. 

Signed : — {mark.) 
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Witnesses: — John  Croft,  Guy  Kirchinge,  Richard  Saulle. 

Inventory  taken  20  November,  1678,  by  Leonard  Croft,  Rowland 
Park,  James  Cornthwaite,  WilHam  Helme.    £3^4-  I3-  10. 

Bond  entered  into  22  November,  1678,  by  William  Wilson,  rector 
of  Windermere,  co.  Westmorland,  Henry  Wilson,  of  Old  Hutton, 
Kendall,  and  James  Bland,  of  Underwinder,  parish  of  Sedbergh,  co. 
York,  yeoman,  in  £700.,  that  the  said  William  and  Henry  Wilson, 
will  execute  the  will  of  their  late  mother. 

Signed: — William  Wilson. 
Henry  Wilson, 
James  Bland. 

8.       Will  of  Edward  Wilson  esq.  of  Dallam  Tower, 
dated  16  Oct.  1705. 
To  grandson  Edward  Wilson  of  Casterton,  son  of  Roger  his  son 
deceased,  all  his  lands,  called  Widdall  in  co.  Yorks. 

He  confirms  a  deed  of  25  Jan.  1658/9  by  which  he  settled  lands  etc. 
in  Haverbrack,  Beetham  and  Casterton  and  part  of  the  rectory  and 
tithes  of  Tunstall  for  jointure  of  his  wife  Dorothy  and  preferment  of 
his  sons  by  her. 

To  grandson  Edward  Wilson  of  Casterton  lease  of  hereditaments  in 
Casterton  upon  Trust,  etc.    To  the  same  ^100. 

To  grandson  Roger  Wilson,  youngest  son  of  his  son  Roger,  ;^3oo.  at 

21  and  his  estate  at  Hutton  called  Elkrig  End. 

To  grandchild  Jane  daughter  of  his  son  Roger  £200.  at  21. 

To  his  kinswoman  Agnes  Mawhood  for  life  a  rent  of  ;^8. 

To  his  wife,  for  life  only  in  addition  to  her  jointure,  lands  in 
Beetham,  etc.,  she  executing  a  release  to  testator's  son  Edward  of 
all  her  title  of  dower,  etc. 

To  son  Edward  furniture,  etc.  as  heirlooms. 

All  rest  of  household  to  be  divided  between  his  son  and  his  wife. 

Exor.  his  son  Edward. 
Supervisors:    William  Fleming  of  Rydal  Bart.,  Ewan  Christian  of 
Unerigge  esq.    Dr.  Fenton  of  Lancaster,  clerk  (to  whom  40/- 
apiece) . 

To  his  wife  ;^3oo.  on  condition  that  she  makes  release  as  above. 
Witnesses:  

22  March  1705  Codicil  by  which  he  bequeathes  to  grandson  Daniel 

Wilson  of  Nether  Levens,  esq.  the  whole  estate  of  Nether  Levens 
and  Ninesergh  as  amply  and  with  all  appurtenances  as  he 
purchased  it. 
Inventory,  iG  July,  1707.    ;^i685.  10.  6. 
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Bond  1 8  July,  1707,  Edw.  Wilson  formerly  of  Park  House,  Lanes. 

esq.  now  of  Dallam  Tower  and  Daniel  Wilson  of  Nether  Levens 

in  ;^ioo.  for  redelivery  of  Will. 
Bond  of  same  parties  in  ^10,000.  for  execution  by  said  Edward  Wilson 

9.       Nuncupative  Will  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Wilson  of  Dallam  Tower 

relict  of  Edward  Wilson  of  the  same  deceased. 
On  10  Dec,  1709  she  declared  that,  after  all  her  debts  etc.  paid,  the 
residue  of  her  personal  estate  should  be  given  to  her  grandson 
Mr.  Edward  Wilson  of  Casterton,  and  that  he  should  be  her  Executor. 

She  died  12  Dec,  1709. 
Witnesses  include  Jane  Wilson. 
Inventory  taken  16  Dec,  1709.  £12.^. 

Bond  14  July,  1710  by  Edward  Wilson  of  Casterton,  gent,  in  ;^5oo.  to 
execute. 

10.       Will  of  Edward  Wilson  of  Dallam  Tower,  esqr. 
II  June,  1719. 

To  son  Daniel  all  lands  not  already  settled  upon  him  at  marriage. 

To  the  same  all  his  personal  estate,  charged  with  following : 

to  his  daughter  Katharine  ^100.  a  year  till  marriage  and  then 
;^3ooo.  as  a  marriage  portion: 

To  all  his  servants  at  Dallam  Tower,  Park  House  and  Greenhead 
los.  each. 

Exor :    his  son  Daniel. 

Bond  I  March  1719/20  of  Daniel  Wilson  of  Dallam  Tower,  esq.  in 
;^io,ooo.  for  execution  of  Will. 

II.       Will  of  Henry  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
dated: — 5  May,  1607. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Lonsdale  Deanery,  21  Jan.  1607]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  my  parish  church  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  near 
my  wife  who  is  buried  there. 

I  bequeath  to  my  grandchild,  Jane  Wilson,  my  standing  bedstead 
in  the  loft,  the  great  ark,  the  two  malt  arks,  an  ironbound  chest  and 
my  best  chest  and  all  my  plough  and  husbandry  gear. 
To  my  daughter,  Mabel  Otway,  a  chest. 
To  Jane  Stockdale,  a  chest. 

The  rest  of  my  chests,  arks,  beds,  napery  and  brass  to  be  divided 
between  the  said  Jane  Wilson  and  her  sister,  Mary  Wilson. 
To  my  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren,  20s.  each. 
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To  my  niece  Elizabeth  Wethereld,*  5s.  a  year. 

To  the  children  of  my  brother  Thomas  Wilson,  of  William  Garnet 
and  of  John  Wethereld, f  2s.  6d.  each. 
To  my  servant,  Margaret  Bayliffe,  40s. 

None  of  my  tenants  to  be  fined  for  their  tenements  until  Jane  or 
Mary  W^ilson,  or  my  daughters  Mabel  Otway  and  Joan  Syll  or  my 
grandchildren  Jane  and  Alice  Stockdale  shall  come  to  the  said  lands, 
according  to  the  estate  thereof  by  me  made. 

To  the  free  grammar  school  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  40s.  to  be  in  the 
master's  custody  until  some  land  can  be  bought  to  augment  the  said 
school. 

To  Hugh  Duston,  a  year's  rent. 
Executors: — my  daughters,  Mabel  Otway  and  Joan  Syll  and  my 
grandchildren  Jane  and  Alice  Stockdale,  daughters  of  Christop- 
her Stockdale  and  they  to  be  my  residuary  legatees. 

I  will  that  Christopher  Stockdale,  Rowland  Syll,  Edward  Wilson 
the  younger  and  Leonard  Stockdale,  my  four  feoffees,  take  the 
profits  of  my  land  and  pay  the  said  legacies,  etc. 
Supervisors:    Sir  Thomas  Stryckland,  Knt.,  Mr.  Gervase  Stryckland 
and  my  two  friends,  Mr.  George  Stockdale  and  Mr.  John  Man. 

I  will  that  Rowland  Smyth  shall  pay  no  rent  for  his  tenement  so 
long  as  my  feoffees  shall  have  the  use  of  m.y  land. 

To  Robert  Hutton,  26s.  8d. ;  James  Dickson  to  pay  for  his  land 
and  ground  30s.  a  year. 

My  feofiees  to  pay  to  the  poor  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  13s.  4d.  a 
year  if  the  profits  of  my  lands  will  allow. 

[No  signature]. 
Witnesses: — Thomas  Redmayne,  Edwarde  Baines. 

[The  other  Will  is  identical  with  above,  but  is  signed:  Henry 
Wilsonne,  and  an  additional  witness  Christofer  Stockdell]. 

Inventory  taken  15  December,  1607,  by  Rowland  Smythe,  Thomas 
Redmayne,  John  Williamson  and  Edward  Jennyngs.  2.  10. 

Debts  owing  by  John  Bland,  John  Hardye,  Mabel  Otwaye,  Henry 
Atkynson,  Thomas  Guye,  William  Dyckson,  Rowland  Conder, 
James  Dyckson,  rents  unpaid  in  Keasden,  Mr.  Heyber  amounting  to 
^36.  15-  o. 

Sum  total:    £t-9S.  17.  10. 
Proved:    21  January,  1607/8. 


*  [b.  1576/7]. 

t  [A  nephew,  brother  of  Elizabeth,  b.  c.  1566]. 
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12.  William  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

[Arch.  Richmond,  Lonsdale  Deanery,  1600], 
Inventory  taken*  ....  May,  1600,  by  Edward*  

Redmayne,  Edward*  *  .  .  .  .  Wilson. 

Debts  owing  by  Mr.  Williamson,  Nicholas  Anderson,  Edward 

Burrow,  Edward  Witton,  John  Hudson,  Roland  Sill,  Mabel  Otway, 

Edward  Jenings.       Sum  of  goods,  etc.  ^29.  8.  10. 

Admon.  granted  3  May  1600  to  his  father,  Henry  Wilson. 

13.  Thomas  Wilson. 

[Arch.  Richmond,  Lonsdale  Deanery,  1591]. 

Inventory  of  the  goods,  etc.  of  Thomas  Wilson,  late  of  Kirkby 
Lonsdale,  deceased  taken  18  August,  1591,  by  Edward  Wilson, 
Henry  Wilson  and  others  [not  named].  ;^2oi.  i  .0.  including  wares  in 
the  shops  at  Kirkby  and  Kendall. 

He  owed  Allen  Pricked  £g.  10.  o.  and  Mr.  Hewes  of  London  40s. 

Bond  entered  into  8  October,  1591,  by  Agnes  Willson,  relict  of 
Thomas  Willson,  late  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  deceased,  Edward  Willson, 
son  of  deceased  and  Edward  and  Henry  Willson,  of  Kirkby,  gents,  in 
;^40o.,  that  the  said  Agnes  and  Edward  Willson  will  administer  the 
goods  of  deceased,  bring  up  his  children  now  minors,  and  pay  his 
debts,  etc. 

[On  dorse  of  Inventory  it  is  stated  that  Edward  and  Henry  Willson 
are  brothers  of  deceased  and  Alice  and  Ellen  are  children  of  deceased 
to  be  joined  in  administration;  the  children  within  age  are  to  be 
assured  a  full  portion. 

14.       Edward  Willson, 
of  Kirkby; 

[Arch.  Richmond,  Lonsdale  Deanery  [c.  1620]!  in  pencil]. 
Inventory  taken  [no  date]  by  John  Williamson,  James  Willson. 
l^owland  Conder  and  Richard  Sarrell.J    ;^24.  o.  4. 

Bond  entered  into  [no  date]  by  Thomas  Wilson  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
William  Manser  and  Richard  Dixon,  yeomen  [no  sum  or  condition 
given]. 

Signed:    Tho.  Wilson, 

Will:  Manserghe. 
Richard  Dickson. 
Inside  sheet  a  note  [contemporary]  that  Alice  the  widow  and 
Thomas  Wilson  shall  administer  the  goods  of  deceased.    18  Sep- 
tember [no  year]. 
*  MS.  torn. 

t  Should  be  1621.    E.W.  was  buried  19  June,  1621. 
%  [Perhaps  a  mistake  for  Garnett]. 
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15.    Will  of  Henry  Willson  of  Underley,  parish  of  Kirkhy  Lonsdale, 

clothier. 

[Prorog.  Court  of  York:  proved  15  Nov.  1639]. 
I  Henrie  ^^"ilson  of  Underley  within  the  parish  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale 
clothier  .... 

I 

First  I  give  unto  Mr.  Thomas  Tuke  preatcher  in  Saint  Olave's 

ould  JewTie  in  London  10 
Item  unto  Mr.  Josias  Shute  preatcher  in  Lumbert  Street  40 
unto  Doctor  Bainbrigg  Mr.   of  Christ's  Colledge  in 

Cambridge  and  his  blessed  children  40 
to  him  and  my  godchild  his  sonn  Henrie  60 
,,    unto  Doctor  Potter*  provost  of  Queen's  Colledge  in 

Oxford  10 
,,    unto  the  worthie  Feoffees  of  Kirkbie  Lonsdale  and  the 

parish  for  perpetual  endowment  of  a  Sunday  lecturer*  120 
to  the  same  for  perpetual  endowment  of  an  Ushership  in 

the  Grammar  School*  120 
to  the  Minister,  Feoffees  and  Churchwardens  of  the 
lordship  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale  for  apprenticing  2  boys 
and  I  girl  annually  in  London  350 
to  the  same  for  a  Coal  charity  50 
to  the  Vicar  and  the  Feoffees  of  the  lordship  of  K.L. 

for  annual  money  doles  to  the  Poor  100 
to  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  for  7  Exhibitions  of  £s-  P^r 
annum  (4  for  Kirkby  Lonsdale  School  and  3  for  Kendal 
School)  per  annurn  35 
,,    to  the  same  for  purchase  of  Impropriate  rectories  in  the 
North  ' '  where  the  people  are  most  rude  and  carelesse 
of  Dyvine  Instruction  "  with  preferential  patronage 
for  the  7  Exhibitioners  aforesaid  500 
to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Kendal  towards  the 

endowment  of  a  Sunday  lecturer  in  the  parish  church  50 
to  the  same  for  an  apprenticing  Charity  as  at  K.L.  350 
,,    to  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  for  purchase  of  Impro- 
priations and  patronage  500 
,,    to  the  children  of  my  Coosin  Mr.  Jo:  Power  of  Hallifax 

and  of  Jane  his  late  wife  my  nece  400 

*  On  Chr.  Potter  and  his  uncle  Barnaby,  Bp.  of  Carlisle,  see  Nicholson,  Annals 
of  Kendal,  pp.  333,  338. 

t  As  legacies  are  given  below  to  Mr.  Richard  Leake  as  lecturer,  and  to  Mr,  John 
Place  as  Usher,  it  is  probable  that  the  testator  had  already  maintained  them  in 
these  offices. 


68 


EDWARD  WILSON  OF  NETHER  LEVENS. 


Item  to  Thomas  son  of  my  nephew  Thos.  Wilson  of  Under- 
helme  my  whole  estate  in  the  Rectory  or  parsonage  of 
Horton  (subject  to  a  payment  of  ;^ioo  '  to  my  Cosin 
Henry  Poore  '    within  3  years). 

,,  to  my  said  nephew  Thomas  Wilson  and  Henry  his  eldest 
son  all  my  houses  and  lands  in  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
Underley,  etc.  the  manor  of  Whitwell,  etc.  Succession 
in  heirs  male  of  Henry :  then  to  2nd  son  Thomas  and 
heirs  male;  then  to  3rd  son  William  and  heirs  male; 
with  ultimate  reversion  to  the  right  heirs  of  Henry. 

„    to  my  niece  Margaret  Williamson  daughter  of  John 
Williamson  deed, 
to  my  niece  Alse  Bradley  wife  of  Edward  Bradley  deed. 


and  her  children  100 

,,    to  my  niece*  the  wife  of  Edmund  Smith  (deed.)  30 

and  to  her  children  30 

,,    to  my  niece  Jane  Lightburne  who  is  unmarried  50 

„    to  Henry  Jennings  son  of  my  nephew  John  Jennings  deed.  50 

,,    to  Nicholas  Glover  and  his  wife  my  niece  50 

,,    to  Edward  Lightburne  son  of  Robert  Lightburne  deed.  50 

and  to  his  two  sisters  £20.  each  40 

to  Mr.  Richard  Walton  20 

to  Agnes  daughter  of  John  Gibsonf  20 

to  my  godchild  the  son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Christmas  of  London  40 

,,  to  my  godchild  the  son  of  Mr.  Michael  Waring  30 
to  my  little  boy  Thos.  Atkinson  ^10.  and  to  my  maid 

Agnes  Atkinson  in  addition  to  their  wages  13 
,,    to  Agnes  Mansergh  daughter  of  the  foresaid  John 

Williamson  deed,  annuity  of  3 

,,  to  Mr.  Wm.  Wicke  accountant  to  the  Kynn  Farm  10 
,,    to  my  loving  and  faithfull  friendes  in  the  north  parts, 

Mr.  Edward  Wilson  of  Neither  Leavens,  Mr.  Edward 

Fisher,    Mr.    Thomas    Sleadall,    Robert  Crosfield, 

Thomas  Wilson  of  Heversham  Hall  and  Robert  Sled- 

dall  my  godchild  each  18 
to  my  late  partner  Mr.  Edward  Fisher  for  his  son  Roger, 

my  godchild  40 
,,    to  Edward  Wilson  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Wilson  of 

Heversham  20 
,,    to  James,  Henry  and  William  three  younger  sons  (to  be 

be  equally  divided)  20 

*  Agnes  da.  of  his  sister  Jane  (Lightburne). 
t  John  Gibson  m.  Janet  Lightburne. 
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Item  to  my  Coosin  Jane  Borrett  30 
to  my  said  faithfull  and  loving  Coosin  Mr.  Edward 
Wilson  of  Neather  Leavens  my  best  horse  or  gelding, 
my  best  gowne  my  best  suit  of  Apparrell  and  my 
watche. 

Executors:    the  said  Mr.  Edward  Wilson,  Mr.  Edward  Fisher, 
Thomas  Wilson  of  Heversham  and  Robert  Crosfield 
(to  each,  ;^5o.)  200 
Item  to  Mr.  Richard  Leake  lecturer  at  K.L.  20 
,,    to  be  distributed  to  the  Poor  at  his  Burial  100 
Residuary  legatees  my  nephew  Thomas  Wilson  of  Underhelme  and 

his  children  equally. 
Dated:    26  Nov.,  1638. 

Signed:  Henrie  W^ilson.  Witnesses:  Edward  W^ilson,  Joseph 
Booth,  Edward  Otway,  Thomas  Wilson,  Ric.  Waltonn,  Richard 
Leake. 

A  memorandum  attached  and  duly  executed  provides  that 
lands  and  tenements  in  Casterton,  which  had  been  over- 
looked, shall  pass  as  provided  for  the  other  real  estate. 
Annuity  for  Agnes  Mansergh  increased  from  ^3.  to  £6. 
A  few  additional  legacies  are  bequeathed,  including 
Margaret  Croskell  of  Lancaster  £^.,  Isaac  Knipe  of  K.L. 

Christopher  Fletcher  of  K.L.        Mr.  Tuke  an  ad-  £ 
ditional  ;^io.  (making  up  ;^2o.).  Mr.  Place,  Usher  £^.  30 

Witnesses.  Ric.  W^altonn,  Isaack  Knipe,  James  Rigg, 
Richard  Leake,  Ric.  Waltonn,  Isaack  Knipe,  E.  Otwaye, 
Edmund  Witton. 

The  Will  was  '  the  third  time  '  acknowledged  etc .  by  the  said  Henrie 
Wilson  this  15th  day  of  February,  1638  in  the  presence  of  us 


Richard  Leake,  Ric.  Waltonn,  Isaack  Knipe,  John  Place. 

A  Codicil  of  29  Aug,  1639  adds  legacies:  £ 

to  Nicholas  Glover  of  Mansergh  additional  (making  ;^8o.)  30 

to  my  niece  Margaret  Williamson  additional  (making  ;^40o.)  50 

to  Edmund  Witton  of  Casterton  my  Coosin  50 

to  various  servants  (revoking  previous  legacies)  22 


Witnesses:    John  Tatham,  Tho.  Wilson,  John  Place,  Ric.  \^■altonn, 
Edmund  Witton. 

[Total  bequests  apart  from  annuities  ^^4,200.] 
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1 6.       Will  of  Thomas  Wilson  of  Kettlestone,  Norfolk, 
Bachelor  of  Divinity,  Clerk. 
[Rector  of  Kelling,  nr.  Holt,  Norfolk,  1603 ;  rector  of  Kettlestone, 
nr.  Fakenham,  1608-26;  Rector  of  Thursford,  1616-26J . 

[Norwich  Consistory  Court,  1626,  page  191]. 
I  give  to  the  poor  of  Kettlestone 

„  ,,  Thursford  40s. 

„  Killing  20s. 

„  „  Holme  next  Hurston  20s. 

,,         Thomas  Wilson  my  godson  ;^2o. 

„  Susan  Wilson  sister  to  said  Thomas  Wilson  ;^2o. 
„         Francis  Wilson  ,,  ,,  ,,  £20. 

„         Henry  Wilson  brother  ,,  ,,  £^0. 

They  being  the  children  of  Thomas  Wilson  of  Cropton,  clerk 

and  Ann  his  wife. 
These  legacies  to  be  paid  within  a  year  of  my  decease  in 
Kettlestone  church  porch. 
„         "  my  true  and  faithfully  Rebecka  Salter  "  my  house  yards 
and  orchard  as  it  is  now  divided  by  a  way  newly  made 
going  down  to  my  meadows  and  which  I  purchased  of 
John  Tyler  for  her  life. 
,,         my  apprentice  William  Nelson  40s.  at  21. 
I  give  to  the  masters  and  fellows  of  Christs  College,  Cambridge  ;^2oo 
for  the  maintenance  of  3  scholars  to  be  elected  by  the 
said  masters  and  fellows  out  of  the  grammar  school  of 
Kirkebey  Lonsdale  in  Westmoreland  till  they  attain 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  they  being  resident  there 
during  the  said  time. 
I  give  to  Mabel  Willingson  my  sister  ;^io. 
,,         Thomas  Wilson  of  Cropton  clerk. 

Anne  Wilson  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Vincent  (?  Wilson). 
Goodwin  Clerke 
Thomas  Cloudesley 

and  Mr.  Edward  More  parson  of  Little  Snoring  each  a  gold 
ring  worth  20s. 

„         Henry  Wilson  my  brother  of  Blackwell  Hall,  Clothier  all 
my  houses  etc.  in  Kettlestone  and  Clipstone  and  the 
house  hereinbefore  given  to  the  said  Rebecca,  my 
servant  for  her  life  and  all  my  goods  and  chattels  and 
I  make  him  my  executor. 
Dated  9th  August,  1626. 
Proved  28th  August,  1626,  by  the  executor. 
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17.  Thomas  Wilson, 
[Arch  Richmond,  Lonsdale  Deanery,  1647]. 
Bond  dated  9  September,  1647,  by  Margaret  Wilson,  widow, 
relict  of  Thomas  Wilson,  late  of  Underley,  co.  Westmoreland,  gent., 
deceased,  Thomas  Warde,  of  Rigmaden,  gent,  and  Edward  Borrett, 
of  Kirkb}^  Lonsdale,  mere  er,  in  ;^iooo.  that  they  will  pay  William  and 
Jane  Wilson,  children  of  the  said  Thomas,  their  full  child's  portion 
and  all  legacies  due  to  them,  and  will  educate  and  bring  them  up 
during  their  minority. 

Margaret  Wilson 
Thomas  W^aarde 
Edward  Borrett. 

18.       W'ill  of  Margaret  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  co.  Westmorland,  widow, 

dated:    30  January,  1690/1. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Lonsdale  Deanery,  1691] . 

I  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Alice,  wife  of  Thomas  Warde,  of 
Penrith,  co.  Cumberland,  gent.,  ;^4o.  and  to  their  son,  John  Warde, 
;^2o.,  and  their  children,  Katherine  and  Elizabeth  Warde,  £20.  each. 

To  my  grandchild,  Margaret  W^ilson,  daughter  of  my  late  son, 
William  Wilson,  {^20. 

To  Edward  Rowlandson,  my  grandchild,  son  of  Richard  Rowland- 
son,  late  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  deceased,  all  my  lands  at  Biggins,  co. 
Westmoreland,  which  I  purchased  of  my  late  son  Philip  Wilson. 

To  my  grandson,  Thomas  Rowlandson,  ^200.  and  to  my  grandson, 
Richard  Rowlandson,  ;^2oo.,  and  to  my  grandchild  Ann  Rowlandson, 
£^0.,  and  to  my  grandchild,  Mary  Rowlandson,  £'^0.,  all  which  sums 
given  to  the  children  of  my  late  son,  Richard  Rowlandson  my 
executors  shall  employ  as  most  for  their  .benefit. 

To  my  grandson,  John  Wilson,  son  of  my  late  son  Henry,  late  of 
Underley,  Esqr.,  ^20. 

To  Thomas  W^ilson,  of  Underley,  my  grandchild,  and  his  heirs  for 
ever,  my  lands  at  Underley,  co.  Westmoreland. 

Residuary  legatee  and  executor : — my  son  in  law,  Thomas  Warde,  of 
Penrith,  gent. 

To  Thomas  and  Philip,  sons  of  my  late  son,  Philip  Wilson,  ;^'2o.  each 
To  Mary  Man,  daughter  of  my  late  son-in-law.  Miles  Mann,  ;^2o. 
To  Job  Bayliffe,  son  of  Alice  Booth,  ;^5. 
To  John  Applegarth,  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  ^5. 
Signed: — Margaret  Wilson. 
Witnesses: — Wm.   Bordrigge,   Bryan   Johnson,   Thomas  Johnson, 
John  Applegarth. 
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Bond  dated  21  April,  1691,  entered  into  by  John  Ward,  of  St. 
Dunstan's  in  the  East,  London,  Esqr.,  Thomas  Ward  of  Penrith,  co. 
Cumberland,  gent.,  and  Thomas  Brabin,  of  Whittington,  co.  Lanes., 
gent.,  in  ^1000.  that  the  said  John  Ward  bring  in  the  original  will  of 
Margaret  Wilson,  etc. 

Do.  same  date  entered  into  by  the  above  in  ;^2ooo.,  that  the  said 
Thomas  Ward  pay  to  Richard  and  Mary  Rowlandson  at  their  ages  of 
21. 

Witnesses: — Rich.  Trotter,  public  notary,  Jo.  Applegarth,  Edwd; 
Rowlandson, 

Bond,  same  date,  entered  into  by  same,  to  pay  Thomas,  Richard 
and  Mary  Rowlandson,  their  legacies. 

19.       Will  of  Henry  Wilson, 
of  Underley,  co.  Westmoreland,  Esqr. 
dated:    6  August,  1683. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Lonsdale  Deanery,  1684] . 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 
To  my  wife  Ann,  I  bequeath  two  feather  beds  and  a  trunk  of  linen 
marked  A.H.  and  all  her  clothes  of  woollen  and  linen,  chairs,  2  carpets 
and  china  dishes  and  so  forth,  3  silver  spoons,  a  little  silver  fruit  dish 
and  a  silver  "  cawdell  "  cup,  i\  doz.  pewter  dishes  and  1^  doz. 
pewter  plates,  pans,  baskets  and  so  forth;   my  first  wife's  receipt 
book,  my  diamond  ring,  my  father  Edmund's  picture  in  little,  for  life, 
with  remainder  to  my  sons,  Thomas  and  John,  and  also  to  her  ;^20.  a 
year. 

To  my  son,  Edmunds  if  he  be  living,  ^8.  a  year. 
To  my  son,  John,  £12.  a  year  for  3  years  and  then  ;^ioo.  and  my 
library. 

Residuary  legatee  and  executor: — my  son  Thomas  Wilson. 
Supervisors: — Mr.  John  Briggs,  vicar  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Roger 
Moore,  of  Middleton,  Esqr.  and  Richard  Rowlandson,  gent. 

Signed:    Hen:  Wilson.    Seal:    lion  rampant. 
Witnesses: — John  Applegarth,  Thomas  Whithead,  William  Waller. 

Inventory  taken  9  June,  1684  by  John  Buckley,  Edward  Light- 
bourne,  William  Newton,  John  Applegarth.  Mention  of  rents  of 
Whitwell  and  Selside.    £577.  10.  6^d. 

Bond  entered  into  28  July,  1684,  by  Thomas  Wilson  and  John 
Buckley,  both  of  Underley,  parish  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  gents,  and 
John  Apiegarth,  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  gent.,  in  ;^i2o.  that  Thomas 
Wilson  abovesaid  will  perform  the  will  of  his  late  father. 
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20.       Will  of  John  Wilsonn, 
of  Beavetwhat  Greene,  parish 

of  Heversham ; 
dated:    4  September,  161 2. 
["Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  Sept.  1612.  [^Abstract]]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  my  parish  church  or  churchyard  of  Hever- 
sham. 

My  wife  Isabel  is  to  have  her  widow's  estate  out  of  my  messuage 
where  I  dwell. 

I  desire  my  supervisors,  Edward  Wilson  and  Richard  Nealson  to 
sell  my  messuage  and  tenement  and  lands  lately  held  by  Henry 
Levens  and  since  bought  of  Thomas  Wilson  and  out  of  the  money 
received  to  pay  my  daughter,  Alice  Wilson,  £26.  13.  4d.  and  to  my 
son  John  Wilson  £^.,  as  well  as  what  he  formerly  had. 

To  my  son-in-law,  Henry  Wilson,  los.  and  to  each  of  his  children 
los. 

To  each  of  Richard  Nealson 's  children,  a  sheep. 

To  my  godson,  John  Nealson,  a  sheep. 

To  my  parish  church  of  Heversham,  3s.  4d. 
Executors: — my  son  Henry  Wilson  and  daughter,  Alice  Wilson. 
Supervisors: — Edward  Wilson  and  Richard  Nealson. 
Witnesses: — Edward  Wilson,  Thomas  Jermayne,  Thomas  Midleton. 

Proved:    12  September,  1612,  by  the  executors  named. 

Inventory  taken  11  Sept.,  161 2,  by  Arthur  Helme,  Wm.  Wilson, 
John  Wright  and  Francis  Buntkin.    £y.  8.  10. 

Debts  owing  to  Christopher  Bindlosse,  Robt.  Denison,  John  Wright, 
Mr.  Calvert,  Peter  SauU,  Miles  Croser,  George  Relf,  William  Wilson, 
of  Greene  yeat,  William  Wilson  "  waller,"  Christopher  Wilson  and 
William  Wilson  of  Waine  Gap. 

[Note  on  willj  : — to  seek  the  testament  of  Alice  Nealson  of 
Grasdall,  who  died  in  161 1  for  Mr.  Robt.  Brigs. 

21.       Will  of  Edward  Wyllson, 
of  Leasgill,  parish  of  Eversham ; 
dated:    9  Sept.,  1605. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  25  Oct.,  1605]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  within  my  parish  churchyard.    I  bequeath  to 
my  wife,  Ellen,  my  closes  above  the  house,  half  of  Breary  Slacke  and 
Robinson  Close  and  half  the  meadow,  my  whole  fire  house,  half  the 
.barn  and  other  houses  (except  the  new  house,  which  1  give  my  son 
John  when  he  marries)  half  the  orchard  and  the  garden,  and  the 
residue  to  my  son,  John;  my  wife  to  bring  up  my  young  children. 
She  to  have  the  stables  I  took  of  Miles  Garnett. 
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To  my  son,  John,  the  moss  of  Shawfelde  and  he  to  pay  my  son, 
Edward,  ;^i2.,  to  my  sons  George  and  WilHam,  40s.  each,  to  my 
daughters,  EHzabeth,  Jenett,  Mary,  26s.  8d.  each  and  to  my  son 
Thomas,  40s.  To  my  son  John,  a  little  chest,  which  was  my  father's. 
Residuary  legatees  and  executors: — my  said  children,  except  my 

daughter  Agnes,  now  married. 
Supervisors: — Mr.  John  Smyth,  of  Kendall,  Thomas  Mackreth  of 

Natlande  and  Edward  Willson,  my  cousin. 
Witnesses: — Thomas  Parke,  William  Parke,  Peter  Parke. 

Inventory  taken  21  October,  1605  by  Edward  Willson,  Thomas 
Parke,  Richard  Nealson  and  Wm.  Benson.    £go.  11.  4. 

He  owed  money  to  Brian  Johnson,  Mary  Willson  and  his  other 
children  Eliz.,  Wm.  and  Jennet,  Jeffery  Parke,  Nich.  Bellingham, 
Nich.  Calvert  and  was  owed  money  by  John  Cocke,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Thomas  Woodhouse  and  others. 

Bond  entered  into  25  October,  3  James  I  (1605)  by  Ellen  Wilson, 
relict  of  deceased,  Thomas  Mackreth  of  Natland,  and  Thomas  Storie 
of  Heversham,  yeomen,  in  ^40.  that  said  Ellen  Wilson  will  well  and 
truly  bring  up  the  children  (William,  George,  Edward,  Jenet,  and 
Elizabeth  Wilson)  of  the  said  deceased. 

Another  bond  of  same  date  entered  into  by  Thomas  Wilson,  son 
of  deceased  in  ^40.,  to  execute  the  will  of  deceased. 


22.       Nuncupative  Will  of  John  Wilson, 
of  Leisgill,  parish  of  Heversham. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  April,  1663.  {Abstract)']. 
On  7  March  ....  [no  year  given]  Miles  Croft  and  Thomas  Kitchin 
testified  that  about  2  years  ago  the  said  John  Wilson  made  his 
nuncupative  will,  bequeathing  to  the  four  children  of  his  daughter 
Elizabeth  Backhouse  .  .  .  .s.  6d.  each.    \_Will  torn]. 
To  the  poor,  5s. 
To  Jane  Dickinson,  is. 
Residuary  legatee : — his  son,  Edward  Wilson,  because  he  is  decrepit 
and  maimed. 

Inventory  taken  10  March,  1662/3,  by  Thomas  Kitchin  and  Miles 
Croft.    £8.  5.  o. 

Bond  entered  into  24  April,  1663,  by  Edward  Wilson,  of  Leasgill, 
parish  of  Heversham,  co.  Westmoreland,  yeoman.  Miles  Croft  and 
Thomas  Kitchin,  of  the  same,  yeoman,  in  £^0.  that  the  said  Edward 
will  execute  the  will  of  his  said  father,  John  Wilson.    Signed  (mark). 
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23.       Thomas  Wilson.  1672/3. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1672]. 
Inventory  taken  20  January,  1672/3,  of  the  goods,  etc.  of  Thomas 
Wilson,  late  of  Leasgill,  deceased,  by  Walter  Showesmith,  Richard 
Burrow,  James  Hewatson,  John  Ederington.    £1.  16,  o. 

Bond  entered  into  30  January,  1672/3,  by  Elizabeth  Bacchus  and 
Richard  Bacchus,  both  of  Endmore,  parish  of  Heaversham,  yeoman, 
that  the  said  Elizabeth  Bacchus  should  administer  the  goods,  etc., 
of  Thomas  Wilson,  late  of  Leasegill,  her  late  brother,  deceased. 

24.       Will  of  Henry  Willson, 
of  Bearwhaitgreene,  parish  of  Heversham, 
dated: — 30  March,  1620. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  April,  1620.  [Abstract)']. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  Heversham  churchyard,  at  the  east  end  of 
the  church. 

I  bequeath  to  my  wife,  Alice,  all  her  widowes  estate.    To  my  son, 
Richard,  all  my  estate  after  her  death,  he  paying  my  daughter  Agnes, 
£6.  13.  4.  out  of  the  Hye  field  taken  of  Thomas  Willson. 
Executors: — my  wife,  Alice  and  daughter,  Agnes. 
Supervisors: — Mr.  Edward  Willson  and  my  brother,  Richard  Neall- 
son. 

Witnesses: — Richard  Neallson,  Thomas  Fawcette. 
Proved: — 20  April,  1620. 

Inventory  taken  6  April,  1620,  by  Thomas  Benson,  William 
Willson,  Thomas  Fawcett  and  George  Relphe.    ;^34.  12.  9. 

Owing  to  deceased  money  from  Giles  Parke,  Robert  Brigges,  Eliz. 
Backhouse  and  Richard  Nealson. 

Debts  owing  by  him  to  Dorothy  Wilson,  Richard  Nealson,  John 
Smith's  wife,  Mr.  John  Preston. 

Bond  entered  into  by  Alice  Wilson  the  relict,  Thomas  Fawcet  and 
William  Wilson  of  Beatwhett green,  in  100  marks. 

[obligation  wanting]. 

25.       Will  of  John  Wilson, 
of  Beartwhategreen,  parish  of  Heversham; 
dated: — 8  June,  1622. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  July,  1622.  [Abstract)]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  Heversham  parish  churchyard.    I  bequeath 
to  my  sister's  son,  Richard  Willson,  ^20.  and  to  his  brother,  Edward 
Willson,  ;^io. 

To  my  sister's  son,  James  Gayetshell,  ;^2o.  and  to  his  brother, 
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George  Gayetskell,  -£^0.,  to  be  paid  after  the  deaths  of  my  sister, 
Mabel  and  her  husband,  Thomas  Gayetskell. 

To  Richard  Waller,  who  married  my  brother's  daughter, 

To  my  brother's  son,  Richard  Willson,  12s. 
Executor: — my  brother-in-law,  William  Willson.* 
Supervisors: — Richard  Waller  and  George  Waller. 

Debts  owing  to  William  Gardner  of  Corkey,t  Edmund  Barbrone 
of  Cokeram,  Richard  Waller. 

Witnesses: — Myles  Stevenson,  William  Meason  and  Edward  Wilson. 
Inventory  dated  8  July,  1622,  by  Gervis  Sill  and  William  Willson, 
i?>-  o.  o. 

Debts  owing  by  John  Gardner,  William  Gardner  and  Thomas 
Baynes,  Richard  Sandes  the  elder,  Christopher  Keinge,  Richard 
Gardner  and  Jennett  Bounde,  Robert  Clarkson,  Thomas  Cooke, 
George  Poole  and  Thomas  Lambe,  George  Cawson,  Edmund  Corles, 
George  Cooke,  Isabel  Clarkeson,  Agnes  Clarkeson,  Henry  Clarkeson, 
Edward  Cooke,  Thomas  Browne,  Christopher  Clarkson,  William 
Gardner  of  Crokeye,  Edward  Barburne  of  Cokeram,  Richard  Waller, 
;^ioo.    13.  o. 

Sum  total  i^o^.    13.  o. 

Proved: — 20  July,  1622. 

No  bond  with  will  and  inventory,  although  marked  on  the  cover. 

26.       Will  of  Richard  Wilson, 
of  Beatli  wait  green,  co.  Westmoreland,  yeoman; 
dated: — 19  October,  1678. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  May,  1679.  (Abstract)']. 
I  bequeath  to  my  wife  Agnes,  all  my  messuages  and  lands  and  to 
my  sons,  Henry,  William  and  Thomas  Wilson  ^10.  each  and  to  my  son 
Richard  Wilson,  £y.  and  to  my  daughter  Ann  Wilson,  £10.  and  to  my 
grandchild,  Agnes  Wilson  20s.  and  to  my  grandchild  Isabel  Pearson, 
daughter  of  William  Pearson,  20s. 

Executors: — John  Tompson,  of  Helsington  and  Walter  Helme  of 
Beathwaite  Green. 

Signed : — [mark] . 
Witnesses :— Thomas  Benson,  John  Scotton. 

Inventory  taken  i  February,  1678,  (appraisers'  names  not  given) 

;^8.     18.  II. 

Bond  entered  into  7  May,  1679,  by  William  Wilson,  Thomas 

*  W.  W.  married  Annis  Wilson  [H.]  Dec.  1609.  Richard  fil.  William  was  bapt. 
Nov.  1616. 

t  Spelt  Crokey  below.    Probably  Crookey  in  Cockerham. 
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Willson  and  John  Thomson,  of  Kirkby  Kendall,  yeomen  that 
William  Wilson  will  truly  execute  the  will  of  the  said  deceased,  in 
£30. 

Signed : — William  Willson 

Thomas  Willson 

John  Tomson. 
On  foot  of  will: — Admon.  to  William,  son  of  deceased. 

27.       Will  of  William  Wilson, 
of  Watercrooke,  parish  of  Kirkby  Kendale, 
CO.  Westmoreland, 
dated: — 9  February,  171 8/9. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  21  Oct.,  1721]. 
I  bequeath  to  my  son,  Christopher  Wilson,  of  Watercrook,  all  my 
messuage  and  lands  at  Cinderbarrow  Fellside,  parish  of  Heversham, 
called  Heaves,  and  the  cottage  and  land  at  Beathwaite  Green. 

To  my  grandson  and  heir  at  law,  William  Wilson,  one  guinea. 
Residuary  legatee  and  executor: — my  son  Christophei. 
Signed: — mark. 

Witnesses : — Daniel  Thompson,  Christopher  Shaw,  Marma :  Lambert, 
N.P. 

Inventory  exhibited  21  October,  1721,  by  the  said  Christopher, 
son  and  executor.    £1^.  10.  o. 

Proved: — 21  October  1721,  by  said  Christopher  Wilson. 

28.       Will  of  Edward  Wilson, 
of  Leasgill,  psh.  of  Heversham, 
CO.  Westmoreland,  yeoman; 
dated:    11  January,  1 700/1. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendall  Deanery,  1700]. 
I  bequeath  all  my  messuages  and  lands  in  Hincaster,  bought  of 
Richard  Corntliwait,  to  my  eldest  daughter,  Anne,  and  her  heirs  for 
ever,  on  the  death  of  her  mother,  Agnes,  she  paying  her  youngest 
sister,  Elizabeth,  ;^2o. 

My  messuage  and  lands  at  Beathwaitgreen,  late  in  the  possession 
of  Walter  Helme,  my  father  in  law,  to  my  wife,  Agnes,  for  life,  and 
after  her  death  to  my  daughter  Mary. 

My  lands  in  Leasgill  to  my  youngest  daughter  Elizabeth,  at  her 
age  of  21. 

To  my  son  and  my  daughters  Anne  and  Mary,  20s. 
Signed:    Edward  Wilson. 
Witnesses: — James  Backhouse,  William  Milboum,  John  Crofte. 
Proved:    8  February,  1 700/1  by  Agnes  Wilson. 
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Inventory  taken  5  February,  1700/1  by  James  Backhouse,  Chris-  I 
topher  Wilson,  Gabriel  Croft  and  John  Skireing.    ;^i66.  17.  3.  f 

Bond  entered  into  8  February  1 700/1  in  ^300.  by  Agnes  Wilson,  of 
Leasgill  in  Heversham,  widow  and  James  Backhouse  of  Lyth  and  i 
John  Croft,  of  Heversham,  that  the  said  Agnes  Wilson  should 
educate  and  bring  up  William  and  Elizabeth  Wilson,  children  of 
deceased. 

Bond  of  even  date,  entered  into  by  same  in  ;^iooo.  that  Agnes 
Wilson  bring  in  the  will  of  deceased. 

29.       Will  of  Christopher  Wilson  of  Holeslack,  Helsington.  , 

3  June  10  Geo.  II  (1737).  \ 

To  my  eldest  son  Richard  of  Lanehead  in  Helsington  all  that  my 

messuage  etc.  situate  at  Sinderbarrow  Fellside  in  the  parish  of  * 
Heversham  commonly  known  as  the  Heaves  "  to  me  given  devised 

and  bequeathed  by  my  deceased  father  William  Wilson  by  his  last  '[ 
Will  and  Testament  bearing  date  on  or  about  9  Feb.  171 8,"  also  my 

3  freehold  closes  etc.  in  Heversham  ,  .  .  formerly  in  the  possession  \ 

of  Walter  Helme :  also  my  close  in  Levins  called  Highfield  bought  of  j 

Henry  Dawson :  also  my  freehold  moss  in  Brigsteer  called  Park  End  ! 

bought  by  me  of  William  Speight  ....  now  together  with  the  said  j 

Heaves  in  the  possession  of  my  assigns  and  farmers.  j 

To  my  daughter  Mary  CoUinson  wife  of  William  C.  of  Scarrhouse 

To  my  daughter  Ann  Jackson  wife  of  John  J.  of  Holeslack,  a  silver 
tankard,  etc. 

To  my  son  Thomas  Wilson  of  Natland,  Woolstapler,  ^400. 

To  my  daughter  Hannah  Wray  wife  of  Joseph  W.  husbandman, 

To  my  son  John  Wilson  London  Carrier,  ;^400. 
Sole  Exor. :    eldest  son  Richard. 
30  July,  1737.    Execution  granted  to  same. 
Inventory  includes 

moneys  found  after  decease  317.    11.  o. 

moneys  owing  '  accounted  solvent,'  837. 
Total  ;^i278.    15.  4. 

30.       Will  of  Richard  Wilson  of  Lane  Head,  Helsington 

31  May,  1743. 
.  .  "  my  dear  and  loving  wife  "  .  . 
To  my  eldest  son  Thomas  the  freehold  messuage  etc.  lying  at  Sinder- 
barrow Fellside  commonly  called  the  Heaves, 
he  paying  to  my  only  daughter  Elizabeth  ;^400.  at  21. 
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To  my  relation  Richard  Backhouse  of  Hincaster  and  my  brother-in- 
law  Robert  Philipson  of  the  Ashes  a  close  in  Levins  called  Cooks 
Close  ....  one  house  etc.  on  the  side  of  Beathwaite  Green  .  .  . 
one  close  in  Brigsteer  "  which  I  purchased  of  my  brother-in-law 
John  Jackson  "  upon  trust  to  sell  the  property  in  the  interest 
of  my  second  son  Walter  under  age. 

To  my  3rd  son  William  \^'ilson  the  Brigsteer  freehold  called  Park 
End. 

To  my  4th  and  youngest  son  Richard  Wilson  the  freehold  messuage 
etc.  called  Lane  Head  where  I  now  dwell. 

Exors.  and  residuary  legatees:    sons  Thomas  and  Walter. 
20  June  1743.    Exors  sworn  accordingly. 

Inventory    /350.  6.  8. 

31.       Will  of  Thomas  Wilson  of  Natland,  Hosier,  22  Dec,  1756. 

Messuages  lands  etc.  in  Kendal,  Helsington,  Beathwaite  Green, 
Hincaster  and  Natland  to  eldest  son  Christopher,  his  heirs,  etc. 
— subject  to  payment  of  a  Rent-charge  to  brother-in-law 
Robert  Philipson  and  Ann  his  wife  and  the  survivor  of  them. 

To  wife  Ellenor  annuity  of  ^24.  To  sons  William  and  Seth  each 
£600. ;  to  son  Walter  ;^5oo. ;  to  daughter  Isabel  ;^4oo. — at  age  of 
22 — with  addition  of  ;£ioo.  each  to  William,  Seth  and  Walter  4 
years  after  his  death;  another  ^100.  to  the  same  and  to  Isabel 
7  years  after  his  death;  and  a  further  ;^ioo.  each  one  year  after 
the  Rent-charge  expires. 

Probate  16  May,  1757,  Christopher  Wilson  sworn  as  Exor. 

32.       Will  of  Henry  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  in  Kendall ; 
dated:    4  March,  1580/1. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1581]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  Kendall  parish  church. 
I  bequeath  to  my  wife  Elizabeth,  her  widowright  in  the  tenement 
of  the  Hart  Head,  where  I  now  dwell,  and  after  her  death,  the  same 
to  my  son,  Robert. 

To  my  son,  Gilbert  Wilson,  my  tenement  beneath  che  gate,  called 
the  Hie  gate,  and  one  acre  of  ground  leasehold  held  of  Mr.  Lancaster, 
and  £16.  13.  4d. 

To  my  daughter,  Elizabeth,  £16.  13.  4. 

To  my  son  William,  £1^.  6.  8. 

To  my  daughter's  child,  Margaret  Padgett,  20s, 

To  my  son  Robert,  my  moss  and  peat  at  Brigsteare. 
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Residuary  legatees  and  executors:    my  wife  Elizabeth  and  son 
Robert. 

Supervisors: — Robert  Bindloss  Esq.  and  Mr.  Miles  Phillipson. 
Witnesses: — Edward  Collinson,  Thomas  Crosse. 

Inventory  taken  27  April,  1581,  by  Thomas  Crose,  Peter  Cowper 
the  elder,  Robert  Cayrus  and  Thomas  Burton.    ^77.  6.  2. 
[furniture] . 

Debts  owing  him  by  John  Ayrey,  Christopher  Danson,  John 
Sadler,  Edward  Collinson's  wife,  the  younger,  Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  Laton, 
Ewan  Benson,  Reynold  Browne. 

Proved: — i  June,  1581. 

33.       Will  of  Henry  Willson, 
of  Kirkebarrow  near  Kirkby  in  Kendall, 
CO.  Westmoreland,  gent.:* 
dated:    16  October,  1607. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1609]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  my  parish  Church, 

Concerning  my  lands  and  tenements  in  Kirkby  Kendall,  Sparrowe- 
mire  or  elsewhere  in  co.  Westmoreland,  I  confirm  the  conveyance 
made  on  the  marriage  of  my  eldest  son  Robert,  bearing  date  1 1  June, 
43  Eliz. 

I  bequeath  to  my  grandchild,  Ralph  Wilson,  son  of  my  late  son, 
Thomas,  my  land  in  Westbargholte,  co.  Essex,  in  tail  male,  with 
contingent  remainders,  in  default  of  such  issue,  to  my  eldest  son, 
Robert  and  his  issue,  my  grandchild,  Elizabeth  Willson,  sister  of 
Ralph,  her  issue,  the  children  of  my  brother  in  law  Edward  Potter  by 
my  later  sister  Alice,  deceased,  to  my  next  kin  of  the  name  of  Wilson. 

To  my  daughter  in  law,  Robert's  wife,  a  long  table  cloth. 

To  my  grandchild,  Ralph  Wilson,  ;^3o.  at  his  age  of  21. 

All  else  to  be  divided  among  my  wife  Anne,  my  said  son  and 
grandchildren  except  legacies  to  poor  of  Kendall  and  Strammongate, 
and  to  my  godson,  son  of  Allan  Wilson,  of  Strickland,  los. 
Executors: — my  said  son  Robert,  grandson  Ralph  and  brother  in  law, 

Mr.  Edward  Potter. 
Supervisors: — my  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Brian  Garnet,  my  cousins, 

Mr.  Edward  Wilkinson  and  Allan  Willson  of  Strickland. 
Witnesses: — Brian  Garnett,  Edward  Wilkinson  and  Willm.  Janson. 

Proved: — 22  April,  1609,  by  Robert  Wilson. 


*  In  the  Calendar  there  is  a  note  "  the  first  Alderman  that  eu^  was  in  Kendall.'' 
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34.       Will  of  Edward  Wilson, 
(bro.  of  Gilbert  W.  of  Staveley), 
of  Kendal; 
dated: —  .  .  .  [M.S.  torn],  August,  1593. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1593]. 
I  bequeath  to  my  wife  all  my  houses  and  lands,  and  on  her  marriage 
or  death,  the  same  to  my  son  Richard,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever  and  my 
peat  moss  in  Briggesteare,  he  paying  his  brother,  Thomas  £2.0.  and 
his  brother  Gilbert,  ^20,  his  sister  Agnes  ;^io.  and  his  sister,  Elizabeth. 

Residuary  legatees: — my  children. 
Executrix: — my  wife  Jennet. 

Supervisors: — Allan  and  Arthur  Wilson,  Anthony  Herrison,  George 
Mowson. 

Witnesses: — Peter  Mowson,  John  Pykaring. 

Inventory  taken  13  September,  1593,  by  Simon  Swaynson,  Edward 
Smythe,  Adam  Leek  and  Peter  Archer.    ;^i25.  19.  2. 

Proved: — 4  October,  1593. 

35.       Will  of  Alan  Wilson, 
of  Strickland  Roger,  parish  of  Kendal, 
CO.  Westmoreland,  gent. ; 
dated: — 21  October,  161 3. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1614]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  in  the  "  high  ally  "  in  Kendal  Church,  near 
the  pulpit,  where  my  father  and  mother  were  buried. 

I  bequeath  the  tenement  v/here  I  now  dwell  to  my  wife  Katherine, 
the  same  having  been  my  late  father's,  for  life,  she  to  be  good  to  my 
younger  children  and  after  her  death,  I  give  the  same  and  my  lands  in 
COS.  Stafford  and  Worcester  to  my  eldest  son,  Thomas  in  tail  male^ 
w^ith  contingent  remainders,  in  default  of  such  issue,  to  my  2nd  son,. 
William  my  3rd  son  Henry,  in  tail  male,  to  my  right  heirs. 

To  my  son  Thomas,  the  tenement  in  Strickland  Roger  I  bought  of 
my  brother-in-law,  Anthony  Silverwood. 

To  my  younger  children,  Henry,  Margery,  Katherine,  Dorothy 
and  Agnes,  ;^2oo.  among  them. 
To  my  sister  Dewhurst,  los. 
To  my  sister  Bethome,  5s. 
To  my  daughter,  Benson,  los. 
To  my  daughter  Stainbanke,  los. 

To  my  grandchildren,  Thomas  and  George  Benson,  lambs. 
Executors: — my  sons,  Thomas  and  William. 
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Supervisors : — my  brother  in  law,  Richard  Rigge,  Esqr.  and  my  son- 
in-law,  Randall  Benson,  gent. 
Witnesses: — George  Braban,  Henry  Jackson,  Robert  Crosfield. 

Inventory  taken  3  November,  161 3,  by  George  Braban,  Robt. 
•Crosfield,  Henry  Jackson  and  William  Batman.    £14^9-  18.  6. 

Bond  entered  into  11  September,  161 9,  by  Katherine  Wilson, 
relict  of  deceased  and  Henry  Wilson,  of  said  county,  merchant  in 
£80.  [condition  wanting]. 

Proved: — 16  April,  1614,  by  Thomas  Wilson,  son  of  deceased. 

36.       Will  of  Henry  Wilson, 
of  Kendall, 
dated: — 24  August,  1592. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1592]. 

I  desire  to  be  buried  in  Kendal  parish  church  and  give  to  repair  of 
said  church,  los. 

I  bequeath  to  my  son  John,  my  title  to  the  close  called  Beakoke 
in  the  Hye  Gate,  where  I  now  dwell,  my  wife  having  the  third  part 
ior  life ;  if  John  die  without  issue,  the  same  to  my  son,  Robert,  and  if 
lie  die  without  issue,  to  my  youngest  son,  Edward. 

To  my  son,  Robert,  my  burgage  in  Strickland  Gate,  where  Edward 
Bethome  and  Robert  Lickbarrow  now  dwell. 

Whereas  my  nephew,  Thomas  Wilson  of  Furness,  has  in  his 
custody  40  marks  of  mine  I  bequeath  the  same  to  my  son  Robert, 
now  his  servant  and  20  marks  more. 

To  the  children  of  my  brother,  James  Wilson,  46s.  8d. 

To  Mr.  Alderman  and  his  brethren  towards  building  the  common 
hall  in  the  Market  place,  20s. 

To  Margaret,  daughter  of  my  uncle,  Robert  Wilson,  3s.  4d. 

To  Richard  Mecklow,  son  of  Thomas,  a  doublet  and  the  like  to 
William  Browne,  my  apprentice  and  to  Gather  Bethome's  wife,  I2d. 

To  the  poor  of  the  town,  20s. 
Executor: — my  son,  John  Wilson. 

Supervisors: — my  brother,  James  Wilson,  John  Armer  and  Chris- 
topher Eskrigge. 
Witnesses: — Edmond  Hunte,  Robert  Lyckbarrow. 

Inventory  taken  5  September,  1592,  by  Roland  Hyton,  Francis 
Gybson,  William  Foxe  and  Henry  Sudgener. 

[Mention  of  shear  boards,  "  peresheares  "  and  work  toils  at  shop]. 

^290.  7.  o.    Debts  owing  by  Thomas  and  James  Wilson. 

Proved:    13  Sept.,  1592,  by  John  Brown  [sic]  executor. 
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37.       Will  of  Thomas  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  in  Kendal,  butcher, 
dated: — 13  September,  1580. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  23  Sept.,  1580]. 
I  desire  to  be  buried  as  near  my  wife,  deceased,  as  may  be. 
I  bequeath  to  my  brother,  James  Wilson,  the  burgage  house 
wherein  I  now  dwell,  my  two  shops  next  the  hall  door  lying  over  the 
street  side. 

To  Edward,  son  of  said  James,  the  house  wherein  Thomas  Master 
now  dwells  and  my  shop  at  Wm.  Foxe's  door. 

To  my  brother  Harry  Wilson's  son  John,  my  house  which  was 
Robt.  Sadler. 

To  Edward  Wilson,  my  brother  James's  son  a  croft  and  garth. 

To  either  of  my  brother  James's  daughters,  £10.  each. 

If  Edward,  last  named,  dies  then  the  legacies  to  him  bequeathed 
to  his  brother  Thomas. 

To  my  brother  Harry's  children,  Robert  and  Edward,        6.  8. 
each  and  to  Margaret  their  sister  40s. 
[Will  torn  in  2  halves — ?  something  missing]. 

To  Ann  Kilner,  los.  and  to  John  Browne's  children,  of  Strykland 
Gate,  3s.  4d. 

To  my  aunt,  Nicholas  Gilpin's  wife,  20s. 

Legacies  to  householders  in  Kendal,  the  corporation,  the  freeschool 
and  every  chapel  in  Kendal  parish. 

To  the  building  of  the  new  bridge  at  Lane  sid  3s.  4d. 

I  will  there  be  a  bridge  built  at  Far  end  of  Mosell  Mower  and  give 
for  the  same,  los. 

To  Jenett  Crudson  13s.  4d.,  to  her  son,  6s.  8d.  and  her  daughter 
2os.;  to  the  child  of  Nicholas  Kilner  3s.  4d.  and  to  every  child  of 
W^illiam  Sporzer,  3s.  4d. ;  to  Harry  Sudgener's  children,  3s.  4d.,  and 
their  mother  3s.  4d.;  to  Sybil  Cayrus,  3s.  4d.,  to  Edward  Barwyke's 
children,  6s.  8d.  each;  to  Alice  Barwyk,  Nicholas  Barwick's  daughter, 
40s.  and  to  Ewan,  her  brother,  40s.  and  to  their  sister,  Margaret 
Barwyke,  who  dwells  with  me,  ^6.  13.  4. 

To  Thomas  Burrowe,  20s.  and  to  his  children,  6s.  8d.  each. 

To  mending  the  highway  the  Cassey  between  Brathwhat  Grene  and 
Greand  W^ood,  los. 

To  a  wench  of  Maynges,  to  whom  I  am  godfather,  6s.  8d. 

To  the  poor  of  Medlome  town,  3s.  4d. 

To  the  poor  of  Askrigge  town,  3s.  4d. 

To  my  man,  Robert  Makarthe,  40s. 

To  Robert  Cayrus,  his  wife  and  Rich.  Cayrus,  6s.  8d.  each. 
Executors: — my  brother  James  Wilson  and  Thomas,  his  son. 
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Supervisors: — my  brother  Harry  and  Thomas  Potter  and  John 
Armer. 

Witnesses: — Wm.  Wilson,  John  Browne. 
To  Robert  Hon  gill's  wife,  los. 

Inventory  dated  19  September,  1580,  taken  by  Wm.  Swaynson, 
Anthony  Hodgson,  Thomas  Maister,  Adam  Jeninges  and  Nicholas 
Adson.    ;^io3.  o.  o. 

Debts  owing  by  Allan  Wilson,  Alan  Wilson  the  elder  and  others. 

Proved: — 23  September,  1580. 

38.       Will  of  James  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  in  Kendall,  co  Westmoreland,  yeoman  ; 

dated:    11  May,  42  Elizabeth  [1600]. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  8  July,  1600]. 
I  desired  to  be  buried  in  my  parish  church  of  Kendal. 
I  bequeath  to  my  wife,  Agnes,  for  life,  my  messuages,  burgage- 
houses  and  tenements  and  lands  within  the  barony  of  Kendal  and 
after  her  death,  I  bequeath  to  my  eldest  son,  Thomas,  4  closes  of  land 
at  the  Leythyeat,  Kendal,  all  my  estate  in  my  bam  at  Lath  at 
Fameybanks,  to  my  second  son,  Edward,  my  three  messuages  in 
Allhallows  Lane,  Kendal,  lately  bought  of  Robert  Bindloss,  over  and 
above  what  was  bequeathed  to  said  Edward  by  Thomas  Wilson,  his 
uncle,  my  brother.    To  my  3rd  son,  Robert,  my  burgage-house  where 
I  now  dwell,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Newbiggin,*  Kendal  town,  and  a 
barn  on  Felside,  on  the  west  of  Kendal,  and  my  close  called  Chappie 
Close. 

To  my  son  Thomas,  ;^io.  and  a  silver  pot,  which  was  his  uncle's, 
Thomas  Wilson. 

I  desire  my  son  Thomas,  to  execute  the  will  of  John  Armor,  f 
whereof  I  was  made  executor. 

To  Ann,  wife  of  my  son,  Thomas,       6.  8. 

To  my  son  Thomas'  own  children,  6.  8.  and  to  his  wife's  children 
20S.  each. 

To  my  son-in-law,  Christopher  Eskrigg,       6.  8.  and  to  his  wife, 
my  daughter,  Elizabeth,  ;^2o. 
To  my  son,  Edward,  ;^2o. 

Small  legacies  to  John  Capper,  Mabel  Bell,  my  brother  Henry 
Wilson's  children,  Kendal  parish  church  repairs,  Henry  Longfellow 
and  his  wife,  Robert  Green,  James  Fisher,  George  Benson  and  his 
mother,  Margaret  Benson,  John  son  of  Henry  Sudgener,  Edward 
Collinson. 
*  In  rlighgate. 

t  John  Armer  died  1597/8  while  chief  magistrate  of  Kendal  for  the  2nd  time. 
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To  the  poor  of  Kendal,  30s. 

To  my  wife  Agnes,  my  best  silver-gilt  cup. 
Residuary  legatees: — my  five  youngest  children,  Edward,  Robert, 

Jane,  Dorothy  and  Agnes  (under  21). 
Executors : — My  sons  Thomas  and  Robert  and  my  wife  Agnes. 
Super\-isors : — Edward  Wilkinson,  Robert  Wilkinson,  Christopher 

Eslvrigg  and  John  Wilkinson. 
Witnesses : — Edward  Wilkinson,  Robert  Wilson,  William  Janson. 

Inventory  taken  19  May,  1600,  by  William  Jenkinson,  Robert 
Wilson,  Steven  Judson  and  Robert  Gordone.    £18^.    5.  2. 

"  A  note  of  such  debts  as  were  owing  to  my  father  the  day  of  his 
death."  [A  long  list  2^  long  pages  (no  Wilson  named).  Summa 
totalis  ;^6oi.    4.  I. 

Proved: — 8  July,  1600. 

39.       George  Wilson,  1635. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  i635[. 

Inventory  of  the  goods,  etc.  of  Mr.  George  Wilson,  late  of  Kendal 
taken  2  November,  1635,  by  Mr.  James  Dixon,  Mr.  Anthony  Knipe, 
Robert  Harrison,  Richard  Castley.    ^35.  3.  i^. 

Margaret,  relict  of  deceased,  exhibited  same  27  February,  1635/6. 

Bond  entered  into  27  February,  1635/6,  by  Margaret  Wilson, 
widow,  relict  of  George  Wilson,  late  of  Kendall,  co.  Wetmoreland, 
gent.,  James  Dixon  of  Kendall,  gent,  and  Robert  Harrison,  of 
Preston  Richard,  co.  Westmoreland,  gent.,  £80.  that  the  said  Mar- 
garet Wilson  will  administer  the  goods,  etc.  of  said  deceased. 

Signed:— (MarA). 

40.       William  Wilson,  1644/5. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  11  Feb.  1644/5]. 

Inventory  of  the  goods  of  William  Wilson,  late  of  Blackball,  in 
Kendall,  co.  Westmoreland,  deceased,  taken  17  December,  1644,  by 
Mr.  Hugh  Forth,  John  Towers,  William  Mitchell  and  Thomas 
Collinson,  of  Kendall.    ;^8o.  11.  4. 

Bond  entered  into  (no  date)  by  Stephen  Troughton,  of  Kendall,  co. 
Westmoreland,  labourer,  Rowland  Dawson,  of  the  same,  gent., 
Robert  Stephenson  of  Skelsmergh,  yeoman  [obligation  not  filled  in]. 

Delivered  by  Stephen  Troughton  11  February,  1644/5. 

41.       George  Wilson,  1703. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1703]. 
Bond  entered  into  17  November,  1703,  by  Roger  Wilson,  of 
Newcastle,  gent.,  and  Edward  Gibbon,  of  Old  Hutton,  yeoman  and 
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Thomas  Capstack,  of  Kirkby  Kendall,  haberdasher,  in  ;^2oo.,  that  the 
said  Roger  Wilson,  son  of  George  Wilson,  late  of  Kirkby  Kendall, 
deceased,  will  well  and  truly  administer  the  goods,  etc.  of  the  said 
deceased. 

Signed: — R.  Wilson. 

42.       Will  of  George  Wilson  of  Symmonds  Inn  co.  Middlesex, 

gent.,  dated  —  April,  17 16. 
Somerset  House.    Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury.    213.  Buck- 
ingham. 

I  bequeath  to  my  nephew  George  Wilson,  jun.  all  my  lands, 
tenements  etc.;  also  all  my  personal  estate  and  make  him  my  sole 
executor. 

My  said  nephew  George  Wilson,  junr.  is  to  pay  loli.  yearly  to  my 
sister  Watson  until  a  year  after  my  nephew  Hugh  Watson  her  son 
shall  have  served  out  his  present  clerkship.  He  shall  also  pay  to  his 
six  youngest  brothers  and  sisters*  81i.  per  annum  apiece  until  they 
severally  attain  their  ages  of  16  and  then  they  are  to  be  entitled  to 
4oli.  apiece  whereout  the  several  charges  of  placing  them  out  are  to  be 
deducted. 

I  give  legacies  of  5  guineas  apiece  to  my  said  nephew  Hugh  Watson 
and  his  sister*  and  to  my  nieces  Mehet^.  and  Jane  Wilson. 

I  do  hereby  release  my  elder  brother  Mr.  Roger  Wilson  from  all  the 
debts  he  owes  me  except  such  sums  as  have  been  invested  in  the 
house  stock  household  and  other  goods  in  Southwark,  which  he  now 
possesseth  as  my  agent  and  in  my  name  and  for  my  use. 

The  lease  of  the  said  house,  stock  goods,  debts,  and  liquors  sold  or 
to  be  sold;  the  same  shall  belong  entirely  to  my  said  executor,  but 
I  recommend  him  to  permit  the  said  Roger  Wilson,  who  is  his  father, 
to  dwell  in  the  said  house  and  carry  on  the  present  trade  upon  such 
terms  as  my  said  Executor  shall  think  fit.  I  desire  such  terms  be 
reduced  to  writing  and  that  care  be  taken  therein  to  continue  the 
Mother  in  law  of  my  said  Exucutor  in  such  manner  and  at  such 
distance  from  the  said  House  as  she  shall  be  at  the  time  of  my 
decease. 

I  give  rings  of  the  value  of  a  guinea  apiece  to  my  sister  Watson  and 
to  my  four  brothers  Roger,  William,  Thomas  and  Richard  and  the 
like  to  my  brother  Rigg  and  my  sister  Mary  his  wife ;  to  the  relict  of 
my  brother  Henry  and  to  such  of  my  five  aunts  as  shall  survive  me 
and  the  like  to  my  old  friends  Mr.  John  Cotton  and  his  lady  my  Cos. 
William  Knipe,  Esq.,  Mr.  Roger  Matpen,  Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Jacob 
Dawson. 

*  See  n.  10  ist  Codicil  to  next  Will  [43]. 
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I  desire  to  be  carried  down  to  Kendall  Church  (at  as  moderate  a 
charge  as  may  be)  to  have  a  good  grave  stone  laid  over  me. 

I  hereby  revoke  my  former  will  made  about  1712  (September). 
Signed: — Geo.  Wilson. 
No  signatures  of  witnesses. 

28  October  1721  validity  of  the  above  will  attested  by  Henry  Shafto 
of  Symmonds  Inn,  gent.,  and  Robert  Hartley  of  the  same  place, 
gent.,  clerks  of  the  said  testator. 

Proved: — 3  November,  1721,  by  the  exor.  named. 

43.       Will  of  William  Wilson  of  Kirkland  near  Kirkby  in  Kendal, 

CO  Westmoreland,  tanner,  dated  i6th  April,  1746. 
[(Somerset  House).    Archdeaconry  Court   of  Richmond — Kendal 
Deanery.    Will  filed  19  March,  1747]. 

I  give  to  my  nephew  Mr.  George  Wilson  of  Simonds  Inn,  London 
my  close  of  Freehold  land  called  Heurins  Hill  otherwise  Herrin  Hill 
in  Kendal  Parks  being  6|  acres  of  the  yearly  free  rent  of  24s.  payable 
to  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  baronet,  also  my  two  little  closes  of  freehold 
land  called  Little  Lounds  being  2^  acres  of  the  yearly  free  rent  of 
los.  9d.  payable  to  Sir  Thomas  Frankland. 

To  my  said  nephew  Mr.  George  Wilson  5oli. 

To  my  nephew  Mr.  Hugh  Watson  of  the  Temple,  London,  my  field 
in  Nethergraveship  called  Long  Close  containing  3  acres  and  i  rood 
being  of  the  Marquess  fee  and  of  the  yearly  fineable  rent  of  is.  8d. 
payable  to  the  Lord  Viscount  Lonsdale. 

To  my  said  nephew  Mr.  Hugh  Watson  24011. 

To  my  nephew  John  Yeats  of  Kirkland,  tanner,  the  dwelling 
house  wherein  I  now  dwell  the  same  being  copyhold  with  i  rood  of 
land  in  the  little  Roods,  and  which  I  have  surrendered  to  two  copy- 
holders for  the  use  of  my  last  will  paying  to  the  Earl  of  Berkshire  the 
yearly  rent  of  3s.  6d. 

To  my  said  nephew  John  Yeats  the  yearly  rent  of  8s.  out  of  the  now 
dwelling  House  of  Mr.  George  Waller  of  Kirkland  and  also  the  yearly 
free  rent  of  4s.  out  of  the  Poor  House  in  Kirkland  adjoyning  the 
Bellhouse,  the  said  John  Yeats  paying  i5oli.  for  the  payment  of  my 
funeral  expenses  etc. 

To  the  said  John  Yeats  2  roods  of  land  in  the  Little  Roods  in  the 
lands  of  the  said  Earl  and  Countess  of  Berkshire  also  the  yearly  free 
rent  of  is.  4d. 

To  the  said  John  Yeats  2ili.,  he  paying  to  my  aunt  Alice  Jefferson 
of  Kirkland  2s.  weekly  on  every  Saturday  morning  for  4  years. 

To  Anthony  and  William  Yeats  sons  of  my  said  nephew  John 
Yeats  each  5li. 
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To  George  Wilson,  son  of  my  said  Nephew  Mr.  George  Wilson  of 
Simond's  Inn,  London  loli. 

To  Mary  Wilson,  daughter  of  my  said  nephew  Mr.  George  Wilson 
2oli. 

To  my  nephew  Jonathan  Smart  of  the  Temple  London,  loli. 
To  my  sister  Mrs.  Mary  Rigg  of  East  Smithfield,  London  looli. 
To  her  son  John  Rigg  loli. 

To  Jane  Wilson  of  London  daughter  of  my  brother  Roger  Wilson, 
late  of  London  3oli. 

To  my  sister  Mary  Wilson  of  Milnflatt  2oli. 

To  her  daughter  Jane  Wilson  i5oli. 

To  Frances  Drinkell  wife  of  Francis  Drinkell  i5oli. 

To  my  god-daughter  Elizabeth  Drinkell,  daughter  of  the  said 
Frances  Drinkell  loli. 

To  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Daniel  Ford  and  daughter  of  my  sister  Ann 
Wilson  of  Blackball  2oli. 

To  my  nephew  Allan  Wilson,  tanner  in  Bolton  5oli. 

To  his  brother,  my  nephew  Middleton  Wilson  late  of  Kirkland 
Tanner  5oli. 

To  my  nephew  John  Wilson  of  Milnfiatts  300  li.,  he  paying  thereout 
to  my  brother  Thomas  Wilson  yli.  yearly,  and  my  said  brother 
Thomas  shall  not  insist  on  any  other  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  annuity  than  my  said  nephew  John  and  his  father  Richard 
Wilson  and  the  annuity  to  be  paid  at  the  dwelling  house  of  John 
Yeats  in  Kirkland. 

To  my  nephew  Francis  Drinkell  4oli.  he  paying  thereout  to  my 
sister  Ann  Wilson  of  Black  hall  and  to  Elizabeth  her  granddaughter 
and  the  survivor  of  them  los.,  the  ist  day  of  every  month  during  the 
1st  seven  years  next  after  my  decease  to  be  paid  at  Kendal  aforesaid 
with  remainder  to  the  said  Francis  Drinkell. 

To  my  sister  Ann  Wilson  loli.  and  to  my  cousin  Alice  Greenhood  or 
Greenwood  near  Hoppton  Bridge  in  Yorkshire  loli. 

To  my  sister  Elizabeth  Wilson  5li.  and  to  my  said  brother  Thomas 
Wilson,  the  further  sum  of  2oli. 

To  my  cousin  Elizabeth  Knipe  of  Broughton  5li. 

To  my  cousin  Mrs.  Jane  Lancaster,  widow  loli. 

To  Phoebe  Wharton  of  Kirkland  5li. 

To  Elizabeth  wife  of  Mark  Burn  of  Kirkland  5li. 

To  Anthony  Gandy  of  Kirkland  aforesaid  loli  and  to  his  drunken 
brother  William  Gandy  10  s. 

To  Elizabeth  wife  of  John  Turner  patton  maker  in  Lancaster  loli. 

To  my  niece  Mehitabell  Lilly  2oli. 

To  Elizabeth  and  Jane  MugguU  5li. 
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To  my  nephew  James  Braithwaite  hosier  loli. 
To  each  of  my  executors  5H. 

To  my  niece  Ehzabeth  Croft  of  Northallerton  5li. 
To  my  cousin  Agnes  Kilner  of  Kendal  2li.  los. 
To  Mary  Busher  of  Kirkland  2li.  los. 
To  my  cousin  Emma  Fell  of  Kirkland  loli. 

To  the  INlayor,  recorder,  two  senior  aldermen  of  the  town  of  Kirkby 
in  Kendal  aforesaid  and  schoolmaster  of  Kendal  School  for  the  time 
being  3oli.,  in  trust  to  pay  to  the  Revd.  M.  Thomas  Symonds  and  his 
successors  the  vicars  of  Kirkby  in  Kendal  for  the  discharge  of  the 
first  fruits  of  the  said  parish  church  in  like  manner  as  the  6oli.  legacy 
left  by  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  William  Crosby  to  the  vicar  of  Kendal 
[fuller  details  given]. 

To  the  poor  of  Kirkland  61i. 
Exors : — John  Yeats  of  Kirkland. 

Mr.  William  Mackreth  of  Kirkland,  tanner. 
M}^  nephew  Francis  Drinkell  of  Kendal,  hosier. 
Hugh  Holme  of  Kendal  attorney  at  law 
to  whom  I  give  all  that  Burgage  House  in  the  Butcher  Rows  in 
Kendal  wherein  Henry  Crosby  innholder  now  dwells  also  the 
two  shops  and  stable  belonging  to  the  said  Burgage.  The 
House  great  shop  and  stable  being  held  of  Sir  Thomas  Frankland 
baronet  and  of  the  yearly  rent  of  12s.  and  the  little  shop  of  the 
yearly  rent  of  8s.  payable  to  Gilpen  Dale  in  trust  to  sell  the 
same  for  the  payment  of  my  debts  funeral  expenses  and  legacies 
Should  there  be  any  overplus  I  give  the  same  to  my  nephews 
Allan  Wilson  tanner  in  Bolton  and  his  brother  Middleton  Wilson 
equally  between  them  My  wearing  apparel  I  give  to  my  two 
brothers  Thomas  and  Richard  Wilson  and  my  nephew  John 
Wilson  son  of  my  brother  Richard. 
Signed  Wm.  Wilson. 

Witnesses:    Thos.    Simpson,    Richd.    Crackenthorp,  Regd. 
Dennison. 

Codicil  I. 

Codicil  of  William  Wilson  of  Kirkland,  near  Kirby  in  Kendal,  co. 
Westmorland,  tanner,  dated  17th  February,  1746/7  revoking  the 
bequest  of  3oli.  to  the  Mayor,  Recorder  and  aldermen  of  Kirkby  and 
to  the  schoolmaster  of  Kendal  School,  the  sum  of  3oli.  having  already 
been  paid  to  Mr.  Thomas  Symonds  the  present  Vicar  of  Kirkby  in 
Kendal. 

I  hereby  revoke  my  bequest  of  2oli.  to  my  sister  Mary  Wilson  of 
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Millflatt.  I  also  revoke  my  bequest  of  loli.  to  my  nephew  Hugh 
Smart*  of  the  Temple,  London. 

I  also  revoke  my  bequest  to  my  nephew  Middleton  Wilson  and  in 
lieu  thereof  I  give  him  all  that  my  burgage  house  situate  in  the 
Butchers  Rows  in  Kendal  in  Stricklandgate  known  by  the  name  of 
Fountain  Head  together  with  the  two  Butcher's  Shops  and  Stable  and 
its  appurtenances;  also  the  sum  of  2oli. 

Whereas  my  nephew  Allan  Bateman  Wilson  is  indebted  to  me  in 
two  bonds  of  5oli.  and  4li.  4s.  the  said  sums  shall  be  deducted  by  my 
exors.  out  of  his  legacies. 

Whereas  the  said  Allan  Bateman  Wilson  is  indebted  to  my  nephew 
John  Yeats  for  2oli.  lent  him  at  my  bequest  the  said  2oli.  and  interest 
shall  be  paid  by  my  executors  to  the  said  John  Yeats  out  of  the 
overplus  money  bequeathed  to  the  said  Allan  Bateman  Wilson  in  my 
will. 

I  give  to  my  said  nephews  Allan  Bateman  Wilson  and  Middleton 
Wilson  all  my  wearing  apparell. 
Signed:    Wm.  Wilson. 

Wits:    Thos.  Simpson,  Richd.  Crackenthorp,  Regd.  Dennison. 

Second  codicil  dated  16  November,  1747  stating  that  the  share  of 
my  said  nephew  Allan  Wilson  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  i3oli. 
including  all  other  legacies  given  by  me  to  him.  Any  overplus  shall 
be  divided  between  the  said  Midleton  Wilson  and  his  mother  Ann 
Wilson. 

I  give  to  my  said  nephew  Midleton  Wilson  my  household  goods 
Brewslead  and  Grates  at  the  sign  of  the  Fountain  in  Kendal. 
Signed:    W.  Wilson. 

Witnesses: — George  Fell,  Richd.  Crackenthorp,  Robert  Wharton. 
Bond,  for  £2000.  dated  19th  March,  1747/8  by  John  Yeats  of 
Kirkland,  co.  Westmorland,  tanner,  William  Mackreth,  tanner, 
Francis  Drinkell,  esquire,  hosier  and  Hugh  Holme  gentleman  all  of 
Kirkby  in  Kendale  for  the  execution  of  the  will  of  the  late  William 
Wilson  late  of  Kirkland  near  Kirkby  in  Kendale  aforesaid  tanner 
with  two  codicils  annexed. 
Signed:   John  Yeats 

Wm.  Mackreth 

Frans.  Drinkel 

Hu.  Holme. 

*  Mistake  for  Jonathan  Smart  [see  the  bequest  in  the  Will],  the  testator  having 
momentarily  confused  two  nephews  at  the  Temple.  It  seems  probable  from  this 
and  from  the  previous  Will  [42]  that  the  mother  of  Hugh  Watson  and  his  sister  was 
married  a  second  time,  so  that  the  two  nephews  in  question  were  half-brothers. 
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Witnesses:   Thomas  Symonds 
Ja.  Holmes. 

Kendal  19th  March,  1747,  appeared  before  me  Thomas  Symonds, 
surrogate,  the  executors  named  in  the  will  and  were  sworn  to  execute 
and  perform  the  will  and  two  codicils. 

44.  Will  of  George  Wilson  of  Symond's  Inn,  gent,    dated  6  Aug, 

1748,  proved  [P.C.C.]  5  Jan.,  1750/1. 

I  George  Wilson  of  S5^monds  Inn  Gentleman  

To  daughters  Sarah  Wilson  and  Mary  Wilson  jewelry  and  plate. 

To  son  George  all  interest  in  Chambers  in  Symonds  Inn  "  which 
I  hold  under  my  good  friend  Robert  Holford,  esq.,"  watch  and  chain, 
plate,  etc. 

To  son  Robert  pieces  of  plate. 

They  are  to  share  equally  the  residue  of  household  goods,  and  to 
dwell  together  so  long  as  may  be. 

Small  sums  in  South  Sea  Annuities  belonging  to  the  children  are  to 
be  transferred  to  them  by  Trustees. 

Lands  etc.  inherited  from  '  my  late  uncle  Mr.  William  Wilson 
deceased  '  to  be  sold  and  proceeds  invested  in  South  Sea  Annuities. 

Special  legacy  of  100  guineas  in  South  Sea  Annuities  to  daughter 
Sarah  in  "  gratitude  for  the  great  affection  she  showed  to  me  at  the 
time  my  house  was  in  flames," 

To  my  sister  Mehitable  Lely  annuity  of  ^15.  for  separate  and  proper 
use. 

To  my  sister  Jane  Wilson  do.  do. 

Residue  of  this  trust  to  son  George. 

A  sum  of  ;£2ooo.  contingently  due  to  testator  to  be  distributed 
among  the  four  children  equally,  and  also  the  ultimate  residue  of  the 
estate. 

The  sons  are  both  under  age:  they  are  to  inherit  at  21,  and  mean- 
while George  is  "to  be  placed  as  Clerk  to  some  gentleman  of  my 
profession,"  and  Robert  is  to  be  "  placed  out  to  Business." 

To  be  buried  as  near  as  possible  to  late  dear  wife  Sarah  in  the 
Chapelyard  at  Kew. 

Trustees:    Robert  Ord,  Alexander  Small  and  ('  my  dear  kinsman  ' 

....  my  said  cousin  ')  Hugh  Watson. 
Exors  the  same  together  with  daughters  Sarah  and  Mary  while 
unmarried. 

45.  Will  of  George  Wilson,  esquire,  dated  4  Sept.,  1801, 

proved  [P.C.C.]  10  Oct.,  1804. 
I  George  Wilson  late  of  Symonds  Inn  and  now  of  Upper  Gower 
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St  esquire,  .... 

To  be  buried  "  in  my  family  vault  in  Kew  Chapel  "  in  similar 
manner  to  deceased  wife. 

All  my  hereditaments,  etc.  to  Alexander  Murray  esquire  in  trust 
for  my  dear  daughter  Mary  Lady  Inglis  the  happy  wife  of  my  most 
beloved  friend  and  son-in-law  Sir  Hugh  Inglis,  Bart,  for  life,  and 
afterwards  as  she  may  appoint. 

"  To  my  ingenious  and  much  to  be  admired  young  friend  Robert 
Harry  Inglis,  esquire,  all  my  library  of  printed  books  and  the  book- 
case in  my  back  parlour." 

To  Middlesex  Hospital  ;£ioo. 

To  eleven  "  dear  relations  and  friends  "  each  ^loo.  as  a  personal 
remembrance.  These  include  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hudson,  Miss  Mary 
Hudson  and  "  my  cousin  Anthony  Yeates  of  Kendal,  esquire." 

To  Mrs.  Ann  Binloss  of  Gloucester  Terrace  £100  "  for  her  atten- 
tions to  my  wife  and  to  me." 

To  two  Menservants  (if  still  in  his  service)  ;^ioo.  each. 

To  three  other  Servants  (if  still  in  his  service)  ^50.  each. 

And  to  all  five  £10.  each  for  decent  mourning. 

Sole  Exor.    Sir  Hugh  Inglis. 

46.       Will  of  George  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  Kendal,  co.  Westmoreland,  tanner, 
dated: — 12  March,  1659/60. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1661]. 

I  bequeath  to  my  wife  Isabel,  my  house  and  barke  house, 
during  her  widowhood  and  after  her  death,  the  Barkehouse  to  my 
sons  Gervace  and  William,  the  said  William  to  have  the  two  highest 
"  fattes  "  and  the  lowest  new  one  and  Gervase  the  others,  and  the 
house  and  croft  to  my  brother-in-law,  George  Levens  and  my  neigh- 
bour, William  Birkett  to  sell  the  same  and  divide  the  proceeds  among 
my  children. 

To  Agnes  Levens  2s.  6d. 
Executors: — my  wife  and  three  youngest  children. 
Supervisors: — my  trustees.    [No  signatures]. 
Witnesses: — George  Archer,  James  Jackson. 

Inventory  taken  26  April,  1660,  by  Mr.  George  Archer,  Thomas 
Soley,  Samuel  Warde  and  Thomas  Dodding.    ;£253.  4.  o. 

Bond  entered  into  10  August,  1661,  by  Isabel  Wilson,  widow  and 
James  Jackson  of  Kendall,  gent,  and  George  Levens,  of  Crosthwait, 
parish  of  Heversham;  in  £^00.    [No  condition  given]. 

Signed : — Mark  of  Isabel  Wilson,  Ja.  Jackson,  George  Levens. 
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47,  of  Gervase  Wilson  of  Kendal  Tanner, 

7  March,  1701. 

To  grandson  Christopher  Hudson,  son  of  daughter  Jane,  his 
property  in  Abbot  Hall,  Kendal  (subject  to  one  half  to  Jane  for  life) 
then  to  eldest  son  of  Christopher,  and  others  in  succession,  and 
failing  sons  to  daughters  of  said  Christopher  Hudson. 

Provision  for  eventuality  of  Jane  having  more  children:  otherwise 
all  to  Christopher  Hudson,  subject  to  one  half  for  Jane  testator's 
daughter. 

Supervisors: — my  cozen  George  Wilson,  Richard  Fenton,  Thomas 
Foster  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson. 

I  appoint  my  son-in-law  Anthony  Hudson  and  Jane  his  wife 
Exors. 

Inventory  £9^.  3.  3. 

48.       Will  of  William  Wilson, 
of  Kirkby  Kendal,  co.  Westmoreland,  Tanner; 
dated: — i  February,  I7i5[-i6]. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  5  July,  171 8]. 
I  bequeath  my  messuage  and  lands  called  Cockin  in  Whinfell,  co. 
Westmoreland  to  my  grandson  William  Wilson,  at  his  age  of  21, 
should  he  die  before  the  same  to  my  son,  George  Wilson,  for  ever. 

To  my  grandsons,  George  and  John  Wilson,  ;^2oo.  each,  at  their 
ages  of  21, 

To  my  granddaughter,  Jane  Wilson,  ;^ioo,  to  my  granddaughter 
Agnes  Wilson,  £100,  at  their  ages  of  21. 
To  my  brother,  Thomas  CoUinson,  ^10. 

To  my  cousin,  James  Gamett  the  elder,  20s.  a  year  for  4  years. 

To  Alice  Mackereth,  widow  of  Bryan  Mackereth,  late  of  Kendall, 
deceased,  20s. 

To  my  former  apprentice,  Thomas  Crosby,  20s. 

To  my  former  apprentice.  Roger  Tunstall,  20s. 

To  Bryan  Philipson,  formerly  apprentice  to  my  son  George,  40s. 

To  my  servant,  Obadiah  Thombeck,  20s. 

To  my  apprentice,  Christopher  Hudson, 

To  James  EUerton  and  George,  his  son,  los.  each. 

Mention  of  the  burgage  house  in  High-gate,  Kirkby  Kendall, 
formerly  belonging  to  my  father,  George  Wilson. 

To  putting  out  apprentice  5  poor  boys  of  Kirkby  Kendall,  40s.  a 
year  for  5  years. 

Residuary  legatee  and  executor: — my  son,  George  Wilson. 
Overseers:    John  Arthur,  of  Oxenholme,  Esqr.,  Roger  Sleddall,  of 
Scalthwait-rigg,  tanner. 
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Signed: — Will.  Wilson. 
Witnesses: — Anthony  Dennison,  Catherine  Hudson,  Wm.  Bracken. 

Inventory  taken  20  May,  171 8,  of  the  goods  of  William  Wilson, 
late  of  Kirkby  Kendall,  senr.  alderman,  deceased,  by  Thos.  Crosby 
and  Brian  Philipson.    ^2743.  6.  10. 

Bond  entered  into  5  July,  171 8,  by  George  Wilson,  of  Kirkby 
Kendall,  gent.,  "  Corriar,"  and  Brian  Philipson,  of  Hodgehill,  parish 
of  Cartmell,  co.  Lanes.,  gent.,  in  ;^5ooo.,  that  George  Wilson  abovesaid 
do  well  and  truly  execute  the  will  of  his  late  father  deceased. 

Signed: — Geo.  Wilson,  Brian  Philipson. 

49.       Will  of  Thomas  Wilson, 
of  Strickland  Gate,  Kirkby  in  Kendal, 
dated: — 14  September,  1553. 
[Arch.  Richmond,  Kendal  Deanery,  1553.  (Abstract)]. 
I.  desire  to  be  buried  in  Kendal  parish  church  near  my  father. 
I  give  to  the  vicar  for  tithes  forgotten,  2od.  and  a  sermon  to  be 
preached  at  my  burial. 

I  bequeath  to  my  wife  Jennet,  my  tenement  and  my  right  to  my 
close  at  Sparrowmier,  which  I  took  of  Walter  Duckett. 

To  my  daughters,  Margaret  and  Jennet,  ;^2o.  each  towards  their 
marriages. 

To  my  son  Robert,  my  farmhold  at  Natland  I  took  of  John  Jackson. 

To  my  son,  William,  my  tenement  in  Strickland  Gate,  where  I  now 
dwell,  after  my  wife's  death  and  ground  in  Mynsfeat,  of  the  lands  of 
Mr.  William  Gilpin  and  the  close  called  Tentar  Bank  in  Strickland 
Field,  the  land  of  Mr.  Maychell,  merchant-tailor  of  London,  and  land 
at  Barneland  in  the  Vicar-field. 

To  my  son  Rowland,  ;^io. 

To  my  son  Myles  land  in  Mynsfeat  bought  of  Mr.  William  Gilpin. 

If  Anne  Wilson,  daughter  of  my  son  William,  die,  the  land  specified 
to  her  by  my  son  William,  to  remain  to  my  next  heir;  to  said  Anne, 
;^2o,  at  her  age  of  14. 

To  my  brother-in-law,  Thomas  Gennynges,  a  jacket,  and  clothes  to 
Abraham  Byrkehed,  Richard  Aerey  and  my  servant,  Jeffrey  Idle; 
to  Gennet  Pateson  my  maid  3s.  4d.,  to  my  sister's  daughter.  Jennet 
Addeson  6s.  8d.,  to  Wm.  Hodgson,  6s.  8d. 

Executors: — my  wife,  my  son  Miles  Wilson  and  the  said  Thos. 
Gennynges. 

Supervisors: — my  brother,  Harry  Wilson,  Robert  Wilson  of  Cruke, 
Roland  Gennynges,  John  Warton,  Nicholas  Jackson,  my  son  in 
law. 

Witnesses: — Thomas  Dockery,  Giles  Gilpin,  Christopher  Rigg. 
Proved: — 18  March,  1553/4.  ^ 
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Gloucester  Terrace,  London,  92. 

Glover,  Agnes,  22. 

 Nicholas,  22,  68,  69. 

Godsalve  (Edward),  55. 

Goldsmith,  44,  46. 

Gordon,  Robert,  85. 


Gower  St.,  London,  91. 
Grasdall  (Heversham),  32. 
Gray's  Inn,  15,  16,  17,  27,  29. 
Green,  Robert,  84. 

 Thomas,  59,  60. 

Greenhead,  Heversham,  57,  64. 
Greenhood,  or  Greenwood,  Alice,  88. 
Greenyeat,  73. 
Guildhall,  London,  24. 
Guy,  Thomas,  36,  65. 
 William,  36. 

H. 

Haberdasher,  86. 
Hakrig  End,  60. 
Hale,  Beetham,  34. 
Halifax,  20,  23,  27,  67. 
Haltwhistle  vicar  of,  36. 
Hardy,  John,  65. 

Harland,  ed.  of  Stoufs  journals,  34. 
Harper,  Sarah,  17. 
Harrison,  Anthony,  81. 

 Robert,  85. 

'  Hart  Head  '  Kendal,  52,  79. 
Hartley,  Robert,  87. 
Haverbrack,  10,  57,  63. 
Hawes,  Heversham,  57. 
Hawkshead,  47. 
Hayber,  Mr.,  65. 
Heath,  Yorks.,  17. 
Heaves,  2,  34,  37,  77,  78. 
Helme,  Agnes,  35. 

 Arthur,  73. 

 Mary,  35. 

 Walter,  33,  35,  36,  76,  77,  78. 

 William,  19,  62,  63. 

Helme  End,  Stainton,  6,  26. 
Helsington,  2,  59,  60,  76,  78,  79. 

 Laithes,  35,  36,  37. 

Heurins,  or  Herrins  Hill,  Kendal  Park, 
87. 

Heversham  Church,  12,  57,  62,  75- 

 Hall,  2,  3,  8,  9,  13,  14,  27,  57,  61, 

62,  68. 
 Manor,  8. 

 Parish,  7,  14,  31,  57,  73»  74,  77, 

78. 

 Rectory,  13,  61. 

 School,  2,  8,  9,  II,  39,  57,  58. 

 Vicar,  6,  13. 

Hewatson,  James,  75. 
Highfield,  Heversham,  75,  78. 
Highgate,  Kendal,  2,7,  38,  39,  40,  41, 

42,  51,  79,  82,  93. 
Hincaster,  77,  79. 
Hodghill,  Cartmel,  51,  94. 
Hodgson,  Agnes,  62. 
■ — — Anthony,  84. 

 Thomas,  62. 

 William,  94. 

Holeslack,  Helsington,  37,  78. 
Holford,  Robert,  91. 
Holme,  Hugh,  89,  90, 
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Holme  House,  Whittiiigioii,  i8. 
Holmes,  Tames,  91. 
Holt,  Xorfolk,  70. 
Hopton  Bridge,  Yorks.,  88. 
Hortoii  parsonage  of,  68. 
Hosier,  79.  Sq,  q"o. 
HowgiU,  Robert,  84. 
Hudridding,  Old  Hiitton,  57,  61. 
Hudson,  Anthony,  51,  93. 

 Christopher,  17,  51,  93. 

 Elizabeth,  92. 

 Jane,  93. 

 John,  66. 

 Katharine,  94. 

 Man,-,  92. 

Huggen,  Peter,  61. 
Hughes,  Mr.,  66. 
HuU,  16. 

Hunt,  Edmund,  82. 

Hushandvian,  60. 

Hutton,  Robert,  65. 

Hutton  '  Beetham  Repository,'  cited, 

2,  S,  9,  12,  14,  15,  17,  38,  39- 
Hutton-le-hev,  60. 
Hyton,  Roland,  82. 

I. 

Idle,  Geoffrey,  94. 
Inglis,  Sir  Hugh,  50,  92. 

 Mary,  92. 

 Robert,  92. 

Inn-holder,  52,  89. 
Ironmonger,  22,  54. 

J. 

Jackson,  Ann,  78. 

 Henry,  82. 

 James,  59,  92. 

 John,  59,  78,  79,  94. 

 Nicholas,  94. 

 Richard,  23,  55,  57. 

 William,  24. 

Janson,  WiUiam,  44,  80,  85. 
Jefferson,  Alice,  87. 
Jenkinson,  William,  85. 
Jennings,  Adam,  84. 

 Agnes,  22. 

 Edward,  22,  65,  66. 

 Henry,  68. 

 John,  22,  68. 

 Rowland,  94. 

 Thomas,  94. 

Jermine,  Thomas,  73. 
Johnson,  Brian,  71,  74. 

 Edward,  58. 

 Thomas,  71. 

Judson,  Stephen,  85. 

K. 

Keasden,  65. 

Keastwick,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  19. 


Keinge,  Christopher,  76. 
KeUing,  Norfolk,  70. 
Kendal,  Barony  of,  12,  30,  84. 

 Charter  of  incorporation,  4,  20. 

 church,  17,  79,  84,  87,  94. 

 freedom  by  purcJiuse,  4,  20,  54. 

 school,  25,  67,  83. 

 schoolmaster  of,  89. 

 vicar  of,  89. 

 '  Weekly  Courant '  cited,  30,  49. 

Kendal  Park,  60,  87. 
Kentmere  manor,  60. 
Kettlestone,  Norfolk,  25,  26,  70. 
Kew,  50,  91,  92. 
Kilner,  Agnes,  89. 

 Ann,  83. 

 Nicholas,  83. 

 Thomas,  59. 

Kirchinge,  George,  63. 
Kirkbarrow,  Kendal,  42,  44,  80. 
Kirkby,  Dorothy,  15,  17. 

 Roger,  15. 

Kirkby-in-Fumess,  15. 

Kirkby  Lonsdale  church,  24,  64,  72. 

 manor,  27,  55. 

 rectory  leased,  25,  27. 

 school,  21,  23,  24,  25,  55,  56,  65 

67,  70. 

 ticar  of,  18,  29,  72. 

Kirkland,  Kendal,  49,  87,  88,  89,  90. 
Kitchin,  Francis,  45. 

 Thomas,  74. 

Kt.,  57. 

Knipe,  Anthony,  85. 

 Elizabeth,  ^88. 

 Isaac,  69. 

 ioby,  45. 

 William,  58,  61,  62,  86. 

Kjmn  Farm,  68. 

L. 

^Labourer,''  85. 
Lamb,  Thomas,  76. 
Lambert,  Marmaduke,  77. 
Lanes.  Marriage  Bonds  cited,  36. 
Lancaster,  Jane,  88. 

 Mr.,  79. 

Lancaster,  34,  69,  88. 
Lane  Head,  Helsington,  34,  37,  78,  79 
Lane  Side  {Kendal),  S3. 
Lathbutts,  Tunstall,  11,  5S. 

Leake,  John,  11. 

 Richard,  24,  67,  69. 

Leasgill,  Heversham,  26,  31,  32,  35 

57,  73,  74,  75,  77,  78. 
Leek,  II,  57. 
Leek,  Adam,  81. 
*  Lecturer  in  Kendal  church,  67. 
 in  Kirkby  Lonsdale  church,  24 

67,  69. 
Lee  Yate,  39,  84. 
Leighton,  .Mr.,  80. 
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Jxly  (or  Lilley)  Mehetabel,  88,  91. 
Levens,  78,  79. 
Levens,  Agnes,  92, 

 George,  92. 

 Henry,  73. 

 Mary,  58. 

Lickbarrow,  Robert,  41,  82. 
Lightbume,  Agnes,  68, 

 Edward,  68,  72. 

 Jane,  22,  68. 

 ^Janet,  68. 

 Robert,  22,  68. 

 William,  22. 

'  Little  Edward,''  3,  11,  15. 
Littlemire,  38. 
Llandajf,  Bp.  of,  17. 
Lombard  Street,  24. 
London,  59,  66. 
London  Carrier,  78. 
'  London  Magazine  '  cited,  53. 
Long  Close,  N ether graveship,  87. 
'  Long  Edward,'  16. 
Longfellow,  Henry,  84. 
Lonsdale,  Lord,  87. 
Lord's  Close,  Kendal,  60. 
Lound,  Kendal,  60. 

 Little,  87. 

Lowdon,  John,  59. 
Lyth,  2,  3,  15,  40,  78. 


M. 


Machell,  Mr.,  94. 

 Thomas,  55. 

Mackereth,  Alice,  93. 

 Brian,  93. 

 Mabel,  43. 

 Robert,  83. 

 Thomas,  74. 

 William,  89,  90. 

Macgrath,  Flemings  in  Oxford  cited, 

II,  14,  30,  48. 
Mann,  Eleanor,  62. 

 John,  65. 

 Mary,  71. 

 Miles,  71. 

Mansergh,  Agnes,  68,  69. 

 WilHam,  66. 

Mardale,  58. 

Marriage,  age  of,  5,  19,  33,  35. 

Martin  Croft,  Kendal,  60. 

Master,  Thomas,  83,  84. 

Mr.  7,  9,  13,  31,  32,  38,  39,  47,  48, 
49,  56,  58,  59,  61,  62,  65,  67,  68,  69, 
70,  72,  75,  79,  80,  85,  86,  92,  94. 

Mrs.,  30,  47,  48,  88,  92. 

Matpen,  Roger,  86. 

Ma(w)hood,  Agnes,  63. 

 Ann,  62. 

Mawson,  George,  45,  81. 

 Peter,  81. 

Mayor  of  Kendal,  12,  36,  37,  51,  67,  89. 
Meason,  WilUam,  76. 
Mecklow,  Richard,  82. 


Mecklow,  Thomas,  82. 
Medlome  Town,  83. 
Melling,  56. 

Mercer,  23,  39,  46,  54,  71. 
Merchant  Tailor  of  London,  94. 
Middleton,  72. 
Middleton,  Alice,  22. 

 Leonard,  22. 

 Thomas,  73. 

Middlesex  Hospital,  92. 
Migration  of  families,  19,  31. 
Milburn,  William,  77. 
Milnflatts,  Kendal,  88,  90. 
MUnthorpe,  57. 
Mintsfeet,  Kendal,  94. 
MitcheU,  WiUiam,  85. 
Moore,  Edward,  70. 

 Roger,  72. 

Mosell  Mower,  83. 
Muckelt,  Isabel,  5. 
Muggull,  Ehzabeth,  88. 

 Jane,  88. 

Murray,  Alexander,  92. 
Musgrave,  Sir  Philip,  14,  27. 
'  Musgrave' s  Obituary  'cited,  53. 


N. 


Natland,  37,  74,  79,  94- 

 Park,  57. 

Nealson,  Alice,  32,  73. 
 John,  73. 

 Richard,  31,  32,  73,  74,  75- 

Nethergraveship,  39. 

Nether  Levens,  2,  3,  6,  8,  16,  23,  31, 

57,  59,  63,  68,  69. 
Newbiggin,  Kendal,  84. 
Newby,  Henry,  59. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  18,  48. 
Newton,  WilUam,  72. 
Nicholson  ^Annals  of  Kendal'  cited, 

46,  47,  48, 49,  50,  67. 
Nightingale  *  Ejected  of  1662  '  cited, 

12,  14,  27. 
Ninesergh,  3,  13,  63. 
Nonagenarians,  3,  33,  34,  50,  53- 
Northallerton,  89. 
Notary  public,  72,  77- 
Nycolson,  Walter,  5. 


O. 


Octogenarians,  16,  50. 
*  Older  Nonconformity  in  Kendal '  cited 
12. 

Old  Hutton,  13,  14,  57,  58,  63,  85. 
Old  Jewry,  London,  24,  67. 
Ord  Robert,  91. 
Otway,  Edward,  69. 

 Mabel,  64,  65,  66. 

 Roger,  27. 

 Sir  John,  15,  i6. 

Oxenholme,  6,  93. 

Oxford,  Queen's  College,  11,  25,  56,  57,  6 
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P. 


Padgett,  Margaret,  79. 
Park,  Geoffrey,  74, 

 Giles,  7s! 

 Peter,  74. 

 Rowland,  63. 

 Thomas,  74. 

 William,  74. 

Park  End,  Brigsteer,  78,  79. 

Park  House,  Leek,  11,  15,  16,  28,  29, 

5S,  64. 
Parliament,  member  of,  16. 
Patten-maker,  SS. 
Pearson,   Isabel,  76. 

 William,  76. 

Pennington,  Isabel,  5. 
Penrith,  71,  72. 
Pewers,  John,  59. 
Philipson,  Ann,  79. 

 Brian,  51,  93,  94. 

 Mary,  51. 

 Miles,  80. 

 Robert,  79. 

Pickering,  John,  81. 
Place,  John,  67,  69. 

 Marwood,  18. 

Poole,  George,  76. 
Poore,  Henn.',  68. 

 Jane,  23,  67. 

Poor  House,  Kirkland,  87. 
Potter,  .\lice,  80. 

 Bamaby,  67. 

 Christopher,  67. 

 Edward,  80. 

 Thomas,  84. 

Power,  John,  67. 

Preston,  John,  75. 

Preston  Richard,  85. 

Prickett,  Alan,  66. 

Public  Record  Office,  11,  24,  48. 


Quakers,  35. 


Q. 


R. 


Raran,  57. 

Rawlinson,  Cun\'en,  62. 

 Dorothy,  62. 

 Eleanor,  42. 

 Jane,  62. 

 Robert,  58,  61,  62. 

Recorder  of  Kendal,  18. 

Redman,  Thomas,  65. 

Registration,  gaps  in,  at  Kendal,  6, 

41,  46,  47,  48,  49. 
 at  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  4,  20, 

30. 

Relf,  George,  73,  75. 
Rev.,  89. 

Richardson,  Agnes,  5,  6. 
 Thomas,  5. 


Richmond  Fee.  48. 
Rigg,  Christopher,  94. 

 James,  69. 

 John,  88. 

 Mar\-,  88. 

 Richard,  82. 

Rigmaden,  37,  38,  71. 

Robinson's  Close,  73. 

'  Roods,  the  little,'  Kendal,  87. 

Rotherham,  28. 

RoweU,  HeversJmm,  57. 

Rowlandson,  Ann,  71. 

 Edward,  71,  72. 

 Henrj.-,  59. 

 John^  59. 

 Mar^-,  71,72. 

 Richard,  71,  72. 

Rvdal,  16. 
RydalHallMS.,  14. 


Sadler,  John,  80. 

 Robert,  83. 

Salter,  Rebecca,  70. 
Sandes,  Richard,  76. 

 Thomas,  61. 

rSarreU],  Richard,  66. 
Saul,  Peter,  73. 

 Richard,  63. 

Scallabracks,  Heversham,  57. 
Scalthwaiterigg,  93. 
Sccir  House,  78. 
Scotton,  manor  of,  55. 
Scotton,  John,  76. 
Sedbergh,  63. 

SeUet  Hall,  Whittington.  ix,  2: 
57- 

Sequestration  of  royalists,  12. 
Shafto,  HenrA.-,  87. 
Shaw,  Christopher,  77. 
Shawlelde,  74. 
Shearman,  4,  5,  41,  45. 
Showesmith,  Walter,  75. 
Shute,  Josias,  67. 
SiU;  Gervase,  76. 

 Joan,  65. 

 Rowland,  65,  66. 

Silvenvood,  Anthony,  81. 


Simpson,  Thomas, 


Skelsmergh,  6,  7,  59. 
Skiring,  John,  78. 
Sleddall,  Robert,  68. 

 Roger,  93. 

 Thomas,  59,  68. 

Small,  Alexander,  91. 
Smart,  Jonathan,  88,  90. 
Smith,  Agnes,  40,  68. 

21,  Edmmid,  68. 

 Edward,  81. 

 John,  71,  75. 

 Mary,  49. 

Smithheld,  London,  88. 
Snoring,  Little,  Norfolk,  70. 


90. 
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Soley,  Thomas,  92. 
Solicitor,  48,  50. 

Somervell  '  Some  Westmorland  Wills,' 

cited,  35. 
Southwark,  London,  50,  86. 
South  Sea  Annuities,  91. 
Sparrowmire,  38,  39,  42,  43,  44,  52,  80, 

94. 

Speight,  William,  78. 
Spital,  Kendal,  44,  45,  46. 
Sporzer,  William,  83. 
Staffordshire,  81. 
Stainbank  Green,  58,  60. 
Stain  ton,  H  ever  sham,  59. 
Staple  ton,  Gilbert,  60. 
Staveley,  5,  45,  81. 
Staveley  Hall,  Kendal,  38. 
Stepney,  49. 
Stevenson,  Miles,  76. 

 Robert,  85. 

Stockdale,  Alice,  20,  65. 

 Ann,  20. 

 Christopher,  20,  65. 

 George,  65. 

 Jane,  20,  64,  65. 

 Leonard ,  65. 

 William,  20. 

Stoniebrow,  Strickland  Ketel,  38. 
Story,  Thomas,  74. 
Stout,  Ann,  34. 
 William,  34. 

Stow,  '  Survey  of  London  '  cited,  24 
Strafford,  Earl  of,  28,  29. 
Stramongate,  Kendal,  42,  43,  50. 
Strickland,  Gervase,  65, 

 Robert,  57, 

 Thomas,  59. 

 Sir  Thomas,  65. 

Strickland,  44,  80. 

 Ketel,  9,  38,  39,  60. 

 Roger,  81. 

Stricklandgate,  Kendal,  15,  41,  46, 
47,  48,  49,  51,  52,  60,  82,  83,  90,  94. 
Sudgener,  Henry,  82,  83,  84. 

•  John,  84. 

Swainson,  Simon,  81. 

 WiUiam,  84. 

Sweetholme  Scar,  Shap,  57. 
Symonds,  Thomas,  89,  91. 
Symonds  Inn,  48,  50,  86,  87,  88,  91. 

T. 

Tanner,  49,  51,  87,  88,  89,  90,  92,  94. 
Tatham,  Frances,  30. 

 John,  69. 

 Richard,  13,  62. 

Terr^ple,  The,  London,  87,  88. 
Tenant,  Mr,,  55. 
Tenter  Bank,  Strickland,  94. 
Thompson,  Daniel,  77. 

 Sir  Henry,  55. 

 ^John,  76,  77. 

*  of.  Transact 


Thornbeck,  Obadiah,  93. 
Thurland  Castle,  11,  56. 
Thursford,  Norfolk,  70. 
Thwaite,  James,  59. 
TodgiU,  57. 

Towers,  John,  58  (59),  85. 
Tradition  of  Christian  names.  Regular* 

16,  19,  20,  29,  31,  32,  33,  35,  36,  42, 

44,  46,  52,  53. 
Trinity,  Fellow  of,  2,  17. 
Trotter,  Richard,  72. 
Trough  ton,  Stephen,  85. 
Tuke  jThomas,  25,  67,  69. 
Tunstall,  Roger,  93. 
Tunstall  rectorial  tithe,  11,  16,  57,  61, 

63. 

Turner,  Elizabeth,  88. 

 ^-John,  88. 

Twins,  14,  1 8,  20,  33,  37,  40. 
Tyler,  John,  70. 

U. 

Ulbank,  57. 

Underhelme,  Stainton,  6,  7,  26,  27,  30, 

59,  68,  69. 
Underley,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  7,  8,  12, 

13,  14,  15,  22,  23,  24,  26,  27,  28,  29, 

30,  49,  54,  67,  68,  71,  72. 
Unerigg,  63. 
Usher,  24,  69. 

V. 

II Venn  '  Alumni  Cantahrigienses  '  cited 
26. 

Vicarfields,  Stainbank  Green,  61. 
Vital  statistics  of  the  family,  53. 
Visitation,  Herald's,  17,  26,  28. 

W. 

Waingap  {Heversham),  73. 
Walker '  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy  '  cited, 
29. 

'  Waller,'  73. 
Waller,  George,  76,  87. 

 Richard,  76. 

 William,  72. 

Walton,  Richard,  68,  69. 
Ward,  Alice,  71. 

 EUzabeth,  71. 

 George,  61. 

 John,  71,  72. 

 Katharne,  71. 

 Samuel,  92. 

 Thomas,  71,  72. 

Waring,  Michael,  68. 

Warrener,  Brian,  61. 

Water  Crook,  near  Kendal,  34,  36,  77. 

Waterilings  [Tunstall),  58. 

Watson,  Hugh,  49,  86,  87,  91. 

 Richard,  8,  17. 

)ns  N.s.  xxvi,  151  f. 
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Wentworth,  Sir  Thomas,  20. 
Westwinster,   St.    Margaret's,  regi:- 

tration  at,  16. 
Wethereld.  Elizabeth,  65. 

 John,  iq,  65. 

\Miarton,  John,  04. 

 Phoebe,  88. 

 Robert,  qo. 

Whelprigg.  Barbon,  36. 
Whithead,  Thomas,  72. 
Whittington,  Lanes.,  72. 
 Rtxtor  of,  23,  55,  57. 

Whitwell,  manor  of,  68. 
Wicke,  WiUiam,  68. 
Widdall,  Yorks.,  57,  63. 
Wilkinson,  Edward,  44,  39,  80,  85. 

 Isabel,  62. 

 John,  85. 

 Robert,  85. 

Williamson,  Agnes,  68. 

 John,  22,  65,  66,  68. 

 ^Iabel,  22,  70. 

 jNIargaret,  68,  69. 

 Mr.  66. 

Wilson,  Agnes,  21,  32,  33,  39,  44,  45, 

46,  49,  51,  66,  75,  76,  77,  78,  81. 

84,  85,  93. 
 Alan,  44,  45,  46,  49,  80,  81,  84, 

88,  89,  90. 
 Alice,  21,  22,  32,  47,  48,  66,  73, 

75,  80. 

 Ann,  17,  18,  20,  29,  33,  35,  36,  37, 

40,  42,  44,  49,  70,  72,  76,  87,  80,  84, 
90,  94. 

 Annis,  31,  76. 

 Arthur,  45,  81. 

 Barbara,  30. 

 Bateman,  90. 

 Benjamin,  48. 

 Brian,  51. 

 Christopher,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37, 

73,  77,  78,  79- 

 Daniel,  2,  16,  17,  63,  64. 

 Dorothy,  8,  14,  16,  17,  18,  26,  61, 

62,  63,  64,  75,  81,  85. 

 Edmunds,  30,  72. 

 Edward^  Table  II,  YI,  VH,  19. 

 Edward^  Table  II,  4,  5,  18,  19,  21, 

66. 

 Edward^  Table  VI,  45,  46,  81. 

 Edward^  Table  VII. 

 Edward^  Table  VII. 

 Edward^  Table  I,  II,  i,  2,  3,  4,  5, 

6,  7,  9,  10,  II,  13,  15,  16,  18,  25,  27, 

31,  38,  39,  40,  43,  54,  57,  59,  61,  68, 

69,  73,  74,  75- 
 Edward'  Table  III,  4,  21,  22,  23, 

26,  65,  66. 
 Edward^  Table  IV,  26,  30,  31,  32, 

73- 

 Edward^  Table  V,  41,  82,  83. 

 Edward^o  Table  V,  83,  84,  85. 

 Edward^^  Table  11,  43. 


Wilson,  Edwardi2  Table  VI,  44. 

 Edwardi3  Table  III. 

 Edwardi*  Table  IV,  74- 

 Edward^^  Table  I,  3,  10,  11,  15, 

16,  17,  29,  38,  57,  58,  61,  62,  63,  64, 

68. 

 Edward^^  Table  IV,  33,  35,  77. 

 Edward^'  Table  I,  8,  16,  62,  64. 

— Edwardis  Table  I,  28. 

 Edwardi^  Table  I,  18,  30,  63,  64. 

 Edward^o  Table  IV,  36. 

 Edward2i  Table  I,  17. 

 Ed  ward  2-  Table  I,  17. 

 Edward  of  Strickland,  Table  VI, 

44. 

 unidentified,  69,  76. 

 Eleanor,  37,  42,  79. 

 EUzabeth,  16,  17,  i3,  32,  33,  35, 

49,  77,  78,  79,  80,  81,  84,  88. 

 Ellen,  21,  22,  37,  61,  66,  73,  74. 

 Frances,  30,  70. 

 George^,  Table  VII,  51,  92,  93. 

 George^,  Table  VII,  47,  84. 

 George^,  Table  VII. 

 George*,  Table  VII,  48,  51,  85,  86, 

93- 

 George^,  Table  VII,  51,  93,  94. 

 George^,  Table  I,  15,  57,  61,  62. 

 George',  Table  VTI,  48, 49,  86,  87. 

 George^,  Table  VII,  51. 

 George^,  Table  VII,  51. 

 George  10,  Table  VII,  50,  86,  87, 

88,  91. 

 Georgeii,  Table  VII,  50,  88,  91. 

 Georgei2,  Table  I,  VII,  17. 

 George  of  Heversham,  14. 

 of  Stricklandgate,  48. 

 Cox,  50. 

 unidentified,  59. 

 Gervase,  17,  51,  92,  93. 

 Gilbert,  45,  46,  79,  81. 

 Henry^,  Table  VII,  42,  52,  54,  79,  94. 

 Hem-y2,  Table  VII,  52. 

 Henry^,  Table  VII,  2,  3,  42,  43, 

44,  46,  80. 
 Henry*,  Table  II,  4,  18,  19,  20, 

21,  24,  54,  64,  65,  66. 

 Henr}'^,  Table  V,  41,  42,  44,  52, 

82,  83,  84. 

 Henxy6,  Table  VII,  43- 

 Henry',  Table  II,  4,  18,  32,  43, 

58  (73).  „ 

 Henry^,  Table  III,  3,  7,  9,  10,  13, 

22,  23,  24,  25,  27,  46,  54,  56,  57,  59 

67,  69,  70. 

 Henry^,  Table  IV,  30,  31,  32,  73, 

75- 

 Henry Table  III,  22,  23. 

 Henry Table  VI,  44,  81, 

 Henry     Table  III,  15,  27,  28,  30, 

68,  71,  72. 

 Henryis,  Table  IV,  33,  76. 

 Henryi^,  Table  1,  14,  57,  61,  62, 

63,  68. 
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Wilson,  Henry",  Table  VII,  49,  86. 

 Henryi^,  Table  III,  22,  23,  28,  29. 

 Isabel,  42,  51,  73,  79,  92. 

 James,  3,9,  13,  38,  39,  4o,  41,  42, 

44,  61,  62,  66,  68,  82,  83,  84. 
 Jane, 18, 20, 22, 48, 51, 62, 63 , 64, 

65,67,71,85,86,88,91,93. 

 Jennet,  81,  94. 

 John,  19,  30,31,  32,36,41,49,51, 

71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  78,  82,  88,  89,  93. 

 Katharine,  64,  81,  82, 

 Mabel,  19,  22,  31,  43,  64. 

 Margaret,  8,  26,  27,  37,  41,  47,  58, 

62,  71,  82,  85,  94. 

 Marjorie,  47,  81, 

 Mary,  20,  35,  36,  47,  48,  50,  64, 

65,  77,  86,  88,  89,  91. 

 Mehetabel,  50,  86,  91. 

 Middleton,  88,  89,  90. 

 Miles,  90, 

 Philip,  27,  71- 

 Ralph,  80. 

 Rebecca,  46. 

 Richard,  32,  33,  35,  36,  37,  45,  49, 

50,  75,  76,  78,  79,  81,  86,  88,  89. 

 Robert,  41,  42,  44,  45,  47,  52,  79. 

80,  82,  83,  84,  85,  91,  94. 

 Roger,  18,  48,  49,  63,  85,  86,  88. 

 Rowland,  94, 

 Sarah,  50,  91. 

 Seth,  79. 

 Sibyl,  17. 

 Susan,  70. 

 Thomasi,  xable  V,  VI,  VII,  42. 

 Thomas^,  Table  II,  III,  3,  4,  18, 

20,  21,  22,  65,  66, 
 Thomas^,  Table  V,  40,  41,  42,  44, 

83,  84. 

 Thomas*,  Table  VII,  42,  80. 

 Thomas^,  Table  VII,  47- 

 Thomas®,  Table  III,  22,  25,  32, 

56,  57,  70. 

 Thomas',  Table  VI,  45,  46. 

 Thomas^,  Table  VI,  81. 

 Thomas^,  Table  V,  9,  10,  38,  39, 

40,  41,  42,  82,  83,  84,  85. 
 Thomasii,  Table  I,  III,  7,  13,  i5, 

22,  25,  26,  66,  68,  69,  71. 

 Thomas^^  Table  III,  26,  55- 

 Thomasi3,  Table  VI,  81,  82. 


Wilson,  Thomas^*,  Table  I,  V,  3,  7,  9, 

10,  12,  13,  16,  27,38,39,54,57,58 

(59),  61,  62,  68,  69. 

 Thomases,  Table  I,  15,  57,  61,  62. 

 Thomas      Table  III,  68. 

 Thomas",  Table  IV,  33,  76. 

 Thomas-^^,  Table  VII,  49,  50,  51, 

86,  88,  89. 
 Thomas^^,  Table  III,  22,  30,  71, 

72 

 Thomas^'',  Table  IV,  33,  35. 

 Thomas      Table  I,  18. 

 Thomas^^,  Table  III,  30. 

 Thomas^*,  Table  IV,  36,  37,  78, 

79. 

 Thomas^^,  Table  I,  17. 

 Thomas  of  Crook,  38. 

 ofCropton,  clerk,  26  (32),  70, 

(74). 

 bro.  of  Henry^,  52,  94. 

 unidentified,  69,  93. 

 Walter,  36,  79. 

 William,  3,  14,  17,  20,  31,  33,  34, 

35,  36,  37,  46,  49,  51,  61,  62,  63,  66, 
68,  71,  73,  75,  76,  77,  78,  79,  81,  84, 
85,  86,  87,  89,  90,  91,  92,  93,  94. 

Winder,  Sedbergh,  62,  63. 

Windermere,  17. 

 rector  of,  14,  63. 

Witton,  Edmund,  69. 

 Edward,  66. 

Woodhead,  58 

Woodhouse,  57. 

Woodhouse,  Thomas,  74. 

Wool-stapler,  37,  78. 

Worcs,  81. 

Worsborough,  28. 

Wray,  Hannah,  78. 

 Joseph,  78, 

Wray  ton,  56. 

Wright,  John,  73. 

Y. 

Yeates,  Anthony,  49,  87,  92. 

 John,  87,  88,  89,  90. 

 Wmiam,  87. 

York,  3,  55. 

 prebendary  of,  24. 
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